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8.10.52 

M.B.,Ch.B., 

M.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P. 
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21.10.60 

M.B., 
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L.R.C.P., 
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1.10.49 

♦F.R.S.H., 
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L.  F.  PATTMAN 
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A.  STUBBS 
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Inspector  of 

Borough  and  Port 

Assistant  Officer  under 
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1.  2.45 

*Cert.S.I.B. 

D.  PREBBLE 

do. 

15.  6.64 

♦Cert.S.I.B., 
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Cert.  Trop. 

Hygiene 

D.  R.  WISEMAN 

do. 

20.  7.64 

♦Cert. 

P.H.I.E.B.. 

M.A.P.H.I. 

S.  DAVEY 

do. 

1.12.64 

♦Cert.S.I.B. 

A.  J.  CYSTER 

Student  Public 

Health  Inspector 

18.11.63 

— 

Mrs.  L.  F.  BRANN 

Nurse-Attendant,  Medical 
Inspection  of  Aliens  and 
Commonwealth  Immi- 
grants. (Part-time) 

1.  6.56 

S.E.A.N. 

R.  F.  MIDDLETON 

Chief  Clerk 

10.  2.49 

— 

Mrs.  M.  PHILLIPS 

Clerical  Assistant 

14.  6.65 

— 

Miss  B.  I.  GOULD 

Clerk  and  Shorthand-typist 

13.  8.62 

— 

Mrs.  A.  L.  REDDALL 

Clerk /Typist 

1.  6.64 

— 

McElligott  has  held  Warrant 

of  Appointment  as  Assistant 
October,  1949. 

Medical  Inspector  of  Aliens  since 

* Also  holds  Royal  Society  of  Health  Certificate  as  “Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods”. 
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SUMMARY  OF  HEALTH  REPORT,  1965 


Borough  

Area  ... 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1965 

General  Rate  

Estimated  sum  represented  by  a penny 
rate,  1965/66  


...  Borough  of  Folkestone 

4,099  acres 

£1,978,435 

12/8d. 

£7,81 5 


Population  (Registrar-General),  1965  : 

Estimated  mid -year  ETome  Population 

(including  non-civilians) 43,110 

Density  of  Home  Population  . . ...  10.5  persons  to  an  acre 


Total  Births  : 

Live  Births  713  (635  legitimate,  78  illegitimate) 

Still-Births  7 (7  legitimate,  nil  illegitimate) 


Live  Birth  Rate  : 

Total  

Corrected  

(Area  comparability  factor  : 


1 6.54  per  1 ,000  Home  Population 
. . . 20.52  per  1 ,000  Home  Population 

1.21) 


Total  Deaths : 

Deaths  (all  ages) 

Deaths  of  Infants  : 

Under  1 year  of  age 

* Under  4 weeks  of  age 

* Under  1 week  of  age 

* Included  in 


666  (329  males,  337  females) 

13  (5  males,  8 females) 

7 (2  males,  5 females) 

7 (2  males,  5 females) 

figure  6>/  13  infant  deaths 


Death  Rate  : 

Total  15.45  per  1,000  Home  Population 

Corrected  1 1 .28  per  1 ,000  Home  Population 

(Area  comparability  factor  : 0.73) 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  (under  1 year) : 

Total  Infant  Death  Rate  ...  18.23  per  1 ,(X)0  per  live  births 

Legitimate  Infants  ...  ...  20.47  per  1 ,000  le^timate  live  births 

Illegitimate  Infants  ...  ...  Nil  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births 


Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Home  Population  re  : 


Cancer  . . . 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 


3.22 

0.62 

0.76 


Total  Deaths  from  ; 

Cancer  . . . 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 


139 

27 

33 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Foord  Road, 

Folkestone,  Kent. 

September,  1966. 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 
OF  Folkestone. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  state  of 
the  Borough  and  Port  of  Folkestone  during  1965. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimated  population,  including  H.M.  Forces 
stationed  in  the  area,  was  43,110.  This  is  a decrease  of  360  compared  with 
1964. 

There  were  14,436  inhabited  houses,  flats  and  other  establishments  with 
living  accommodation  at  the  end  of  1965  which  gives  an  average  of  2.98  persons 
per  dwelling  ; the  1951  census  for  England  and  Wales  was  3.19. 

The  corrected  live  birth  rate  was  20.52  per  1,000  home  population  com- 
pared with  18.1  for  England  and  Wales.  This  is  an  increase  of  1.21  in  the 
live  birth  rate  in  Folkestone  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  corrected  death  rate  was  11.28  per  1,000  home  population  and  for 
comparison  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales  was  1 1 .5. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  (deaths  of  infants  in  first  year  of  life)  was  18.23 
per  1,000  live  births ; the  rate  for  England  and  was  19.0. 

England 

and 

Folkestone  Wales 

Neo-natal  mortality  (deaths  of  infants  under 

four  weeks  of  age)  per  1,000  live  births  9.81  13.0 

Perinatal  mortality  (still-births  and  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  week  of  age)  per  1,000' 

total  live  and  still-births 19.44  26.9 

Illegitimacy  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  births  109.39  77.0 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  was  78  giving  an  illegitimacy  rate  of 
109.39  per  1,000  live  births  compared  with  77  for  England  and  Wales.  The 
average  rate  in  Folkestone  for  the  preceeding  5 years  was  82.03. 


Maternal  Mortality 


For  the  eleventh  successive  year  there  were  no  deaths  due  to  childbirth 

Infectious  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis) 

Comparison  of  the  incidence  of  the  main  diseases  notified 

1963  1964 

is  as  follows 
1965 

Dysentery,  Bacillary 

7 

6 

9 

Measles  

Pneumonia  : 

711 

130 

1,018 

Acute  Primary 

24 

19 

19 

Influenzal  

32 

4 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

15 

48 

Whooping  Cough  

44 

30 

4 

Of  the  48  cases  of  scarlet  fever  confirmed  only  3 were  over  the  age  of  15 
years.  Seven  of  the  patients  (six  from  the  Bruce  Porter  Hospital  Home  and  a 
boy  of  5 years  who  also  had  right  mastoiditis)  were  admitted  to  Isolation 
Hospitals. 
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The  peak  of  the  biennial  epidemic  of  measles  was  reached  during  the  first 
week  of  March  ; only  seven  of  the  1,018  cases  notified  were  over  the  age  of 
14  years. 

Infective  Hepatitis 

An  outbreak  of  this  disease  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  mainly 
affecting  children  in  two  primary  schools.  Cases  also  occurred  among  the 
adult  population,  and  in  order  to  assist  with  the  control  of  this  disease  it  was 
made  a Notifiable  Disease  under  Section  147  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936, 
with  effect  from  8th  March,  1965. 

From  that  date  until  the  end  of  the  year  a total  of  196  cases,  195  civilians 
and  one  member  of  H.M.  Forces,  were  reported  ; five  of  the  patients  were 
admitted  to  hospital. 

Vaccination  and  Immunization 

The  Kent  County  Council  continued  to  provide  vaccination  and  immu- 
nisation services  which  offered  to  children  a substantial  measure  of  protection 
against  diphtheria,  poliomyelitis,  smallpox,  tetanus  and  whooping  cough. 

In  view  of  the  amendment  to  the  County  Council’s  proposals  approved  as 
from  the  1st  January,  1963  the  following  is  the  only  information  now  available 
about  vaccination  against  smallpox  carried  out  in  Folkestone  ; this  figure  is 
based  on  returns  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  : 

Primary  vaccination  against 

Smallpox — 1 year  402 

This  is  an  increase  of  101  compared  with  1964. 

The  combined  diphtheria,  tetanus  and  whooping  cough  vaccine  was  in 
use  and  616  primary  and  712  reinforcing  inoculations  against  diphtheria,  either 
singly  or  in  combination,  were  given. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  both  the  primary 
and  reinforcing  inoculations  against  diphtheria  compared  with  the  previous 
two  years  : 

1961  1962  1963  1964  1965 

Primary  inoculations  ...  743  636  581  542  616 

Reinforcing  inoculations  469  414  587  582  712 

Oral  vaccine  for  protection  against  poliomyelitis  was  in  routine  use  and 
539  infants  under  the  age  of  four  years  completed  a course  of  three  doses. 

Tuberculosis 

Twelve  new  cases  were  notified  (7  pulmonary  and  5 non-pulmonary)  com- 
pared with  twenty-three  (17  pulmonary  and  6 non-pulmonary)  in  1964.  In  no 
instance  was  tuberculosis  given  as  the  immediate  cause  of  death. 

Primary  Cancer  of  Lungs  and  Bronchi 

There  were  21  deaths  from  cancer  of  lungs  and  bronchi,  compared  with 
24  in  1964  and  27  in  1963.  Of  the  21  deaths,  16  occurred  in  males  and  5 in 
females. 

The  death  rate  of  0.48  per  1,000  home  population  was  the  lowest  since 
1961  and  compares  with  0.55  for  England  and  Wales  and  0.70  for  Greater 
London. 

Housing 

Forty-four  cases,  compared  with  33  in  1964  and  40  in  1963  were  investi- 
gated ; sixteen  were  recommended  to  the  Housing  Estates  Sub-Committee 
of  the  Council  for  priority  in  rehousing  or  transfer  to  a larger  type  of  Corpora- 
tion dwelling  because  of  unsatisfactory  conditions  existing  from  a medical 
and  hygienic  point  of  view. 
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Care  of  Old  People  and  the  Chronic  Sick 

Eighteen  cases  involving  20  persons  were  investigated  ; four  of  the 
patients  were  admitted  to  hospitals,  two  to  nursing  homes,  two  to  old  persons’ 
homes,  five  referred  to  the  family  doctors  concerned  and  arrangements  made 
for  the  other  seven  patients  to  receive  assistance  as  required. 

Home  Safety 

The  Folkestone  Home  Safety  Committee  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr. 
S.  E.  Lawrence,  has  continued  to  carry  out  a great  deal  of  effective  work 
towards  advising  and  assisting  the  public  in  all  matters  connected  with  home 
safety. 

Child  Neglect 

The  increasing  number  of  cases  of  child  neglect,  some  of  which  were  so 
extreme  as  to  require  the  children  being  taken  into  care,  must  be  regarded  as 
a matter  of  very  great  concern,  and  it  is  hoped  that  anyone  who  has  reason  to 
suspect  that  a child  is  being  neglected  or  ill-treated  will  have  no  hesitation  in 
reporting  such  a case  at  once  to  the  N.S.P.C.C.  Inspector,  who  will  treat  such 
reports  as  strictly  confidential  and  carry  out  the  necessary  investigations. 

Conferences  and  Courses 

Among  the  conferences  and  courses  I attended  were  : 

Fourth  annual  symposium  of  the  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
in  London  on  the  19th  February,  1965  when  the  subject  under  discussion 
was  “ The  Orientation  of  General  Practitioners  towards  a new  approach 
to  Public  Health.” 

Annual  conference  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hy- 
giene at  Weymouth  from  6th  to  8th  October,  1965  when  the  main  theme 
was  “ The  Global  Scene.” 

Special  course  for  Medical  Officers  of  Health  at  the  Civil  Defence 
Staff  College,  Sunningdale  from  8th  to  12th  November,  1965. 

General 

The  incidence  of  whooping  cough  and  influenzal  pneumonia  was  particu- 
larly low  but  the  biennal  epidemic  of  measles  resulted  in  1,018  cases  being 
reported.  Infective  hepatitis  was  made  a notifiable  disease  for  the  first  time 
in  Folkestone  and  this  enabled  follow-up  action  to  be  carried  out  without 
delay  ; in  March,  when  the  Order  was  first  made,  the  average  number  of 
notifications  received  each  week  was  eight  but  by  the  end  of  the  year  this  had 
been  reduced  to  one. 

In  conclusion  I have  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health 
and  Housing  Committee  for  their  support  in  the  work  during  the  year,  and 
also  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  of  the  other  Departments 
of  the  Corporation. 

I would  also  like  to  acknowledge  the  help  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  Mr.  L.  H.  Vale,  and  the  other  members  of  the  staff. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  F.  H.  McELLIGOTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  YEAR  1965 


{After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transfers) 


T otal 

Males 

Females 

Live  Births  : Legitimate 

• • . • • • 

635 

322 

313 

Illegitimate 

... 

78 

40 

38 

Totals 

713 

362 

351 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  Home  Population  : 

Total  

16.54 

Corrected  

20.52 

{Area  comparability  factor  : 

1.21) 

IHegimitate  Live  Births  : 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  ; 10.94 

T otal 

Males 

Females 

Still-Births  : Legitimate 

• • . • • • 

1 

3 

4 

Illegitimate 

... 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

7 

3 

4 

Still-birth  rate  per  1 ,000  live  and  still-births  : 

9.72 

Total  Live  and  Still-Births  : 

T otal 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

• • • • • • 

642 

325 

317 

Illegitimate 

... 

78 

40 

38 

Totals 

720 

365 

655 

Infant  Deaths : 

Total 

Males 

Females 

{a)  Under  one  year  of  age  : 

Legitimate 

• • • • • . 

13 

5 

8 

Illegitimate 

... 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

13 

5 

8 

(h)  Under  four  weeks  of  age  : 

(Included  in  (a)  above) 

Legitimate 

• • • • • • 

7 

2 

5 

Illegitimate 

• • • • • • 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

7 

2 

5 

8 


{c)  Under  one  week  of  age  : 

(Included  in  (a)  and  (b)  above) 

Legitimate  7 2 5 

Illegitimate  — — — 

Totals  7 2 5 

Infant  Mortality  Rates : 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  18.23 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  20.47 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  Nil 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate : 

Deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births  9.81 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  : 

Deaths  under  one  week  per  1,000  total  live  births  9.81 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate : 

Still-births  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined 

per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births  19.44 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  Abortion) : 

Number  of  deaths Nil 

Rate  per  total  1,000  live  and  still-births Nil 
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Part  I— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,099  acres 

Home  Population:  Registrar-General,  1965  ...  43,110 


At  end  of  year  approximate  number  of  : 

Houses  and  Flats  13,750 

Other  establishments  with  living  accom- 
modation   686 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1965  ...  £1,978,435 


Estimated  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 
1965/66  


£7,815 


Employment  and  Unemployment  in  Folkestone  and  District 

The  following  brief  report  on  the  employment  and  unemployment  position 
in  this  area  has  been  supplied  by  Mr.  F.  Firth,  Manager  of  the  local  Employ- 
ment Exchange  : 

Employment 

The  following  table  gives  the  most  recent  estimate  of  the  number  of  workers 
in  the  area  covered  by  Folkestone,  Hythe  and  New  Romney  Employment  Ex- 
changes. Separate  figures  are  not  kept  for  individual  boroughs.  The  Home 
Population  (Registrar-General  1961)  of  the  areas  covered  by  this  table  was 
73,839. 

The  industrial  distribution  figures  can  only  be  described  as  an  estimate  as 
they  are  based  on  the  annual  exchange  of  National  Insurance  Cards.  Labour 
is  always  ebbing  and  flowing  from  industry  to  industry,  and  indeed  from  job 
to  job.  Since  the  count  was  made  new  firms  have  moved  into  the  area,  probably 
causing  further  variation  in  the  statistics. 

During  1965,  1,163  men  and  894  women  were  placed  in  local  employment 
by  the  Folkestone  Employment  Exchange. 


Numbers  employed 
{over  15  years  of  age) 


Group 

Distributive  Trades  

(Wholesale  and  Retail) 

Males 

1,547 

Females 

1,977 

T otal 
3,524 

Building  & Civil  Engineering 

3,303 

169 

3.472 

Hotel  & Catering  

732 

1,189 

1,921 

Agriculture,  Forestry,  Fishing,  Min- 
ing, Quarrying  

737 

112 

849 

Vehicle  Repair  & Manufacture  & 
Aircraft  Maintenance  

1,322 

229 

1,551 
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Numbers  employed 
{over  15  years  of  age) 

Group  Males  Females  Total 

Professional  Services  1,259  2,421  3,680 

(Insurance,  Banking,  Accounting, 

Education,  Law,  Medical  and  Dental 


Services) 

Public  Services  

(National  and  Local  Government, 
Gas,  Water  and  Electricity) 

1,747 

417 

2,164 

Transport  

(Passenger  and  Freight) 

1,312 

275  . 

1,587 

Other  Manufacturing  Industries  . . . 
(Qothing,  Textiles,  Glass,  Metal, 
Chemicals,  etc). 

1,053 

612 

1,665 

Other  Services  

(Laundries,  Hairdressing,  Enter- 
tainment, etc.) 

586 

1,377 

1,963 

Totals 

13,598 

8,778 

22,376 

Unemployment  in  Folkestone  in  1965 

The  count  of  unemployed,  for  statistical  purposes,  is  made  on  the  second 
Monday  of  each  month.  The  “ unemployed  ” figures  also  include  those  per- 
sons unemployed  who  are  registered  for  employment,  but  not  in  receipt  of  cash 
benefits. 


MEN 

WOMEN 

(over  18) 

(over  18) 

January 

384 

104 

February 

365 

92 

March 

307 

.67 

April 

279 

40 

May 

239 

16 

June 

189 

10 

July 

202 

2 

August 

185 

9 

September 

233 

19 

October 

287 

37 

November 

334 

74 

December 

399 

71 

11 


Mrs.  W.  E.  Tucker,  Youth  Employment  Officer  has  supplied  the  follow- 
ing information  regarding  young  people  in  this  area  : 

In  1965,  the  employment  position  for  young  people  was  again  more 
favourable  than  usual.  The  firms  which  had  moved  to  the  area  in  the 
previous  year  consolidated  themselves  by  completing  the  recruitment  of 
their  staffs.  Vacancies  notified  fell  short  of  last  year’s  record  total,  but 
they  still  exceeded  the  average  annual  figure  of  900. 

The  winter  passed  without  the  high  unemployment  figures  which  have 
characterised  this  time  of  the  year  in  the  past.  Only  17  boys  and  14  girls 
were  registered  as  unemployed  on  the  day  of  the  statistical  count  in  Jan- 
uary, and  apart  from  the  beginning  of  August,  when  some  summer  school 
leavers  were  awaiting  placement,  the  register  has  remained  low  through- 
out the  year. 

There  are  now  only  two  statutory  school  leaving  dates  each  year — 
Easter  and  Summer,  and  most  pupils  complete  an  academic  year.  Pupils 
are  given  help  in  making  plans  for  employment  or  further  full-time 
training  well  in  advance  of  their  school  leaving  dates,  and  the  majority 
have  definite  offers  of  employment  or  have  made  other  training  arrange- 
ment before  the  summer  term  ends. 

During  1965,  212  local  boys  and  21  from  other  districts  (including 
Hythe)  were  placed  in  local  employment  as  follows  : 


Clerical  

Distributive  

Agricultural 

Skilled  Manual 
Factory  and  Labouring 
Others  


20 

38 

8 

63 

54 

50 


Two  hundred  and  fifty-one  local  girls  and  41  from  other  districts 
were  placed  locally  as  follows  : 


Clerical 


103 

93 

54 

10 

15 

17 


Distributive  . 
Domestic 
Needle  Trades 


Factory 

Other 


Twenty  boys  and  5 girls  were  placed  in  other  districts. 
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Causes  of  death  at  different  periods  of  life  during  1965 
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COMPARATIVE  TABLE 


The  following  gives  comparative  statistics  of  some  of  the  more 
important  items  for  the  past  ten  years 

Rate  per  1,000  Home  Population  unless  otherwise  stated 


Notifications  of 
Infectious  Disease  : 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.13 

0.27 

0.07 

2.39 

1.36 

0.25 

0.36 

0.39 

0.34 

1.11 

Measles 

0.29 

4.86 

19.91 

3.80 

0.20 

18.88 

1.12 

16.31 

2.99 

23.38 

Births  : 

No.  of  Births 

556 

562 

616 

618 

654 

676 

713 

699 

694 

713 

Birth  rate  (corrected)  13.12 

13.36 

14.27 

14.62 

15.32 

16.20 

16.86 

19.43 

19.31 

20.52 

Deaths  : 

No.  of  Deaths 

535 

545 

578 

568 

585 

635 

644 

734 

627 

666 

Death  rate  (corrected)  10.36 

Infant  Deaths  : 

10.61 

10.97 

11.13 

11.22 

12.47 

12.47 

12.46 

10.67 

11.28 

(Under  1 year) 

No.  of  Deaths 

Infant  mortality  rate 

7 

24 

15 

6 

13 

14 

8 

9 

13 

13 

per  1,000  births 

Illegitimate  Infants  : 

12.59 

42.70 

24.35 

9.70 

19.87 

20.71 

11.23 

12.87 

18.73 

18.23 

No.  of  illegitimate 

births 

Rate  per  1,000 

40 

38 

39 

33 

40 

46 

60 

58 

79 

78 

total  live  births 

Tuberculosis  : 

(All  forms) 

71.94 

67.61 

63.31 

53.40 

61.16 

68.05 

84.15 

82.97 

113.8 

109.3 

No.  of  deaths 

6 

1 

7 

4 

5 

2 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Death  rate 

0.13 

0.02 

0.15 

0.09 

0.11 

0.04 

0.04 

0.09 

0.00 

0.00 

Cancer  : 

No.  of  Deaths 

98 

93 

103 

114 

124 

121 

119 

131 

131 

139 

Death  rate 

2.18 

2.10 

2.29 

2.57 

2.76 

2.76 

2.68 

3.00 

3.01 

3.22 
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INFANT  DEATHS  DURING  1965 


SUMMARY  OF  DEATHS,  1965 


Non-Residents 

(Outward 


Deaths  occurring  in  Folkestone  : 

Military  Families  Hospital  

Royal  Victoria  Hospital  

Nursing  Homes  and  Old  Persons’  Homes 

Private  houses,  etc.  

Found  dead  on  arrival  at  Hospital 
Other  circumstances,  i.e.  on  public  highway,  etc 


Deaths  of  Residents  outside  Folkestone  and  classi- 
fied as  Inward  Transfers 


T r^tnsfer)  R esid  en  ts 


2 

73 

20 

11 

8 

1 


Totals  115 


1 

103 

71 

291 

4 

4 

474 


192 


Total  Deaths  for  Folkestone 


666 


15 


Inquests  18 

Post-mortems  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  189 

Uncertified  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER 

The  death  rate  of  3.22  per  1,000  home  population  from  cancer  (all  forms) 
during  1965  has  shown  an  increase  of  0.21  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi  for  males 
showed  a decrease  of  4 compared  with  1964  but  the  number  of  women  who 
died  was  increased  from  4 to  5.  All  these  deaths  were  in  persons  over  the 
age  of  55. 

A summary  of  deaths  over  the  past  5 years  is  shown  below  : 


1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Males 

15 

25 

17 

20 

16 

Females 

4 

6 

10 

4 

5 

Totals 

19 

31 

27 

24 

21 

The  figures  given  below  show  the  comparison  between  the  death  rate  per 
1,000  home  population  of  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi  with  that  for  res- 
piratory tuberculosis  : 

1961  1962  1963  1964  1965 

Death  rate  for — 

Cancer  of  lungs 

and  bronchi  0.43  0.69  0.61  0.55  0.48 

Tuberculosis, 

respiratory  0.04  0.02  0.07  0.00  0.00 

The  death  rate  in  1965  from  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi  was  0.55  for 
England  and  Wales  and  0.70  for  Greater  London. 


DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 


For  the  second  successive  year  there  was  no  instance  where  tuberculosis 
was  given  as  the  immediate  cause  of  death  although  3 names  were  removed 
from  the  tuberculosis  register  because  of  death  from  other  causes. 

Fifteen  patients,  14  previously  suffering  from  pulmonary  and  1 from  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  were  regarded  as  “ recovered  ”. 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  patients  whose  immediate  cause  of  death  was 
tuberculosis  or  had  been  reported  as  “ recovered  ” since  1961  are  : 


1961 

T.B.  Respiratory  : 

Deaths  ...  2 

Patients  regarded  as 
“ recovered  ” 8 

T.B.  Other  : 

Deaths  ...  — 

Patients  regarded  as 
“ recovered  ” 1 


1962 

1 

33 

1 


1963 

3 

40 

1 

5 


1964 


18 


3 


1965 


14 


1 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  of  infants  in  first  year  of  life)  in  1965 
was  18.23  per  1,000  live  births.  This  figure  compares  with  19.0  for  England  and 
Wales  and  18.4  for  Greater  London. 


1961 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per 
1,000  births  ...  20.71 

Number  of  infant  deaths 
caused  by  ; 

Premature  births  1 
Congenital 

malformations  4 


1962 

11.23 

3 


1963 

12.87 

4 

1 


1964 

18.73 

4 

5 


1965 

18.23 

1 

3 


STILL-BIRTHS 

During  the  year  seven  legitimate  still-births  were  assigned  to  this  borough  ; 


all  the  women  were  patients  in  hospital. 

The  causes  of  the  still-births  were  : 

Male 

Female 

Accidental  haemorrhage  

. . . — 

1 

Anencephaly  

1 

— 

Exomphalos  

1 

— 

Hydrocephalus  

— 

1 

Neonatal  asphyxia 

1 

— 

Pre-eclamptic  toxaemia  

— 

1 

Rhesus  incompatibility  

. . . — 

1 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

For  the  eleventh  successive  year  there  were  no  deaths  due  to  childbirth. 

PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  PAST  FIVE  YEARS 


Cancer 

Vascular 
lesions 
of  nervous 

{all  forms) 

system 

1961 

121 

93 

1962 

119 

96 

1963 

131 

124 

1964 

131 

94 

1965 

139 

96 

Coronary 

disease, 

Other  heart 

angina 

disease 

Bronchitis 

112 

90 

31 

134 

^11 

23 

158 

107 

40 

132 

77 

32 

134 

84 

27 
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Part  II— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

The  following  services  in  this  Borough  were  carried  out  by  the  Kent 
County  Council  : 

(1)  Ambulance  service 

(2)  Care  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children 

(3)  Domestic  help  and  night  attendant  service 

(4)  Domiciliary  midwifery 

(5)  Health  visiting 

(6)  Home  nursing 

(7)  Mental  health 

(8)  Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after-care 

(9)  Vaccination  and  Immunization  for  protection  against  Diphtheria, 

Poliomyelitis,  Smallpox,  Tetanus  and  Whooping  Cough 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS,  ETC. 

The  Kent  County  Council  provided  the  following  clinics  during  the  year  : 
(a)  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal 

Cheriton  Clinic  — Tuesday  afternoon. 

Old  Harvey  Grammar  School  — Wednesday  afternoon. 

These  clinics  were  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  J.  W.  D.  Buttery,  f.r.c.s., 

KR.c.o.G.^^^  Infant  Welfare 

Cheriton  Clinic  — Monday  afternonn. 

Thursday  afternoon. 

Second  and  fourth 

Thursday  morning  each 
month. 

Methodist  Church  Hall, 

Sand  gate  — Second  and  fourth 

Friday  afternoon  each 
month. 

Old  Harvey  Grammar  School  — Tuesday  afternoon. 

First,  third  and  fifth 
Thursday  morning  each 
month. 

Baptist  Church  Hall, 

Hill  Road  — Friday  morning. 

First  and  third  Friday 
afternoon  each  month. 

Dr.  Margaret  Paxton  was  in  attendance  at  the  Baptist  Church  Hall,  and 
Dr.  D.  A.  Ewing  at  the  other  three  centres. 

Mothercraft  and  ante-natal  relaxation  classes  have  also  been  held  as 
follows  : 

Cheriton  Clinic  — Wednesday  afternoon. 

Old  Harvey  Grammar  School  — Thursday  afternoon. 

HOSPITALS 

The  South-East  Kent  Hospital  Management  Committee  is  responsible  for 
this  service  and  the  following  hospitals  are  available  for  patients  from  this 
area  : 

(a)  General  and  Maternity 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Folkestone 
Willesborough  Hospital,  near  Ashford 
Buckland  Hospital,  Dover 
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(b)  Infectious  Diseases  (excluding  smallpox) 

Dover  Isolation  Hospital 
Ashford  Isolation  Hospital 

(c)  Chronic  Sick 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Lyminge 
Buckland  Hospital,  Dover 
Hothfield  Hospital,  Charing 

Smallpox  patients  would  be  admitted  to  the  Joyce  Green  Hospital, 
Dartford. 

Hospital  facilities  are  available  at  Shorncliffe  Camp  for  members  of  H.M. 
Forces  and  their  families  living  in  this  area. 

The  following  statistics  for  the  year’s  working  at  the  Royal  Victoria  Hos- 
pital, Folkestone,  have  been  supplied  by  the  Group  Secretary  of  the  South- 
East  Kent  Hospital  Management  Committee  : 

In-Patients 

Maternity  521 

Others  4,212 

New  Out-Patients 

Medical 637 

Paediatrics  65 

Diseases  of  the  Chest  197 

Dermatology  565 

Physical  Medicine  588 

Geriatrics  50 

Surgical 1,386 

E.N.T.  (including  T’s  and  A’s)  ...  1,159 

Orthopaedics  1,471 

Ophthalmology  818 

Radiotherapy  104 

Urology 69 

Dentistry  ...  ...  ...  ...  245 

Gynaecology  1,006 

Obstetrics — Ante-Natal  603 

Post-Natal  105 

Psychiatry  " 183 

Total  attendance  for  all  clinics  was  . . . 32,668 

Attendances  at  Accident  Department  15,171 
Out-Patient  attendances  at  Physio- 
therapy Department  26,239 

In-Patient  attendances  at  Physiotherapy 

Department  5,453 

together  with  2,653  Out-Patient  attendances  at  group  exercises  and 
1 ,885  In-Patient  attendances  at  group  exercises. 

Units  of  treatment  in  X-ray  Department  26,835 
Individual  patient  requests  in  Pathology 

Department  25,540 

Post  Mortems  189 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


An  efficient  ambulance  service  has  been  maintained  in  Folkestone  by  the 
Kent  County  Council  for  general,  maternity  and  accident  cases. 

Smallpox  and  Typhus  cases  would  be  moved  by  arrangement  with  the 
Canterbury  City  Ambulance  Service  and  other  cases  of  infectious  disease  by 
County  Council  Ambulances  from  Folkestone,  Dover  or  Ashford. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

The  Kent  County  Council  provides  vaccination  and  immunisation  ser- 
vices that  offer  to  children  a substantial  measure  of  protection  against  the 
following  diseases  : 

Diphtheria 

Poliomyelitis 

Smallpox 

Tetanus 

Whooping  Cough 

Protection  against  these  diseases  should  be  given  in  the  early  part  of  a 
child’s  life,  and  facilities  for  the  necessary  injections  were  available  at  the 
various  Child  Welfare  Clinics  in  the  Borough  or,  if  preferred,  by  the  family 
doctor  concerned. 


1.  Vaccination  against  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus 

Three  forms  of  protection  can,  by  the  use  of  Triple  Antigen,  be  combined 
in  such  a way  that  only  three  injections  are  ordinarily  necessary  to  immunise 
a child  against  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  ; however,  when 
children  have  already  had  Whooping  Cough  disease  it  is  considered  advisable 
to  have  them  vaccinated  against  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  only. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  has  supplied  the  following  figures  for  1965 
based  on  the  returns  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  : 


Year  of  Birth 

Primary 

Reinforcing 

Triple 

Diph./Tet. 

Triple 

Diph./Tet. 

1965  

273 

1 

— 

— 

1964  

307 

1 

21 

2 

1963  

18 

— 

237 

13 

1962  

7 

— 

61 

11 

1961  

5 

— 

36 

6 

1958-1960 

2 

1 

247 

66 

1949-1957 

I 

— 

9 

3 

Totals 

613 

3 

611 

101 

For  comparison  the  number  of  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria 


during  the  past  five  years  was  as  follows  : 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1 965 

Primary  inoculations  743 

636 

581 

542 

616 

Reinforcing  inoculations  469 

414 

587 

582 

712 

20 


2.  Poliomyelitis 

Yaccination 

y ear  of 

3rd  and  4th  Dose 

3 Orals 

Birth 

(Salk  and  Oral) 

(Complete  Course) 

1965 

1 

86 

1964 

— 

382 

1963 

2 

52 

1962 

1 

19 

1958-61 

283 

40 

1949-57 

37 

19 

Totals 

324 

598 

3.  Smallpox  Yaccination 

In  view  of  the  amendment  to  the  County  Council’s  proposals  approved  as 
from  the  1st  January,  1963,  the  following  is  the  only  information  now  available: 
Primary  vaccination — 1 year  402 

AUTHENTICATION  OF  YACCINATION  CERTIFICATES 

During  the  year  the  following  certificates  of  vaccination  against  smallpox. 


cholera  and  typhoid  fever  were  authenticated  : 

Smallpox  

• • • 

650 

Cholera  

• • • 

180 

Typhoid  fever 

58 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

These  examinations  were  carried  out  at  the 

Public  Health  Laboratory  at 

Maidstone  and  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Folkestone. 

A summary  of  the  results  of  specimens  submitted  by  me  during  the  year 

IS  shown  below  : 

Faeces  for  : 

Positive  Negative 

Clostridium  welchii  

1 

2 

Dysentery,  bacillary  

9 

18 

Pathogenic  organisms 

— 

10 

Salmonella  typhimurium 

1 

1 

Swabs  for : 

Haemolytic  streptococci 

6 

144 

Pathogenic  organisms 

— 

8 

Streptococcal  organisms 

8 

16 

Totals 

25 

- 199 

MENTAL  HEALTH 

This  authority  is  not  responsible  for  the  administration  of  work  under- 
taken in  the  community  in  accordance  with  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946,  and  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948— Section  47. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1951. 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  either  of  these  Acts  during 
1965.  ° 
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CARE  OF  OLD  PEOPLE  AND  THE  CHRONIC  SICK 


During  the  year  18  cases  involving  20  persons  were  investigated  and  help 
given  as  necessary  ; this  is  the  same  number  of  cases  as  in  1964. 


The  cases  were  originally  referred  to  me  by  : 

Administrator  of  Folkestone  Old  People’s 
Welfare  Committee 
County  Health  Visitor 

Home  Help  Organiser  

Police  ... 

Relatives  and  friends 


3 

1 

1 

1 

12 


In  two  instances  both  husband  and  wife  were  concerned  and  fourteen  of 
the  other  persons  were  elderly  women. 

Four  of  the  patients  were  admitted  to  hospital,  two  to  nursing  homes,  two 
to  old  persons’  homes,  five  referred  to  the  family  doctor  concerned  and  arrange- 
ments made  for  the  others  to  receive  assistance  as  required. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  Folkestone  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  to  help  in 
any  possible  way  the  elderly  people  of  the  town  and  amongst  its  many  activities 
is  visiting  the  lonely  and  housebound,  looking  after  their  social  interests,  obtain- 
ing grants  for  the  needy,  arranging  with  the  W.V.S.  for  clothing  and  meal-on- 
wheels  and  generally  advising  and  helping. 

I should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  Mrs.  C.  Skelton,  Adminis- 
trator of  the  Folkestone  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee,  and  to  Miss  G. 
Bowman  the  Home  Help  Organiser  for  their  unstinting  efforts  and  willing  co- 
operation at  all  times. 


N.S.P.C.C. 

During  the  year  Senior  Inspector  F.  E.  Freegard  left  the  district  after 
more  than  twenty  years  service  in  this  area  and  I should  like  to  express  my 
sincere  thanks  for  the  efficient  and  tactful  assistance  which  he  has  given  at 
all  times,  and  I am  sure  Inspector  E.  N.  Eoveday  will  be  a worthy  successor. 

In  1965  a total  of  34  cases  compared  with  15  the  previous  year  were  in- 
vestigated by  the  Inspectors  in  Eolkestone.  The  welfare  of  89  children  was 
affected  and  48  persons  involved  : fifty-eight  of  the  children  were  under  the 
age  of  5 years. 

These  34  cases  were  reported  by  : 

Members  of  the  general  public  ...  ...  17 

Police  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

School  officials  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  officials  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Sixteen  of  the  cases  were  classified  as  neglect,  6 as  assault  and  ill-treatment, 
and  the  aid  or  advice  of  the  Inspectors  was  sought  in  12  cases. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  proportion  of  neglect  cases  to  those  of  ill- 
treatment  and  assault  (16  to  6)  and  this  is  mainly  due  to  the  different  varieties 
of  “ neglect  ” which  includes  such  things  as  structural  neglect,  dirt  or  filth, 
dirty  children,  badly  clad  and  “ dirty  ” heads,  starvation  or  under-feeding,  lack 
of  warm  clothing  and  clean/warm  bedding  ; it  may  well  be  that  parents  are 
not  securing  adequate  medical  attention  for  the  children,  that  they  are  being 
left  unattended  for  long  periods  in  dangerous  conditions  or  maybe  the  parents 
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just  failing  to  maintain  and  provide  for  the  children  properly.  These  conditions 
can  be  single  or  collective. 

Early  reporting  of  cases  of  neglect  can  do  a great  deal  to  prevent  un- 
necessary suffering  to  children  and  conditions  deteriorating  to  such  an  extent 
that  Court  action  becomes  necessary. 

Inspector  Loveday  is  responsible  for  a very  large  area  which  extends  from 
Charing  in  the  west,  down  to  Dungeness  and  Lydd,  the  Romney  Marsh  area, 
Folkestone,  Capel,  Dover,  Deal,  the  mining  village  of  Elvington,  Hawkinge  and 
Elham.  He  now  lives  in  Folkestone  and,  for  obvious  reasons,  this  has  resulted 
in  a greater  number  of  cases  being  reported. 


NURSING  HOMES 

There  has  not  been  any  alteration  in  the  number  of  Nursing  Homes  in  the 
Borough. 

The  five  registered  Homes  at  the  end  of  the  year  provided  the  following 
beds  : 

For  maternity  patients  only  ...  ...  4 

For  maternity  or  other  patients  ...  ...  5 

For  other  patients  only  56 


VENEREAL  DISEASE 

The  following  is  a summary  supplied  by  Dr.  D.  E.  Sharvill,  Consultant 
Dermatologist  and  Venereologist  for  this  area,  of  the  new  patients  from  Folke- 
stone who  attended  the  treatment  centres  at  Ashford,  Canterbury  and  Dover 
during  1965  : 


New 

Total 

Cases 

New  Cases 

in 

in  1 964  for 

1965 

Comparison 

Syphilis  

1 

Nil 

Gonorrhoea 

12 

7 

Other  conditions 

65 

34 

FOLKESTONE  CREMATORIUM 

The  deaths  in  1965  were  39  more  than  in  the  previous  year  and  this  has 
partly  been  reflected  by  an  increase  of  48  in  the  number  of  cremation  certi- 
ficates issued  ; 515  in  1965  compared  with  467  in  1964. 

Approximately  three-fifths  (306  of  the  total  of  515  certificates  issued)  were 
in  respect  of  Folkestone  residents  ; the  remainder  came  from  the  following 
areas  : 


Capel  and  Dover  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Dymchurch  and  New  Romney  ...  ...  9 

Hawkinge  and  S Wingfield  ...  12 

Hythe  and  Saltwood  ...  103 

Fyminge  and  Elham  12 

Other  areas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 
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MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  CORPORATION  EMPLOYEES 

The  following  medical  examinations  were  carried  out  during  1965  : 


For  admission  to  the  Corporation  : 

Males 

Females 

(a)  Superannuation  Scheme 

38 

14 

(b)  Sick  Pay  Scheme 

62 

2 

Special  examinations  ... 

15 

1 

Totals 

115 

17 

Arrangements  were  made  for  70  of  the  employees  to  have  X-ray  examin- 
ation of  the  chest. 


HOME  SAFETY 

The  Folkestone  Home  Safety  Committee  has  continued  to  be  very  active 
in  advising  and  assisting  the  public  in  all  matters  connected  with  Home  Safety. 

The  Annual  Broken  Glass  Campaign  has  again  succeeded  in  reducing  the 
number  of  cuts  treated  on  the  East  Cliff  Sands  by  the  British  Red  Cross  from 
143  in  1961,  66  in  1962,  54  in  1963,  33  in  1964  to  18  in  1965. 

During  the  year  a new  Folkestone  Home  Safety  Booklet  was  produced 
and  2,500  copies  circulated  by  libraries,  clinics,  senior  girls’  schools  and  by 
other  means. 

The  receipt  of  statistics  from  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital  dealing  with  the 
number  of  persons  treated  at  hospital  for  non-fatal  injuries  caused  by  home 
accidents  shows  a decrease  over  the  past  three  years  as  follows  : 

527 
429 
347 


1963- 1964 

1964- 1965 

1965- 1966 
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Part  III— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  in  this  Borough  is  provided  by  the  Folkestone  and  District 
Water  Company  and  supplied  as  follows  : 


Total  residential  supplies  at  31st  December,  1964  ...  16,257 

(Folkestone  borough  and  adjoining  parishes  of 

Alkham,  Capel-le-Ferne,  Hawkinge,  Newington  and 
Paddlesworth) 

New  supplies  to  new  dwellings,  etc  ...  ...  ...  212 


16,469 

Disused  supplies  disconnected  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 


Total  supplies  at  31st  December,  1965  ...  ...  ...  16,371 


No  dwellings  in  this  area  are  dependent  only  on  an  outdoor  standpipe  for 
domestic  supplies,  and  only  one  dwelling  not  supplied  by  public  water  mains 
or  adequate  piped  supply. 

For  many  years  the  Folkestone  and  District  Water  Company  have  found 
that  the  quality  of  the  water  obtained  from  their  wells  at  Drellingore  and  Lower 
Standen  suffered  some  seasonal  deterioration  following  the  first  heavy  rainfall 
of  late  summer  or  autumn.  This  was  almost  certainly  due  to  filth  from  the  fields 
and  farmyards  being  washed  down  the  lanes  from  Hockley  Sole  and  Upper 
Standen  to  Lower  Standen  crossroads  whence  it  found  its  way  into  the  chalk. 
To  minimise  this  periodic  pollution  they  last  year  laid  a drainpipe  from  South 
Alkham  to  Lower  Standen.  Its  diameter  is  15  in.  from  South  Alkham  to  a 
point  above  Drellingore  Pit  and  12  in.  thence  up  to  Lower  Standen.  It  receives 
all  the  storm  water  from  the  public  road  B.2060  at  Lower  Standen  and  further 
quantities  at  Drellingore  corner  and  at  South  Alkham. 

This  storm  water  drain  was  completed  and  brought  into  use  early  in  1965, 
after  which  the  amount  of  the  periodic  pollution  was  very  much  diminished. 
The  Company  believe,  however,  that  a further  improvement  can  be  made  by 
extending  the  drainpipe  for  a few  hundred  yards  down  the  valley  towards 
Alkham  so  as  to  bring  its  points  of  discharge  further  downstream  from  Drellin- 
gore well  and  they  hope  to  complete  this  extension  during  this  year. 

Houses  fronting  on  Crete  Road,  Crete  Road  West  and  Dover  Road  bet- 
ween the  Valiant  Sailor  and  Capel-le-Ferne  receive  water  from  the  system  of 
mains  serving  Capel-le-Ferne.  The  demand  for  water  in"Capel-le-Ferne  has 
increased  considerably  since  the  mains  were  laid  in  1936  and  there  has  recently 
been  some  difficulty  in  maintaining  full  pressure  at  the  highest  houses  during 
spells  of  hot  weather.  To  improve  this  the  Company  in  1965  laid  an  8 in.  main 
from  their  Lower  Standen  Pumping  Station  to  Hurst  Lane,  Capel-le-Ferne, 
where  it  feeds  into  the  existing  system  of  mains.  Any  surplus  water  passes 
through  these  mains  via  Crete  Road  to  their  high  level  tank  at  Paddlesworth. 
A new  pump  has  been  installed  to  deliver  water  via  this  high  level  route  and  is 
now  available  for  use. 

The  water  generally  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

Sixty-two  reports  of  chemical  examinations  and  63  reports  of  bacterio- 
logical examinations  were  received  during  the  year  from  the  Folkestone  and 
District  Waterworks  Company. 
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On  two  occasions  there  was  a presumptive  coliform  reaction  and  the 
water  therefore  just  failed  to  attain  the  usual  high  standard,  they  were  never- 
theless considered  satisfactory  and  indicative  of  a wholesome  water  suitable 
for  public  supply  purposes. 

Samples  of  the  treated  water  going  into  supply  were  taken  by  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  at  regular  intervals  throughout  the  year  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  and  every  precaution  taken  to  ensure  continued  safety  of 
supply. 

The  following  samples  were  submitted  for  examination  : 

(a)  Bacteriological  Examination  : 

Satisfactory 

Statutory  supply  undertaking  ...  75 

(b)  Chemical  Examination  : 

Satisfactory 

Statutory  supply  undertaking  ...  3 


Unsatisfactory 

Nil 

Unsatisfactory 

Nil 


The  chemical  results  of  a sample  from  the  statutory  supply  undertaking 


Parts  per  Million 
0.015 
0.006 
Nil 
5.0 
26 
250 
284 
34 


0.05 
360 
7.0 

very  little  mineral  or  vegetable 


were  : 

Appearance  — Clear  but  not  bright. 

Odour  — None. 

Free  ammonia 

Albuminoid  ammonia  

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 
Chlorine  as  Chlorides 

Temporary  Hardness  

Total  Hardness 

Permanent  Hardness  

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in 

hours  at  80°F.  

Total  Solids  

pH  Value 

A microscopic  examination  revealed 
matter. 

The  report  indicated  that  the  water  was  chemically  satisfactory. 

Twenty-three  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  from 
vessels  and  shore  hydrants  during  the  year,  and  two  samples  were  taken  at  the 
Harbour  Station  from  boat  train  buffet  cars.  Coliform  bacilli  were  reported  in 
one  of  the  samples  taken  from  a cross-channel  vessel  and  the  matter  was  taken 
up  accordingly  ; subsequent  check  samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

One  sample  of  water  was  taken  for  chemical  examination  from  No.  1 
berth  at  the  Folkestone  Harbour  ; the  report  stated  that  the  sample  was 
chemically  satisfactory. 

PUBLIC  ANALYST 

Mr.  J.  H.  E.  Marshall,  m.a.,(cantab.),  f.r.i.c.,  has  continued  as  Public 
Analyst  for  this  Borou^Ji. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING,  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  Central  Station  relief  intercepting  sewer  has  been  in  operation  during 
1465  and  the  construction  of  the  Dover  Road  relief  intercepting  sewer  was 
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completed  during  the  year.  No  incidents  of  flooding  have  been  reported  on 
either  of  the  areas  served  by  these  new  sewers. 

A contract  for  sewerage  works  in  Sandgate  was  commenced  in  1965.  The 
work  includes  an  additional  sewer  to  provide  for  the  drainage  of  the  Enbrook 
Valley  Estate,  a new  and  lengthened  sewer  outfall  at  Granville  Parade  and 
new  and  higher  capacity  pumps  in  the  pumping  station.  The  construction  of 
a new  storm  overflow  sewer,  discharging  on  the  foreshore  at  Martello  Terrace 
was  nearing  completion  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

HOUSING 

The  Borough  Treasurer  has  provided  me  with  the  following  information 
regarding  the  number  of  families  on  the  Council’s  waiting  list  at  the  31st 
December,  1965,  and  the  number  who  have  been  accommodated  ; 

(a)  On  Council’s  waiting  list 

(i)  without  separate  homes  ...  ...  ...  277 

(ii)  with  separate  homes  (but  sub-standard, 

service  tenancies,  etc.)  203 


Totals  480 


(b)  Families  accommodated 

(i)  Families  rehoused  by  Council  54 

(ii)  Transfers  (including  tenants  from  pre- 

fabricated bungalows  to  be  de- 
molished) ...  ...  ...  ...  93 

Forty-four  cases,  compared  with  33  during  1964  and  40  in  1963,  were  re- 
ferred to  me  in  view  of  overcrowded,  congested  or  unhygienic  conditions, 
chronic  illness,  etc. 

Sixteen  of  the  cases  were  recommended  for  priority  in  re-housing  or  trans- 
fer to  a larger  type  of  Corporation  accommodation  after  full  investigation  and 
consideration  of  all  relevant  facts. 


The  cases  were  referred  to  me  by  : 

Borough  Treasurer  on  medical  grounds  ...  13 

Chest  Physician 5 

County  Health  Visitors 8 

County  Midwife  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Family  Doctor  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Housing  applicants  themselves  on  medical 

grounds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

N.S.P.C.C.  Inspector  1 

The  Borough  Engineer  has  supplied  the  following  summary  of  the  hous- 
ing programme  which  was  completed  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Number  of  : 

(i)  Houses  converted  into  flats  8 

(ii)  Flats  resulting  from  such  conversions  ...  25 

(b)  Number  of  dwellings  completed  by  : 

(i)  Focal  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

(ii)  Private  enterprise  218 

The  future  housing  programme  includes  the  erection  of  141  units  of  ac- 
commodation plus  34  old  people’s  dwellings  and  houses  to  replace  temporary 
bungalows  at  Cheriton,  and  development  of  site  at  Firs  Fane  for  the  local 
authority  ; private  enterprise  will  continue  the  development  of  Enbrook 
Valley  estate.  Cherry  Garden  Avenue  extension  and  Hill  Road,  Gardners  Close, 
Military  Road  and  completion  of  estate  development  at  Encombe. 


27 


PART  IV— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


DYSENTERY 

Of  the  eight  civilian  cases  of  bacillary  dysentery  confirmed  one  was  a 
woman  of  82,  who  was  a patient  in  the  Military  Families  Hospital  at  Shorn- 
cliffe,  four  were  members  of  one  family  and  three  members  of  a second  family. 
A nursing  auxiliary,  woman  aged  19  stationed  at  the  Military  Families  Hos- 
pital, was  also  notified. 

Nine  suspected  cases  were  investigated  but  the  provisional  diagnosis  not 
confirmed  pathologically. 

Three  members  of  H.M.  Forces  who  had  recently  returned  from  the  West 
Indies,  and  now  stationed  at  Shorncliffe  Camp  were  notified  as  suffering  from 
amoebic  dysentery. 

ENTERITIS 

In  February  two  infants  in  the  Military  Families  Hospital  were  notified 
as  suffering  from  E.coli  enteritis  and  one,  a girl  of  4 days,  later  died. 

Further  investigations  were  carried  out  by  the  army  medical  authorities 
and  two  other  patients,  four  members  of  the  nursing  staff  and  three  women 
on  the  domestic  staff  were  found  to  be  “ carriers  ” of  the  organism. 

In  August  an  infant  of  nine  months,  also  suffering  from  E.coli  enteritis, 
was  admitted  to  the  Dover  Isolation  Hospital. 

ERYSIPELAS 

Only  two  of  the  ten  cases  of  erysipelas  notified  were  under  the  age  of  45 
years  ; two  of  the  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Dover  Isolation  Hospital. 

INFECTIVE  HEPATITIS 

Following  an  outbreak  of  infective  hepatitis  in  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
mainly  affecting  children  in  two  primary  schools  although  cases  also  occurred 
among  the  adult  population,  and  as  it  was  anticipated  that  in  view  of  the  long 
incubation  period  of  this  disease  further  cases  would  occur  at  intervals  of  3-4 
weeks  for  some  time  to  come,  measures  for  the  control  of  the  disease  were 
instituted  including  application  being  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for 
this  to  be  made  a notifiable  disease  in  the  borough  under  Section  147  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  1936. 

The  necessary  approval  was  received  from  the  Minister  and  The  Borough 
of  Folkestone  (Infective  Hepatitis)  Order  1965  came  into  operation  on  the 
8th  March  1965  and  will  continue  in  force  for  a period  of  three  years  from 
that  date. 

All  cases  notified  were  visited  and  advice  given  to  contacts  including 
paying  special  attention  to  personal  hygiene,  washing  of  hands  after  using  the 
toilet  and  before  handling  food,  and  cleansing  of  W.C.s  and  baths  bearing  in 
mind  that  the  spread  of  this  disease  is  chiefly  intestinal. 

Contacts  were  also  advised  to  consult  their  family  doctor  should  symp- 
toms of  sickness  with  raised  temperature  develop,  and  as  a general  rule  no 
exclusion  of  contacts  was  made  except  in  special  cases  referred  to  me  ; the 
latter  included  persons  who  were  food  handlers  or  whose  work  brought  them 
into  contact  with  closed  communities. 

Nine  primary  schools  and  four  of  the  secondary  schools  in  the  borough 
were  affected. 
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The  age  groups  of  the  civilian  cases  were  : 

Infants  under  13  years  ...  ...  13 

From  5 to  14  years  113 

From  15  to  44  years  60 

45  years  and  over  9 


In  the  following  37  incidents  two  or  more  members  of  the  same  household 
were  affected  : 

Number  of 
Incidents 


Two  cases  in  same  household  ...  26 

Three  cases  in  same  household  ...  6 

Four  cases  in  same  household  ...  3 

Five  cases  in  same  household  ...  2 


Seventeen  contacts  were  seen  by  me  or  my  deputy  and  eight  were  excluded 
temporarily  from  their  work  as  food  handlers. 

MALARIA  “Relapse” 

Four  members  of  H.M.  Forces  who  had  malaria  whilst  on  service  abroad 
had  a relapse  and  were  admitted  to  the  Military  Hospital  at  Shorncliffe. 

MEASLES 

The  peak  of  the  biennial  epidemic  of  measles  was  reached  during  the 
first  week  of  March.  A total  of  1,018  cases  were  notified  and  of  these  555 
were  infants  under  the  age  of  5 years  and  456  of  school  age. 

A man  of  35  and  six  of  the  children  under  the  age  of  7 years,  who  de- 
veloped complications,  were  admitted  to  hospital. 

MENINGOCOCCAL  MENINGITIS 

An  infant  of  17  months  was  admitted  to  the  local  hospital  from  outside 
the  borough  for  observation  and  died  within  two  days  ; the  cause  of  death 
was  subsequently  confirmed  as  fulminating  meningococcal  meningitis. 

A boy  of  12  years,  who  had  been  staying  for  one  night  at  a local  hotel,  was 
admitted  for  observation  but  the  provisional  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

A baby  of  6 days  suffering  from  ophthalmia  neonatorum  was  transferred 
from  the  Military  Families  Hospital  to  the  Dover  Isolation  Hospital. 

This  is  an  inflammatory  condition  causing  discharge-from  the  eyes  of  a 
newborn  baby,  and  during  the  past  13  years  only  three  cases  have  been  notified. 

PNEUMONIA 

Of  the  nineteen  cases  of  acute  primary  pneumonia  notified  five  were  under 
the  age  of  4 years,  three  were  children  of  school  age,  ten  over  the  age  of  28 
and  the  remaining  case,  a patient  in  the  Military  Hospital  at  Shorncliffe,  was 
a young  army  cadet  aged  17. 

Two  cases  of  influenzal  pneumonia,  women  aged  36  and  48  years  respec- 
tively, were  also  reported. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 

All  the  five  cases  were  under  the  age  of  33  years  ; two  of  the  women  were 
patients  in  the  Military  Families  Hospital. 
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In  two  of  the  cases  the  cause  of  the  pyrexia  was  stated  to  be  : 

Endometritis  ...  ...  woman  aged  32 

Haemolytic  streptococcus  ...  woman  aged  25 
In  the  other  three  cases  the  cause  was  not  known. 

SCARLET  FEVER 

Of  the  48  cases  of  scarlet  fever  reported  only  three  were  over  the  age  of 
15  years.  Seven  of  the  patients  (six  from  the  Bruce  Porter  Hospital  Home  and 
a boy  of  5 years  who  also  had  right  mastoiditis)  were  admitted  to  Isolation 
Hospitals. 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

Only  four  sporadic  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified  ; all  the 
patients  were  under  the  age  of  6 years. 

OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  Etc. 

A summary  of  the  other  patients  admitted  to  various  hospitals  in  the 
area  during  the  year  is  as  follows  : 


Disease  or  Illness 

Male 

Female 

Chickenpox 

— 

3 

Gastro-enteritis  

1 

2 

Glandular  fever 

1 

2 

Herpes  frontalis  

— 

1 

Meningitis  (organism  not  isolated)  ... 

1 

— 

Mumps 

— 

1 

Pemphigus  neonatorum 

1 

— 

Presumptive  myocardial  disease  

1 

— 

Severe  macrocytic  type  anaemia  

— 

1 

Staphylococcal  infections  

16 

5 

RABIES 

A case  of  suspected  rabies  occurred  at  a local  quarantine  kennels  in  a 
dog  imported  from  Kenya. 

Nine  members  of  the  kennels’  stalf,  who  were  contacts  with  the  animal, 
were  given  a course  of  anti-rabic  treatment  at  the  local  hospital.  The  pro- 
visional diagnosis  of  rabies  was  not  confirmed. 

FOOD  POISONING 

Two  local  residents  attended  a club  supper  outside  the  borough  and 
information  was  later  received  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
authority  concerned  that  a number  of  people  who  had  been  present  at  this 
function  became  ill  with  symptoms  of  food  poisoning.  Follow-up  investi- 
gations were  carried  out  and  Cl.welchii  isolated  from  a stool  specimen  from 
one  of  the  Folkestone  men. 

In  a second  incident  a total  of  seventeen  elderly  people,  all  over  the  age 
of  64,  who  where  staying  at  a holiday  home  in  Folkestone  were  reported  as 
suffering  from  diarrhoea  : the  attack,  although  severe  at  the  onset,  was 
short-lived. 

Necessary  investigations  were  carried  out  but  laboratory  tests  on  stools 
from  five  of  the  patients  and  on  samples  of  food  were  negative.  The  incident, 
however,  was  regarded  clinically  as  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning. 

Three  individual  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  were  also  reported  and 
investigated  but  the  provisional  diagnosis  not  confirmed. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Of  the  12  new  cases  notified  7 were  pulmonary  and  5 non-pulmonary. 
This  is  1 1 less  than  the  total  for  1964. 

(a)  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1952,  and  Public  Health  Act, 

1936  (Section  172). 

No  action  taken  during  the  year. 

(b)  New  Gases  Notified  during  1965. 


Age  in  years 
0-4 
5-14 

15-24  ... 

25-44  . . . 

45-64  ... 

65  and  over 


Respiratory 

M.  F. 


1 

2 2 
1 — 

1 


Meninges  and  C.N.S. 
M.  F. 


Other 

M.  F. 


1 


2 

1 

1 


Totals  3 4 — — 1 4 


Number  of  deaths  from  unnotified  Tuberculosis  (not  immediate  cause)  1 

Number  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  admitted  to  hospital 
during  the  year  : 

(a)  Pulmonary  5 

(b)  Non-pulmonary  -- 

(c)  Mortality  during  1965. 

In  no  instance  during  vne  year  was  tuberculosis  given  as  the  immediate 
cause  of  death. 


(d)  Number  of  Cases  on  Tuberculosis  Register. 


On  register  at  1st  January,  1965 

Primary  Notifications 

Other  additions  (returned  to  dis- 
trict, transferred  from  other 
areas,  restored  to  register,  etc.) 

Totals 

Removed  (died,  left  district,  re- 
covered, non-tuberculous,  etc).  ... 

Remaining  on  Register  at  31st 
December,  1965 


Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  T otal 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

74 

46 

6 

11 

137 

3 

4 

1 

4 

12 

3 

4 

— 

— 

7 

80 

54 

7 

15 

156 

13 

9 

1 

2 

* 

tN-) 

67 

45 

6 

13 

131 

*Seven  patients  left  the  district  and  15  were  reported  by  Chest  Physician  as 
recovered. 
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(e)  New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  during  1965 — Occupation  of  Patients 


Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

Total 

Chef  

M. 

1 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

Gardener 

1 

— 

— 



1 

Housewife 

...  ...  — 

3 



3 

6 

Merchant  Seaman 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Mother’s  Help 

...  ...  — 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Retired 

...  ...  

— 

1 

— 

1 

Unemployed 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Totals  3 

4 

1 

4 

12 

(f)  Chest  Clinic 

Dr.  J.  Spencer  Jones,  Chest  Physician,  has  supplied  the  following  inform- 
ation : 

The  notification  figures  during  the  past  five  years  suggest  that  pul- 
monary tuberculosis  is  becoming  less,  but  there  seems  to  have  been  no 
great  change  in  the  yield  of  non-pulmonary  disease,  so  far. 

Number  of  people  with  tuberculosis,  requiring  medical  advice 

There  was  little  change. 

The  number  was  582  in  1964  and  560  in  1965. 

Most  of  these  people  did  not  require  treatment  but  showed  signs  of 
a past  tuberculous  infection,  requiring  precautionary  re-examinations,  in 
order  to  reassure  them  that  they  were  not  in  need  of  treatment  and  were 
not  a danger  to  others. 

New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis 

The  incidence  again  fell  and  only  seven  new  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  found,  all  of  whom  were  non-infectious  by  the  end  of  the 
year.  The  incidence  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  did  not  fall  and  five 
new  cases  were  seen. 

Resistant  Organisms 

Patients  infected  by  germs  resistant  to  the  usual  treatments  increased 
from  three  (1964)  to  four,  when  an  unsuccessfully  treated  patient  arrived 
from  another  County. 

All  four  patients  remained  infectious  throughout  the  year. 

Long-stay  Immigrants 

In  some  parts  of  the  country,  notably  Bradford,  immigrants  arrive 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  spread  this  in  the  community.  The  British 
Medical  Association  has  proposed  that  all  long-stay  immigrants  should 
be  examined  before  leaving  their  own  country. 

In  Folkestone,  if  a long-stay  immigrant  can  be  contacted,  he  is  offered 
a protective  B.C.G.  injection  and/or  chest  X-ray. 

B.C.G.  Vaccinations 

110  contacts  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  given  the  protective 
B.C.G.  injection  at  Folkestone  Chest  Clinic  and  a far  greater  number 
were  offered  similar  protection  at  school. 

Attendances,  etc.,  at  the  Folkestone  Chest  Clinic  were  : 


New  Patients — 

(i)  Complete  examination  ...  197 

(ii)  BCG  contacts,  etc 229 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  1,288 

BCG  vaccinations,  including  non-contacts  134 

Number  of  contacts  examined  ...  421 
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INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  1965 
Confirmed  Cases  of  Infectious  and  Other  Notifiable  Diseases  among  the 
Civilian  and  Military  Population  durii^  1965 
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Infective  Hepatitis  was  made  a notifiable  disease  with  effect  from  8th  March,  1965. 
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* Patient  in  Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Folkestone 
t Patients  in  Military  Families  Hospital,  Shorncliffe  Camp 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  seventeenth  annual  report  on  the 
work  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate. 

Living  in  a highly  developed  country  such  as  England,  and  enjoying  a 
standard  of  public  health  protection  which  is  unsurpassed  anywhere  in  the 
world,  and  more  especially  when  the  place  of  residence  is  a pleasant  health 
resort  such  as  Folkestone,  makes  one  tend  to  accept  all  this  as  the  general 
pattern  elsewhere  ; it  is,  in  fact,  a matter  for  profound  appreciation  of  the 
century  of  continuing  efforts  of  all  those  officers  in  the  public  health  service, 
and  their  colleagues  in  every  other  section  of  local  government,  in  achieving 
the  standard  of  environmental  health  which  now  obtains. 

This  observation  is  prompted  by  reflections  on  the  theme  currently  chosen 
by  the  World  Health  Organisation  for  particular  study,  i.e.  the  development 
of  urban  centres  of  population,  and  in  which  the  Director  General  of  that 
organisation  offers  a sobering  reminder  that  even  today,  so  far  as  large  conur- 
bations are  concerned,  the  mushrooming  city  growth  in  many  parts  of  the 
world  has  given  rise  to  shanty  towns  and  slums  such  as  have  not  been  seen  in 
this  country  for  one  hundred  years  or  more. 

One  third  of  today’s  city  populations  are  reported  to  be  herded  densely 
together  in  insanitary,  overcrowded  and  unhealthy  living  conditions,  and  the 
magnitude  of  the  housing  problem  alone  is  shown  in  the  estimate  that  even 
in  developed  countries  thirty  million  houses  are  required  to  “ ease  the  crisis  ”, 
while  in  developing  nations  some  one  hundred  and  fifty  million  people  require 
decent  housing  “ forthwith  ”. 

A study  of  such  reports,  which  are  undisputed  and  include  descriptions  of 
open  sewers,  accumulations  of  refuse,  non-existent  hygiene  and  polluted  water 
being  commonplace,  affords  some  comparison  between  conditions  in  countries 
where  the  degree  of  public  health  control  is  so  different,  and  underlines  the 
high  standard  which  is  rightly  taken  as  the  “ norm  ” for  Folkestone  and  indeed 
all  other  areas  in  this  country. 

In  the  effort  to  sustain  this  standard  much  useful  work  continued  in  all 
branches  of  the  duties  which  are  the  particular  concern  of  the  department. 
Although  statistics  are  by  no  means  the  true  yardstick  of  work  accomplished, 
nevertheless  successive  annual  reports  show  in  cold  figures  alone  that  over 
ten  thousand  visits  are  made  each  year  by  Inspectors  in  the  pursuance  of 
these  duties. 

The  work  is  largely  unobtrusive  in  that  no  impressive  architectural  land- 
marks or  spectacular  displays  can  be  seen  as  public  health  monuments  ; on 
the  contrary,  for  example,  demolition  or  slum  clearance  schemes  often  result 
in  unsightly  scars  which  are  only  partially  healed  by  nature  in  due  time  and 
which  are  the  understandable  target  of  aesthetic  objections  ; but  they  also 
mark  to  a Public  Health  Inspector  the  demise  of  unfe  dwellings  which  have 
outlived  their  useful  or  healthy  lifetime. 

Progress  was  made  in  the  inspection  of  offices  and  shops  under  the  Offices, 
Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act,  and  further  advances  were  achieved  in  the 
fields  of  food  hygiene  and  general  housing,  though  in  the  latter  the  num- 
ber of  applications  for  improvement  grants  was  even  more  disappointing. 
An  initial  survey  was  made  of  a proposed  Compulsory  Improvement  Area 
which  it  was  hoped  to  submit  for  consideration  during  the  year,  but  in  the 
event  this  was  not  quite  achieved  ; the  proposal  was,  however,  formally  ap- 
proved by  the  Borough  Council  early  in  1966. 
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While  duties  increase  in  volume  and  complexity,  no  more  time  is  available 
to  contain  them,  and  priorities  have  to  be  adjusted  to  try  and  maintain  a 
balance  under  which  no  duty  is  neglected.  This  is  an  ever  increasing  problem 
which  was  only  kept  in  hand  during  1965  by  the  sustained  efforts  of  all  the 
staff  in  the  department,  both  technical  and  clerical.  All  have  given  of  their 
very  best  and  all  deserve  to  share  the  credit,  and  I would  again  pay  unqualified 
tribute  to  their  hard  work.  My  Deputy,  Mr.  Pattman  has,  as  always,  rendered 
splendid  service. 

I am  grateful  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  and  Housing 
Committee,  the  Establishment  Committee  and  to  the  Council  for  their  con- 
tined  support  and  encouragement,  and  to  officers  and  staff  in  other  departments 
for  their  co-operation. 


Yours  obediently, 

L.  H.  VALE, 

Chiej  Public  Health  Inspector, 

Borough  and  Port  of  Folkestone. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 

1.  COMPLAINTS 

Number  of  complaints  received  and  dealt  with  776 

2.  INSPECTIONS — Summary  of  visits  made. 

Public  Health  Acts,  1936-1961 

Number  of  premises  inspected  (primary  visits)  ...  633 

Visits  to  premises  (including  re-visits)  2,239 

Housing  Acts,  1957-1964 

Visits  for  purposes  of  securing  repairs  ...  ...  345 

Visits  re  individual  unfit  dwellings,  compliance  with 
demolition  orders,  checks  on  compliance  with 

closing  orders,  etc.  193 

Visits  re  clearance  areas,  supervision  of  demolition  etc.  130 

Visits  for  general  survey  and  assessment  of  properties  149 

Visits  re  houses-let-in-multiple  occupation  421 

Housing  Acts,  1958-1964 

Visits  re  improvement  grants  (including  preliminary 

enquiries,  formal  inspections  and  re-visits)  ...  569 

Housing  {General) 

Visits  re  housing  applications  (alleged  overcrowding, 

claims  for  priorty,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 

Visits  re  Tuberculosis  patients  5 

Miscellaneous  visits  13 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 

Inspection  of  shops  and  other  premises,  stalls,  mobile 
vehicles  etc.  where  food  is  stored,  handled,  and/or 

sold  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,676 

Visits  to  ice-cream  premises  144 

Visits  to  licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Miscellaneous  visits  (including  food  sampling,  etc.)  . . . 820 

Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Premises  inspected  and  recorded  208 

Visits  to  premises  subject  to  registration,  for  purposes 

of  the  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  685 

Visits  to  other  premises  for  check  purposes  52 

Milk  and  Dairies 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  Milk  Regulations  ...  150 

Visits  to  other  premises,  etc.  not  recorded  above 

Factories  (a)  Power  ...  ...  ...  ^...  ...  107 

(b)  Non-power  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

(c)  Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963  ...  13 

Agricultural  Premises  (farms,  holdings,  etc.)  ...  1 

Bathing  Pools  47 

Caravan  and  Camping  Sites  169 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956  163 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Food)  Order,  1957  ...  16 

Food  Poisoning  enquiries  13 

Hairdressers’  premises  34 

Infectious  diseases  380 

Knacker’s  Yard  16 

Licensing  Act,  1961  40 
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Riding  Establishments  Act,  1963  48 

Meat  Inspection  62 

Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926  (Marking  Orders)  ...  152 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960  297 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951  19 

Places  of  entertainment  11 

Rodent  Control  (visits  by  Inspectors  only)  124 

Miscellaneous  611 


Total  number  of  visits  made  10,106 

Visits  to  Port  663 


10,769 


3.  NOTICES  SERVED 


Notices 

Served 

Notices 

Complied 

Defects  or 
Contraventions 

Informal  Formal 

Informal  Formal 

Found 

Complied 

Factories  Act  1961  ... 

8 

— 

7 



22 

19 

Folkestone  Corporation  Act 

1920  

36 

1 

27 

4 

36 

32 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 
and  Food  Hygiene  (Gene- 

ral)  Regulations  1960 

138 

— 

110 

— 

446 

390 

Housing  Acts  1958-1964  (Im- 

provement  Grants) 

— 

32 

— 

31 

457 

377 

Housing  Acts  1957-64  (Re- 

pairs  etc.) 

23 

4 

15 

1 

306 

239 

Milk  and  Dairies  (General) 

Regulations  1959  ... 

3 

— 

1 

— 

6 

1 

Public  Health  Acts  1936-61 

246 

12 

215 

14 

531 

465 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  1926 

15 

— 

16 

— 

22 

23 

Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Pre- 

mises  Act  1963 

138 

— 

134 

— 

506 

440 

Clean  Air  Act  1956  ... 

5 

— 

5 

— 

5 

5 

Licensing  Act  1961  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

13 

13 

Noise  Abatement  Act  1960  ... 

5 

— 

2 

— 

5 

2 

Animal  Boarding  Establish- 

ments  Act  1963 

1 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment 

etc.)  Regulations  1959 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Labelling  of  Food  Order  1953 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Riding  Establishments  Act 

1964  

1 

— 

1 



2 

2 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

1 

— 

— 

T 

— 

Total 

622 

49 

536 

50 

2370 

2010 
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BROAD  ANALYSIS  OF  DEFECTS,  ETC.,  REMEDIED 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AND  HOUSING  ACTS 


Public 

Health 

Housing 

Acts  1958-1964  Housing 

Acts, 

(Improvement 

Acts, 

1936-61  Grants') 

1957-64 

Dampness  : 

Roof  r€pairs 

20 

22 

12 

Eaves  guttering  and  downpipes  re- 
paired or  renewed 

13 

23 

14 

External  walls  repointed,  re-rendered 
or  repaired,  cavities  cleared,  etc  ... 

16 

52 

22 

Internal  walls  waterproofed 

26 

35 

29 

Window  sills  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

— 

15 

10 

General  Repairs  : 

Internal  walls  or  ceilings  repaired  or 
renewed 

41 

36 

27 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed,  sub-floor 
ventilation  provided,  etc.  ... 

7 

12 

9 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

3 

6 

4 

Windows  repaired 

14 

47 

30 

Sashcords  renewed 

18 

17 

8 

Chimneys  repaired  or  rebuilt 

1 

19 

8 

Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed 

1 

5 

2 

Staircases  repaired,  handrails  fitted, 
etc.  

1 

4 

Foodstores  provided  or  ventilated  etc. 

— 

2 

9 

Yard  paving  repaired  or  renewed 

1 

17 

5 

Water  supplies  reinstated,  supply  pipes 
and  fittings  repaired  or  renewed  . . . 

3 





Internal  re-decoration 

7 

28 

25 

Drainage  : 

Repaired  or  cleansed 

83 

3 

6 

Reconstructed  or  relaid  etc. 

24 

3 

— 

Inspection  chambers  provided  or  re- 
paired 

19 

2 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

Additional  accommodation  provided 

6 

Structural  repairs  (roofs,  walls,  ceil- 
ings, floors,  plasterwork,  etc.) 

15 

. 5 

3 

Doors,  windows  repaired  or  renewed 

8 

5 

— 

Fittings  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

30 

2 

2 

Ventilation  provided 

4 

— 

1 

Disconnected  from  kitchens,  screened 
etc. 



5 

3 

Miscellaneous  : 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  . . . 

50 

Nuisances  from  animals,  etc.,  abated 

6 

— 

— 

Premises  or  parts  of  premises  cleansed 
and/or  disinfested 

29 

1 

Unclassified 

16 

11 

5 

462 

377 

234 

39 


Refuse  Bins  (Folkestone  Corporation  Act): 

New  bins  provided  after  service  of  notices  ...  ...  32 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  IN  THE  BOROUGH 

The  total  number  of  premises  not  connected  to  the  main  sewerage  system 
is  as  follows  : 

Number  of  premises  served  by  cesspools  ...  ...  33 

Number  of  premises  served  by  pail  closets  5 

There  are  no  privies  or  earth  closets  in  the  Borough. 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

Calls  on  both  disinfection  and  disinfestation  services  continued  from  time 
to  time,  but  remained  at  a very  low  level  throughout  the  year,  and  the  duties 
involved  now  constitute  only  a very  minor  part  of  the  activities  of  the 
department. 

The  services  are  always  maintained  in  readiness  for  operation  on  either 
a small  or  large  scale  should  the  necessity  arise,  however,  and  could  go  into 
immediate  action  in  such  an  eventuality. 

Disinfection 

Disinfection  of  premises  was  carried  out  by  employing  formalin,  applied 
either  as  a liquid  spray  or  by  vapour  generation,  and  treatment  of  bedding 
followed  the  established  pattern  of  timed  exposure  to  pressurised  steam  in  the 
Corporation  disinfector. 

Treatment  of  bedding  for  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital  virtually  ceased  in 
July  1965,  when  the  hospital  authorities  made  internal  administrative  arrange- 
ments for  such  disinfection  to  be  undertaken  within  the  hospital  organisation. 
Discontinuance  of  this  service  further  reduced  the  normal  use  of  the  disinfector 
and  also  the  income— albeit  nominal — which  formerly  accrued  from  the 
charges  made. 

No  calls  for  the  disinfection  service  were  received  during  the  year  from 
the  Ashford  U.D.C.  under  the  agreement  which  still  obtains  in  this  respect 
between  the  Corporation  and  the  local  authority  referred  to. 

A request  was  received,  however,  for  treatment  of  personal  clothing 
belonging  to  a farm  worker  in  an  adjoining  district  who  had  been  in  direct 
contact  with  a confirmed  case  of  anthrax  ; the  necessary  disinfection  was 
satisfactorily  effected. 

Disinfestation 

A similar  picture  of  limited  activity  emerges  in  the  case  of  disinfestation 
of  premises. 

Most  of  the  treatments  relate  to  infestation  of  cockroaches,  a persistent 
and  difficult  pest  to  eradicate  especially  when  allowed  to  become  well  en- 
trenched in  establishments  such  as  food  premises,  where  a warm  environment 
and  plenty  of  food  is  conducive  not  only  to  survival  but  to  proliferation.  The 
insect  is  usually  regarded  with  instinctive  revulsion  by  most  people  and,  al- 
though it  is  not  predatory  in  the  sense  of  stinging  or  biting,  its  presence  is 
most  undesirable  on  public  health  grounds  since  it  is  quite  unselective  in 
spreading  contamination  by  contact  with  unprotected  foodstuffs. 

The  presence  of  such  pests  should  therefore  never  be  tolerated  and,  as  1 
have  so  often  stressed,  there  is  no  excuse  whatsoever  for  any  complacenecy  in 
this  connection;  furthermore,  as  far  as  food  premi.ses  are  concerned,  it  might  well 
be  emphasised  that  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1960  specifically 
require  that  all  reasonably  practicable  precautions  must  be  taken  to  prevent 
any  risk  of  such  infestation. 
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In  these  circumstances  it  is  difficult  to  understand  how  a proprietor  of 
any  food  business  can  be  content  to  run  the  risk  of  prosecution,  with  the 
inevitably  damaging  publicity,  when  the  services  of  the  department  for  assist- 
ance in  eradication  measures  and  advice  to  prevent  re-infestation  are  readily 
available  on  request. 

For  normal  control,  reliance  continued  to  be  placed  on  proprietary 
formulations  in  either  liquid  or  powder  form,  supplemented  as  appropriate 
by  lacquer  sprays  to  contain  residual  infestation  and/or  minimize  risk  of  a 
re-infestation  build  up. 

Pyrethrum-based  compounds  were  again  mainly  favoured  for  initial 
treatments,  as  the  basic  ingredient  is  non-poisonous  to  human  beings  and 
domestic  animals  for  all  practical  purposes,  no  hazardous  residues  are  de- 
posited, and  when  properly  employed  the  product  can  be  used  in  the  presence 
of  exposed  foodstuffs  without  risk  of  taint ; more  care  is  necessary  if  other 
types  of  insecticide  have  to  be  brought  in  (i.e.  where  a more  selective  synthetic 
insecticide  is  perhaps  appropriate),  because  of  the  toxicity  of  some  of  these 
chemicals. 

1.  Disinfection 

Number  of  premises  treated  after  infectious  disease  15 

Number  of  rooms  involved  28 

Number  of  articles  of  bedding,  etc.  disinfected  ...  1,018 

Number  of  library  books  disinfected  ...  ...  117 

2.  Disinfestation 

Number  of  houses  and  other  premises  treated  ...  52 

Number  of  rooms  involved  194 

3.  Number  of  visits  by  operator  for  above  purposes  ...  171 


FOOD  SUPPLIES 
1.  General  Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  and  the  principal  sources  of 
fresh  meat  supplies  during  1965  were,  as  in  previous  years,  the  abattoirs  at 
Hythe  and  Canterbury  and  the  wholesale  meat  depots  in  Grace  Hill.  Supplies 
were  also  drawn  from  further  afield  by  some  of  the  larger  firms  of  meat 
traders  who  occupy  local  shops. 

The  Hythe  abattoir  is  conveniently  available  for  any  local  butcher  who 
wishes  to  have  animals  slaughtered,  but  the  usual  practice  of  all  retailers  is 
to  buy  meat  “ off  the  hook  ”,  leaving  the  work  of  buying,  transporting,  and 
killing  livestock,  and  subsequent  dressing  and  storage,  lo  the  wholesalers. 
These  arrangements  are  endorsed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  as  affording  satisfactory  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958. 

Two  selected  cold  stores  in  the  Borough  were  again  utilised  for  deep  freeze 
treatment  of  beef  carcases  in  which  the  presence  of  cysticercus  bovis  infection 
had  been  found  on  post  mortem  examination,  this  treatment  being  prescribed 
in  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963  ; 9 carcases  were  transferred  from 
the  Hythe  and  Canterbury  abattoirs  for  appropriate  supervision  and  sub- 
sequent final  clearance  and  official  stamping  by  the  department  in  this  con- 
nection. 

General  supervision  was  maintained  over  the  wholesale  depots  and  other 
meat  stores  in  the  Borough,  also  on  butchers’  retail  premises,  through  the 
medium  of  routine  visits  and  spot  checks  of  the  meat  on  these  premises.  A 
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tendency  was  again  observed  in  certain  retail  shops  to  hang  unprotected  car- 
case meat  on  the  customers’  side  of  the  counter,  where  it  is  clearly  exposed 
to  unnecessary  risk  of  contamination  ; even  more  to  be  deprecated  is  the 
habit  of  displaying  on  counters,  or  on  window  slabs  etc.,  near  entrance  doors, 
cut  joints  and  open  butchery  products 

Repeated  efforts  have  been  made  to  obviate  these  practices,  but  any 
precautionary  measures  taken  are  usually  minimal  and  requests  for  improve- 
ment often  grudgingly  received.  This  is  a matter  of  simple  practical  food 
hygiene  which  really  should  be  implemented  by  every  responsible  food  trader 
without  continued  exhortation. 

Apart  from  the  above,  which  is  becoming  an  annual  criticism,  butchers 
are  usually  at  pains  to  take  proper  care  of  their  product,  and  the  general 
quality  of  meat  distributed  remained  uniformly  satisfactory. 

Close  watch  was  also  kept  on  other  types  of  food  shops  generally,  and 
the  same  observations  can  be  made  in  relation  to  the  quality  of  all  foodstuffs 
retailed  in  the  Borough  ; very  few  instances  were  recorded  of  questionable 
food  being  displayed  for  sale  and  most  traders  who  have  doubts  on  this  score 
usually  ask  for  an  advisory  inspection,  which  is  immediately  available  at  any 
time. 

As  a result  of  the  various  inspectorial  activities  referred  to,  approximately 
4 tons  of  food  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  an  increase  of 
some  1^  tons  compared  with  last  year. 

The  food  inspection  service  is  also  used  from  time  to  time  by  members  of 
the  public  who  have  queries  concerning  the  condition  of  food  purchased,  and 
27  complaints  of  this  nature  were  investigated  during  the  year.  The  variation 
in  the  type  of  complaint  received  is  shown  by  the  following  analysis  : 


Commodity 

Milk 


Butter 

Bread 


Canned  meat 

Cooked  meat 
Meat  pies 


Fish 


Ao.  of 
Complaints 


4 


1 

6 


1 

1 

6 


1 


Nature  of  complaint 

1 . Milk  Powder  containing  black  par- 

ticles which  proved  to  be  un- 
identified charred  matter. 

2.  Filled  bottle  containing  leaf. 

3.  Filled  bottle  containing  glass. 

4.  Filled  bottle  containing  mould 

growth. 

Insects  in  butter  under  wrapper 
(identified  as  cheese  mites). 

1 . Dark  stains  (due  to  presence  of  veg- 

etable oil). 

2.  Fragment  of  glass. 

3.  Mouse  droppings. 

4.  Presence  of  a fly. 

5.  Maggots  in  loaf. 

6.  Trivial  complaint  concerning  pres- 

ence of  a currant  in  a plain  loaf. 
Pork  luncheon  meat  with  black 
oxidation  stains. 

Croquette  containing  metal  staple. 
1.  & 2.  Steak  pies  containing  pieces  of 
metal. 

3.  Cornish  pasty  with  mould  growth. 

4.  & 5.  Pork  pies  with  mould  growths. 
6.  Veal  pie  with  mould  growth. 

Fish  and  chips  containing  hair. 
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Fruit 

1 

Small  boxes  of  dates  with  maggots. 

Cereals 

1 

Semolina  containing  mouse  drop- 

pings. 

Confectionery 

1 

Swiss-roll  containing  insect. 

Miscellaneous 

4 

1. 

Lemonade  with  mould  growth. 

2. 

Blacmange  containing  fly. 

3. 

Low  calory  biscuits  containing 

spider  beetle. 

4. 

Cream  cracker  biscuit  containing 

piece  of  wire. 

Total 

27 

Number  of  prosecutions  ... 

4 

Fines  and  Costs  imposed 

. . . 

£66  5 0 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  prosecutions  is  small  compared  with 
the  number  of  cases  reported  ; it  is  particularly  emphasised  however  that  this 
should  in  no  way  be  interpreted  as  indicating  that  any  incident  was  regarded  as 
other  than  serious.  Full  investigation  was  without  exception  pursued  in  each 
case  and  the  degree  of  culpability  involved  carefully  assessed  as  far  as  this 
was  possible.  This  indeed  is  the  normal  policy  and  even  if  a formal  prosecu- 
tion is  not  taken,  no  case  is  ever  closed  without  specific  warning  being  given 
appropriate  to  the  circumstances. 

Summary  of  Food  and  Drugs  Condemned 
(a)  Meat  and  Meat  Products 


Beef  (English) 

887 

lbs. 

Beef  (Imported)  

754 

lbs. 

Bovine  Livers  (English) 

9 

lbs. 

Bovine  Kidneys  (English)  ... 

61 

lbs. 

Bovine  Kidneys  (Imported)  

225 

lbs. 

Lamb  (English) 

79 

lbs. 

Lamb  (Imported) 

164 

lbs. 

Lambs  Livers  (English)  

4 

lbs. 

Lambs  Livers  (Imported)  ... 

10 

lbs. 

Pork  (English) 

165 

lbs. 

Pork  (Imported)  

57 

lbs. 

Pigs  Kidneys  (English) 

28 

lbs. 

Poultry 

70 

lbs. 

Meat  (Canned) 

310 

cans 

Meat  (Packaged) 

101 

pkts. 

Veal  (English)  

38 

lbs. 

(b)  Fish  and  Fish  Products 

Escallops  (in  shell) 

Fish  (various) 

Fish  (canned) 

Fish  (Fillets) 

Herrings 

Prawns 

Shrimps 

(c)  Other  Foods 

Baby  Food  

Butter 

Coffee 


168 

480  lbs. 
117  cans 
99  pkts. 
392  lbs. 
53  lbs. 
35  lbs. 


1,092  jars 
63  pkts. 
1 can 
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Dates 


102  pkts. 


Drugs  (various) 


160  bottles 


Fruit 

Jam 

Jam 

Lard 

Milk 

Rice 

Soup 


1,967  cans 
28  cans 
17  jars 
53  pkts. 
150  cans 
11  cans 
40  cans 
692  cans 


Vegetables 


Frozen  Foods 
Fruit 
Pastry 
Meat  pies 
Vegetables 


11  pkts. 
33  pkts. 
49  pkts. 
146  pkts. 


2.  Food  Hygiene 

The  problem  of  safeguarding  food  from  risk  of  contamination  is  still 
of  major  importance  ; indeed  in  some  respects  it  seems  to  increase  in  com- 
plexity as  new  techniques  and  new  variations  in  food  presentation  are  intro- 
duced. Deep  freezing  may  be  quoted  as  a typical  example  and  products  sub- 
jected to  this  technique  are  now  making  a very  substantial  contribution  to 
food  supplies,  after  an  early  phase  of  consumer  resistance.  The  future  holds 
the  almost  certain  prospect  of  still  further  expansion  in  this  field  in  the  form 
of  complete  meals  being  frozen,  and  this  underlines  the  importance  of  the  ut- 
most care  in  handling  such  products  from  the  time  of  preparation,  through 
packaging  and  storage,  to  final  retail  sale.  In  many  cases  close  visual  in- 
spection is  rendered  difficult  because  of  sealed  packaging,  and/or  labelling 
which  largely  obscures  the  contents,  thereby  making  any  detailed  check  on 
their  condition  virtually  impracticable  without  breaking  the  pack. 

Any  relaxation  in  maintaining  hygienic  storage,  as  well  as  optimum  cab- 
inet temperatures,  can  result  in  perishable  products  deteriorating  ; an  im- 
portant aspect  of  the  work  of  the  inspectorate  when  checking  food  premises, 
therefore,  is  to  make  food  handlers  alive  to  the  importance  of  proper  stock 
rotation  and  quality  control  routine  at  all  times. 

With  regard  to  food  premises  generally,  it  has  been  said  so  many  times 
that  a high  standard  in  the  cleanliness  of  premises,  of  equipment  and  of  per- 
sonal conduct  is  essential,  yet  this  not  only  merits  but  positively  requires  con- 
stant repetition  and  emphasis  and  it  is  the  basis  of  all  legislation,  inspection 
and  education  relating  to  food  hygiene.  Repetition  is  particularly  necessary 
in  relation  to  food  handlers,  for  it  is  the  human  element  which  can  cata- 
strophically defeat  all  efforts  directed  towards  the  provision  of  good  premises 
and  good  equipment,  and  destroy  in  a few  minutes  the  advantages  synonymous 
with  such  conditions. 

Conversely,  a careful  and  conscientious  food  handler  can  to  some  extent 
compensate  for  the  disadvantages  of  inferior  premises  and/or  equipment,  and 
can  thereby  manifestly  raise  the  hygienic  condition  of  food  distributed. 

This  premise  is  true  in  all  fields  of  food  handling,  whether  it  be  in  the  food 
factory,  during  transport  or  at  wholesale  or  retail  delivery  points,  either  static 
or  mobile.  In  the  latter  connection  the  cleanliness  and  standard  of  maintenance 
of  vehicles  used  for  the  transport  of  food  sometimes  leaves  much  to  be  desired 
and  this  applies  to  both  wholesale  and  retail  delivery  vehicles. 
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The  onus  of  cleaning  vehicles  usually  seems  to  be  left  to  the  drivers,  and 
it  is  understandable  that  there  is  little  real  enthusiasm  for  a tiresome  job  which 
has  to  be  done  hurriedly  and  no  doubt  haphazardly  at  the  end  of  a full  day’s 
delivery  work,  often  in  inclement  weather  conditions. 

Cleaning  vehicles  is  as  important  as  cleaning  a shop,  yet  inspection  fre- 
quently suggests  that  many  vehicles  are  but  rarely  subjected  to  a really  good 
scrubbing  and  some  do  not  appear  to  be  even  brushed  out  and  dusted  except 
on  odd  occasions  ; particular  attention  was  given  to  this  aspect  of  supervision 
and  by  dogged  persistence  improvements  have  been  achieved  in  the  standard 
of  vehicles  which  normally  operate  in  the  Borough,  including  those  which 
come  in  regularly  from  other  districts  ; there  is  no  doubt  that  the  practice  of 
some  drivers  of  leaving  the  back  doors  of  delivery  vehicles  open  is  responsible 
for  most  of  the  deposits  of  dust  and  dirt  found,  and  this  is  particularly  rep- 
rehensible when  vulnerable  open  foods  are  being  carried,  e.g.  open  cream  cakes 
and  similar  confectionery  in  retail  bakery  vehicles. 

Despite  all  the  frustrations  which  are  inevitable  in  any  task  which  involves 
education  coincidentally  with  enforcing  penal  sanctions,  it  is  nevertheless 
possible  to  report  that  standards  have  been  generally  maintained  in  the 
Borough  ; some  unsatisfactory  premises  have  gone  out  of  business  rather  than 
face  the  practical  and/or  financial  difficulties  of  putting  their  house  in  order 
and  thus  satisfying  minimum  statutory  requirements,  while  others  have  been 
materially  improved. 

The  cafes  in  the  town  are  becoming  more  and  more  cosmopolitan  in 
character  ; in  one  street  alone  there  are  now  Indian,  Pakistani,  Chinese,  Cy- 
priot and  Italian  establishments  in  addition  to  those  owned  by  English  pro- 
prietors, and  on  occasions  language  difficulties  arise  which  do  not  help  in  dis- 
cussing relevant  statutory  requirements  ; it  is  never  possible  for  the  depart- 
ment to  rest  on  any  imaginary  laurels  since  experience  constantly  shows  that 
relaxation  of  routine  inspection  invariably  results  in  standards  sliding  down- 
hill at  a disconcertingly  rapid  pace,  and  while  in  many  premises  there  is  a 
growing  desire  to  do  the  right  thing  it  seems  there  will  always  be  the  minority 
which  require  constant  check  and  supervision,  both  in  regard  to  management 
and  individual  personnel. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  statutory  criteria  is  only  the  bare  mini- 
mum, and  it  is  not  unusual  to  find  that  v/hile  on  subjective  assessment  a 
particular  premises  does  not  “ feel  ” satisfactory,  after  meticulous  inspection 
one  has  to  reluctantly  conclude  that  they  do  in  fact  comply  with  the  strictly 
legally  enforceable  standard.  It  is,  however,  significant  that  it  is  this  type  of 
premises  which  is  usually  involved  in  complaints  from  members  of  the  public, 
and  demonstrates  that  legislative  requirements  cannot  properly  set  standards  of 
aesthetics — but  neither  can  these  be  dismissed  as  being  irrelevant  to  the  cust- 
omer, and  there  is  a moral  here  to  be  lamed  by  all  proprietors,  managers  and 
personnel. 

Experience  also  shows  that  the  Public  Health  Inspector  can  give  valuable 
practical  advice  and  guidance  on  the  construction,  layout  and  general  design 
of  new  or  reconstructed  food  premises,  and  the  department  is  always  anxious 
to  discuss  such  matters  before  permanent  errors  are  made.  It  is  usually  found 
that  reasonable  suggestions  are  even  welcomed,  and  are  readily  adopted  if 
opportunities  are  given  for  such  discussions  at  the  planning  stage  ; further- 
more the  risk  of  subsequent  criticism  and  recrimination  can  thereby  be 
avoided. 

The  mistaken  idea  still  persists  at  times,  and  at  all  levels,  that  too  much 
fuss  is  made  of  food  hygiene  by  Public  Health  Inspectors — but  this  is  really 
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only  another  way  of  saying  there  is  no  need  to  be  concerned  about  dirty  or 
otherwise  unsatisfactory  conditions  ; such  an  attitude  is  the  very  antithesis  of 
everything  pertaining  to  decent  care  in  handling  food  which  has  got  to  be  eaten 
by  someone  else. 

Defects  and/or  Contraventions  found  during  Inspections  of  Food  Premises  etc., 


and  remedied  as  a result  of  action  taken 

Measures  taken  to  protect  food  from  risk  of  contamination  38 
Equipment  repaired  and/or  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  6 

Equipment  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Walls/ceilings  of  food  rooms  repaired  and  decorated,  and/or 

rooms  cleansed  104 

Improved  ventilation  provided  in  food  rooms  ...  ...  1 

Lighting  in  food  rooms  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Windows,  doors,  floors,  etc.,  of  food  rooms  repaired  or  renewed  23 

Sinks  provided  for  washing  food  and/or  equipment  6 

Hot  water  provided  for  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Cold  water  provided  for  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Wash-hand  basins  provided  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  14 

Hot  water  provided  for  wash  basins  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Cold  water  provided  for  wash  basins  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Soap,  nail  brushes,  etc.,  provided  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  18 

Lack  of  towels  for  handwashing  remedied  ...  ...  ...  1 

Disconnection  of  food  rooms  from  sanitary  conveniences 

effected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sanitary  accommodation  reconstructed,  repaired,  cleansed,  etc.  30 
Absence  of  notices  re  washing  hands  remedied  ...  ...  22 

Refuse  receptacles  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

First  Aid  materials  provided  (including  replacement  of  non- 
waterproof dressings,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Smoking  whilst  handling  food — warnings  ...  ...  ...  3 

Accommodation  provided  for  clothing  and  footwear  not  worn 

during  working  hours  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Names  and  addresses  inscribed  on  food  stalls  ...  ...  ...  5 

Stalls  and/or  fittings  cleansed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  9 

Stalls  provided  with  hot  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  food  hygiene  posters  and  leaflets,  etc.  distributed 
(including  posters  and  replacements  exhibited  for  public 
display  and  education)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  352 


3.  Bacteriological  and  Biochemical  Examinations 

Because  of  other  duties,  examination  of  foods  for  these  purposes  was 
again  restricted  to  regular  routine  sampling  of  milk,  cream  and  ice-cream, 
coupled  with  the  testing  of  milk  bottles  and  milk  churns  referred  to  later  in  the 
report,  and  by  sampling  of  shellfish  from  the  traditional  whelk  and  cockle 
barrows  during  the  holiday  season. 

As  stated  in  my  report  last  year  I would  like  to  extend  this  work  to  other 
foods,  especially  open  meat  products  and  confectionery  etc.  ; such  sampling, 
at  the  expense  of  other  activities,  is  justified  if  it  serves  the  intended  objective 
i.e.  a fulle'-  appreciation  by  food  handlers  of  the  effect  of  poor  hygiene  and  lack 
of  care,  but  if  it  is  to  be  done  logically  so  that  the  results  can  be  thus  applied  in 
a practical  way,  a properly  controlled  programme  with  appropriate  follow-up 
and  continuity  of  action  must  be  pursued. 
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Another  essential  pre-requisite,  of  course,  for  a useful  programme  of  bac- 
teriological sampling  is  the  necessity  for  close  and  mutual  co-operation  bet- 
ween the  Public  Health  Inspectors  operating  the  field  service,  and  the 
laboratory  service,  as  the  bacteriologist  can  be  most  helpful  in  giving  advice 
on  the  interpretation  and  implications  of  results. 

No  statutory  bacteriological  standards  are  prescribed  for  foodstuffs,  but 
a sound  working  guide  is  provided  by  the  widely  accepted  recommendation 
which  restricts  total  colony  counts  to  defined  limits,  and  also  sets  an  arbit- 
rary standard  of  assessment  in  relation  to  the  presence  of  pathogenic  organ- 
isms such  as  faecal  type  coli,  staphylococcal  and  salmonella  organisms. 

Despite  the  fluctuating  results  obtained  from  the  25  shellfish  samples  taken, 
many  of  which  again  showed  very  high  colony  counts — but  fortunately  no 
specific  pathogens — I feel  that  the  policy  of  regular  sampling  does  materially 
assist  in  cultivating  a positive  awareness  by  the  stallholders  that  the  depart- 
ment maintains  a watchful  interest  in  ensuring  that  reasonable  standards  of 
hygiene  are  observed  in  the  preparation  and  handling  of  their  products. 

6 premises  are  registered  for  the  preparation  and  boiling  of  shellfish  and 
these,  together  with  the  various  barrows,  were  inspected  regularly  for  com- 
pliance with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

Results  of  the  samples  of  milk,  cream  and  ice-cream  are  referred  to  in 
detail  elsewhere  in  the  report. 

4.  Ice-Cream 

The  preparation  and  distribution  of  ice-cream  has  become  a highly 
specialised  technical  and  commercial  operation,  with  the  end  product  chan- 
nelled into  several  well-defined  outlets.  It  is  interesting  to  observe  that  the 
small  local  manufacturer  still  finds  it  possible  to  survive,  largely  through  the 
medium  of  sales  vans  retailing  loose  soft-freeze  ice-cream  and  operating  as 
mobiles  in  contrast  to  the  fixed  shop  and  kiosk  which  handle  pre-packed 
varieties  supplied  almost  exclusively  by  the  several  larger  national  whole- 
salers under  brand  names. 

There  are,  additionally,  the  hotels,  restaurants  and  cafes  where  appreciable 
quantities  of  bulk  ice-cream  are  dispensed  as  sweets  or  dessert  confections  ; 
finally  the  traditional  ice-cream  parlours  still  flourish,  specialising  in  more 
exotic  forms  of  presentation  as  well  as  the  ever  popular  vanilla  and  straw- 
berry mixes. 

Folkestone  has  its  quota  of  all  these  outlets  and  all  share  one  common 
hazard — the  human  element.  If  poor  results  of  samples  are  obtained,  the 
trouble  is  almost  certain  to  be  traced  to  failure  of  the  human  element  at  some 
point  of  distribution  ; this  usually  occurs  in  the  final  stages  of  handling,  as 
manufacturers  are  fully  alive  to  the  need  for  meticulous  care  in  preparation 
and  storage,  whereas  sales  assistants  and  staff  in  catering  establishments  on 
occasions  unquestionably  fail,  either  through  ignorance  or  apathy,  to  treat  the 
commodity  with  the  hygienic  respect  it  requires. 

Thus,  poor  samples  in  terms  of  bacteriological  grading  continue  to  turn 
up  from  time  to  time,  and  elementary  lessons  have  to  be  constantly  repeated, 
coupled  with  further  check  sampling. 

Perusal  of  the  table  which  follows  will  show  that  13  of  the  118  samples 
taken  in  1965  were  downgraded  into  Category  3 or  4 ; at  the  same  time  it 
should  be  stressed  that  samples  are  taken  selectively,  with  deliberate  pre- 
ference for  the  more  vulnerable  sale  and  dispense  points  where  loose  ice-cream 
is  handled  and  is  thus  exposed  to  correspondingly  greater  risk  of  contamination, 
and  the  results  should  be  interpreted  accordingly. 
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99  of  the  samples  taken  were  classified  as  Grade  1,  and  bearing  in  mind 
the  comment  made,  the  overall  results  are  considered  to  be  reasonably  satis- 
factory. 

The  position  with  regard  to  registration  of  premises  showed  little  change 
during  the  year.  Only  one  factory  is  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream 
in  the  Borough,  this  being  run  as  a small  family  business,  and  the  ice-cream 
produced  is  retailed  on  6 mobiles  which  operate  in  the  Borough  and  adjacent 
districts.  3 of  the  vehicles  are  equipped  with  soft  ice-cream  dispensers  and  the 
other  3 are  used  for  the  sale  of  hard  ice-cream  which  is  pre-frozen  in  bulk  at 
the  factory. 

The  factory  and  the  mobiles  operating  therefrom  were  kept  under  regular 
inspection  and  I am  able  to  report  that  all  the  samples  taken  at  the  former, 
and  also  those  from  the  several  vehicles  referred  to,  were  without  exception 
consistently  classified  as  Grade  1 . 

Other  vehicles  which  come  into  the  Borough  from  outside  districts, 
especially  during  the  holiday  season,  were  similarly  inspected  and  it  is  gratifying 
to  note  that  the  general  standard  of  these  vehicles  has  shown  gradual  im- 
provement over  the  past  few  years. 

No  retail  shop  premises  were  being  used  for  off-sales  of  soft  ice-cream  at 
the  end  of  1965,  though  tentative  enquiries  have  been  made  on  occasions  in 
this  connection  ; a specifically  delineated  area  in  one  multiple  store  has  been 
registered  for  this  purpose  since  1964  but  has  never  been  so  used  as  intended. 

There  is  no  basic  objection  in  principle  to  the  registration  of  shops  for 
the  handling  of  soft  ice-creams,  provided  the  relevant  Regulations  are  satisfied 
and  bearing  in  mind  that  a process  of  manufacture  is  involved,  and  agreement 
has  recently  been  reached  with  one  of  the  larger  distributors  on  the  require- 
ments of  the  department  in  this  connection.  There  are  of  course  a number  of 
soft  ice-cream  machines  in  ice-cream  parlours,  these  premises  being  exempt 
from  registration  unless  they  provide  an  “ outside  sales  ” service,  but  in  any 
case  such  premises  do  not  usually  present  the  same  problems  as  ordinary 
shops,  since  they  are  fully  equipped  to  satisfactorily  handle  the  mix  and 
properly  maintain  and  service  the  machines. 

Changes  and  additions  in  the  register  of  premises  used  for  the  storage 
and  sale  of  hard  ice-cream  resulted  in  a net  increase  of  4 by  the  end  of  the 
year,  the  total  number  of  registrations  at  31st  December,  1965  being  232. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN 


(i)  Compositional  Quality  {Chemical  Analysis) 


Milk  Solids  Artificial 
Fat  Content  other  than  Sweetener 

Fat 


Description 


Less 

than 

5.0% 

5.0% 

to 

7.5% 

7.5% 

to 

10.0% 

Over 

10% 

Less 

than 

7.5% 

Over 

7,5/0  Present 

Absent 

Ice-cream 

NIL 

NIL 

3 

NIL 

NIL 

3 

3 

“ Dairy  ” 

Ice-cream  . . . 

NIL 

NIL 

2 

NIL 

NIL 

2 

2 

Total  . . . 

NIL 

NIL 

5 

NIL 

NIL 

5 

— 

5 

(1)  Minimum  Basic  Standard  for  “Ice-Cream”  is 

5%  fat  and  7^%  milk  solids  other  than  fat. 

(2)  Minimum  Basic  Standard  for 

“Dairy  Ice-Cream”  ^is  5%  milk  fat  (no  other 
“ Dairy  Cream-Ice  ” [^fat  being  permitted),  and 
“Cream  Ice”  j7-2-%  milk  solids  other 

than  fat. 

(3)  Minimum  Basic  Standard  for  “ Milk  Ice  ” is  2^%  milk  fat  and  7%  milk 
solids  other  than  fat. 

(4)  Minimum  Basic  Standard  for  “ Parev  ” (Kosher)  is  10%  fat  and  no  milk 
fat  or  other  derivative  of  milk. 

(5)  No  artificial  sweetener  is  permitted  in  ice-cream  of  any  description. 


Alternative  but  com- 
parable standards  are 
prescribed  for  mix- 
r tures  containing  fruit, 
fruit  pulp,  or  fruit 
J puree. 


(ii)  Bio-chemical  Standard  {Methylene  Blue  T est) 


Type 

Assessment 

of  Mix 

Point  of  Sampling 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

Hard  Ice- 

Factory 

4 

^ 

Cream 

Sales  or  Serving  points 

82 

6 

7 

3 

Soft  Ice- 

Cream 

Mobile  sales  points  ... 

13 

1 

2 

Total  Samples  . . . 

99 

6 

8 

5 

Percentage  Summary  . . . 

83.90% 

5.08% 

6.78% 

4.24% 
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5.  Statistical  details  relating  to  food  premises  (including  Ice-Cream  premises) 

(i)  New  premises  registered  during  1965  tor  the  manufacture 
of  ice-cream  ... 

(ii)  Deletions  from  register  of  ice-cream  factories  during  1965 

(Hi)  Total  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture 

of  ice-cream  at  December,  1965 

(iv)  New  premises  registered  during  1965  for  the  sale  and 
storage  of  ice-cream 

(v)  Deletions  from  the  register  of  premises  used  for  the  sale  of 
ice-cream 

(vi)  Total  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice- 
cream at  December,  1965 

(vii)  New  premises  registered  during  1965  for  the  preparation 

or  manuafacture  of  preserved  food  etc.  

(viii)  Deletions  from  the  register  of  premises  used  for  the  pre- 
paration or  manufacture  of  preserved  food,  etc.,  durins 
1965  

(i.x)  Total  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  preparation  or 
manufacture  of  preserved  food,  etc.  at  December,  1965  ... 

(x)  Total  number  of  premises  (including  those  not  subject  to 
statutory  registration)  officially  recorded  as  being  used  for 
the  preparation,  storage  and  / or  sale  of  food 

6.  Licensed  Premises 

Premises  recorded  (including  registrations  under 

Licensing  Act,  1961) 127 

Visits  of  inspection  during  year  90 

Routine  inspections  of  licensed  premises  were  maintained  during  the  year 
as  occasion  demanded  or  as  deemed  appropiate.  50  visits  were  made  in  this 
connection  to  the  normal  type  of  licensed  premises  such  as  public  houses,  and 
40  inspections  were  carried  out  at  private  clubs  registered  under  the  Licensing 
Act,  1961. 

All  the  premises  referred  to  are  subject  to  the  general  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts  and  also  the  requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations,  and  the  Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act,  and  there 
is,  therefore,  no  lack  of  statutory  control  which  can  be  applied  by  the  depart- 
ment to  such  establishments  ; premises  registered  under  the  Licensing  Act, 
1961  must  also  be  specifically  approved  as  to  suitability  for  club  purposes,  par- 
ticularly with  respect  to  character,  size  and  prevailing  conditions. 

Generally  speaking  the  conditions  reported  on  inspection  were  satisfactory 
and  such  defects  or  contraventions  as  were  found  were  remedied  without  re- 
course to  any  statutory  action  ; it  was  not  found  necessary  to  register  formal 
objection  to  any  application  for  registration  of  club  premises  during  the  year. 

I would  return  briefly  to  a point  made  from  time  to  time  in  previous 
annual  reports  and  express  continued  disappointment  that  more  use  is  not 
made  of  mechanical  equipment  in  glass  washing,  which  from  a hygiene  point  of 
view  is  of  most  immediate  concern  to  the  customer  and  should  be  accorded 
the  appropriate  degree  of  care. 

It  has  been  shown  in  bacteriological  research  that  the  major  source  of 
contamination  of  beer  glasses  is  not  the  drinker  but  the  inefficiency  of  the 
methods  employed  in  cleansing  and  sterilising  glasses  between  use. 

It  also  has  been  established  that  although  the  growth  of  pathogenic 
organisms  in  beer  is  inhibited,  nevertheless  many  of  the  more  common  organ- 
isms associated  with  food  poisoning  can  survive  for  up  to  24  hours,  and  it  is 
reported  that  certain  types  of  bacteria  remain  viable  for  very  much  longer. 


Nil 

Nil 

2 

6 

2 

232 

5 

2 

88 

711 
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These  factors  underline  the  comments  made  and  it  is  emphasised  that 
mechanical  washing  is  not  only  as  speedy  as  the  traditional  dip  and  wipe 
routine  but  is  more  positive  and  infinitely  more  efficient  in  producing  a clean, 
dry,  sterile,  polished  glass.  Installation  of  such  equipment  should  therefore 
be  the  rule  in  all  premises  and  this  is  continually  advocated  during  inspections. 

7.  Purity  of  Food  and  Drugs 

The  department  is  permanently  preoccupied  with  the  qualitative  control  of 
food  products  and  effective  supervision  was  maintained  during  the  year 
through  the  medium  of  visual  inspection  coupled  with  selective  sampling  for 
purposes  of  chemical  analysis. 

This  follows  two  patterns,  i.e.  (a)  strict  formal  sampling  of  foods 
which  are  either  immediately  suspect  for  any  reason,  or  products  such  as 
milk,  sausages,  butter,  ice-cream  and  alcoholic  spirits,  etc.  which  may  vary 
in  composition  or  quality  from  day  to  day  ; (b)  the  well  established  system  of 
discreet,  random  informal  sampling  of  other  products  for  initial  testing  when 
the  retailer  is  not  at  the  time  of  purchase  necessarily  aware  that  articles  have 
been  obtained  for  analysis.  In  the  event  of  adverse  results  accruing  from  the 
latter  system,  formal  samples  are  thereafter  obtained  if  the  possibility  of 
legal  proceedings  is  indicated.  In  addition  to  checking  for  compositional  irreg- 
ularity, when  one  reflects  upon  the  several  hundred  chemical  additives  which  are 
employed  in  normal  preparation,  and  even  more  in  the  further  sophistication 
of  food,  there  is  no  need  to  emphasise  the  importance  of  the  work  as  a public 
health  and  a consumer  protection  service  from  this  aspect  alone. 

Comment  has  been  made  in  previous  years  on  the  growing  uneasiness 
concerning  unrestricted  use  of  these  additives  to  foodstuffs ; publication 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  of  a memorandum  in  lune 
1965  on  the  procedure  for  submissions  on  food  additives,  and  methods  of 
toxicity  testing,  underlines  the  continuing  importance  of  this  topic  and  the 
care  with  which  toxicity  testing  of  additives  is  pursued.  The  memorandum  is 
careful  to  point  out  that  while  most  additives  by  their  very  nature  are  of  a 
low  toxicity,  the  possible  hazards  to  man  are  difficult  to  define  even  after 
comprehensive  and  exhaustive  laboratory  investigation ; the  conclusions 
reached  regarding  potential  hazards  can  be  no  more  than  tentative,  therefore, 
and  may  have  to  be  reviewed  in  light  of  subsequent  practical  experience,  and 
the  statement  that  quinquennial  reviews  of  each  of  the  regulations  on  food 
additives  are  to  be  made  in  future  is  thus  welcomed  as  a necessary  and  con- 
tinuing safeguard. 

Apart  from  the  question  of  chemical  additives  being  introduced  into  food 
during  preparation,  there  is  also  the  risk  of  contamination  by  pesticide  and 
herbicide  etc.  residues.  The  Borough  Council  in  common  with  all  Food  and 
Drugs  authorities,  have  the  overall  responsibility  of  ensuring  that  food  sold  in 
the  town  is  safe  in  this  respect,  but  it  is  obvious  that  if  a number  of  authorities 
act  in  combination  by  formulating  a joint  programme  of  sampling,  much 
wider  coverage  is  possible  both  in  relation  to  the  type  of  food  sampled  and  in 
the  co-ordination  of  results. 

Suggestions  for  such  a scheme  were  received  through  the  Association  of 
Public  Analysts  and  the  Local  Authority  Associations  in  October,  1965  for  the 
purpose  of  mounting  a systematic  enquiry  into  the  extent  of  contamination 
of  foodstuffs,  with  particular  reference  to  organo-chlorine  pesticides  since 
these  are  regarded  as  the  most  dangerous  formulations. 

Co-operation  in  the  scheme  was  readily  agreed  and  a programme  of 
sampling  to  cover  an  initial  experimental  period  of  two  years  was  subsequently 
drawn  up  and  was  being  brought  into  practical  operation  when  this  report  was 
being  prepared. 
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The  scheme  as  now  envisaged  will  cover  virtually  the  whole  country  ; 
seven  sampling  areas  have  been  defined  in  geographic  zones,  and  the  samples 
taken  will  provide  the  necessary  factual  information  for  collation  nationally 
in  ten  main  foodstuff  groups. 

On  the  broad  field  of  control,  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  lays  down  the 
general  principles  relating  to  the  sale  of  food  for  human  consumption  and  the 
Act  is  supplemented  by  numerous  Regulations ; some  prescribe  detailed 
minimum  standards  for  a wide  variety  of  specific  products ; some  impose 
restrictions  on  the  amount  of  metallic  and  other  substances  such  as  copper, 
lead,  arsenic,  zinc,  fluorine,  mineral  oil  and  various  preservatives  etc.  com- 
monly found  in  food  ; still  others  relate  to  labelling  and  advertising,  and 
the  scrutiny  of  labels  thus  continued  to  exercise  attention  in  order  to 
check  that  the  statutory  declarations  of  ingredients  were  correctly  displayed 
and  that  the  general  descriptive  matter  was  in  conformity  with  legal  require- 
ments. 

It  is  pertinent  to  this  particular  aspect  of  food  control  to  refer  to  the 
report  of  the  Food  Standards  Committee  on  food  labelling.  The  recommend- 
ations in  the  report  have  been  largely  accepted  by  the  Ministry  but  they  have 
yet  to  be  translated  into  legislation.  Progress  to  this  end,  however,  was  ap- 
parent by  the  issue  in  September,  1965  of  draft  amended  labelling  regulations, 
comments  on  which  were  invited  from  food  organisations  and  other  interested 
bodies  not  later  than  3rd  January,  1966,  and  it  may  therefore  be  assumed  that 
the  new  regulations  are  now  in  process  of  final  preparation;  if  they  live  up  to  the 
promise  of  the  draft  they  should  emerge  as  being  more  positive  than  those  they 
replace. 

All  the  regulations  referred  to,  and  the  implications  contained  in  relevant 
codes  of  practice  etc.,  were  carefully  borne  in  mind  in  the  effort  to  achieve  a 
balanced  programme,  and  the  summary  of  samples  taken  will  indicate  how  far 
this  objective  was  reached.  The  table  on  pages  55,  56  and  57  refers  to  a number 
of  instances  in  which  adverse  reports  or  reservations  arose,  and  summarises  the 
action  taken. 

As  in  the  case  of  foreign  bodies  in  foodstuffs,  whenever  it  appears  that  a 
prima  facie  offence  is  involved  a geniune  effort  is  made  to  fairly  assess  all  the 
circumstances  pertaining  thereto  in  deciding  the  action  to  be  taken.  Too  much 
leniency,  however,  can  be  misplaced  and  indeed  such  a policy  could  ultimately 
be  misconstrued  ; it  could  conceivably  lead  to  complacency  on  the  part  of 
manufacturers  or  traders  if  they  felt  that  no  legal  action  was  likely  for  offences 
which  on  superficial  consideration  might  not  appear  to  have  very  serious 
implications.  While  it  is  proper  for  discretion  to  be  exercised — and  this  in  fact 
is  done  much  more  frequently  than  is  sometimes  appreciated — factors  such  as 
the  precise  nature  of  a contravention  and  any  evidence  of  deliberate  carelessness 
or  neglect  must  be  weighed  in  the  light  of  specific  legal  requirements. 

The  overall  duty  of  the  department  is  to  the  public,  and  not  to  excuse 
manufacturers  or  vendors  who  are  fully  aware  of  their  obligations,  and  dis- 
cretion must  not  therefore  descend  to  condoning  offences. 

I am  very  glad  to  again  pay  tribute  to  the  continued  advice  and  co- 
operation of  the  Borough  Analyst,  J.  FT.  E.  Marshall,  Esq.,  M. A. (Cantab.), 
F.R.I.C.  and  his  staff.  The  interpretation  of  results  in  the  case  of  some  samples 
is  at  times  very  complex  and  the  ready  assistance  given  in  applying  these 
results  to  the  requirements  of  Food  and  Drugs  legislation  is  gratefully  acknow- 
ledged ; the  cordial  relationship  which  exists  is  invaluable  in  ensuring  that 
the  responsibilities  which  fall  on  the  department  are  discharged  efficiently. 
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Summary  of  Samples  Submitted  for  Analysis 


Formal  Informal 

Arrowroot  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Beverages  — 2 

Breadcrumbs  — 1 

Bread  (milk  loaves)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 3 

Butter  3 1 

Cheese  spread  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Chilli  Powder  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 2 

Coconut — desiccated  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Coffee— instant  — 1 

Curry  sauce  — 1 

Cream — double  3 — 

— Channel  Island  1 — 

Christmas  Pudding  — 1 

Compound  fat  — 1 

Condiments  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 5 

Drinks — soft  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 9 

— grape  — 1 

Drugs — Linctus  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 2 

— Phosferine  tablets  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— Glycerin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— Biskoids  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— Children’s  Aspirin  tablets  ...  ...  — 1 

— Tonic  — 1 

— ^Ammoniated  tincture  of  Quinine  ...  — 1 

— Chlorodyne  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— Dilute  Mercury  Ointment  ...  ...  — 1 

— Laxative  Chewing  Gum  ...  ...  — 2 

— Glaubers  Salts  — 1 

— Benylin  Expectorant  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— Librium  Capsules  ...  ...  ...  • • • . — 1 

— Sulphamezathine  Tablets  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— Chloromycetin  Palmitate  ...  ...  — 1 

— Nembutal  Tablets  — 1 

— Ivax  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— Pernivit  Tablets  — 1 

— Throat  Spray  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— Herbal  Cough  Medicine  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— Potassium  Citrate  Mixture  ...  ...  — 1 

Diabetic  Flour  — 1 

Essence  of  Beef  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Flour — self  raising  — 3 

Fruits — dried  — 2 

Fruits — raw — sampled  for  pesticide  residue  ...  — 8 

Fish — cakes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 — 

— potted  sardines  ...  ...  — 1 

Gherkins  in  Vinegar  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 — 

Ice  Cream — Dairy  ...  ...  ...  ...  — - 2 

Ice  Lolly  — 1 

Lard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 2 

Margarine  3 — 

Marzipan  — 3 
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Meat  Products — Liver  Sausage  ...  ...  ...  1 — 

— Pork  Sausage  ...  ...  ...  4 

— Meat  paste  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— Steak  pie  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Milk — Untreated — sampled  for  antibiotics  ...  4 — 

— Untreated  5 — 

-Untreated — Channel  Isle  ...  ...  ...  7 — 

-Sterilized  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — 

-Pasteurised — Homogenised  ...  ...  1 — 

— Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  25  — 

- Channel  Isle  (Pasteurised)  ...  ...  10  — 

— Tested  in  office  laboratory  (Dairy  samples)  — 170 

Milk  Powder  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 2 

Mincemeat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Preserves — Jams  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 5 

— Lemon  Curd  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 3 

— Marmalade  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Rice  Pudding  (canned)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Suet  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 6 

Savoury  Straws  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Sugar — confectionery  — 2 

— preserving  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Spirits— Brandy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 — 

—Gin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 — 

— Rum  1 — 

—Vodka  1 — 

—Whisky  6 — 

Vinegar — Malt  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — 

— Cider  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - — 1 

Welsh  rarebit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Wine — Dinner  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 


Totals  ...  91  277 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  Sale  of  veal,  ham  and  egg  pie  Plea  of  Not  Guilty.  Fined  £20  and  20  guineas 

Section  2.  in  mouldy  condition.  costs. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  2 summonses  for  selling  8 pac-  Plea  of  Guilty.  Fined  £10  on  each  charge 

Section  113.  kets  of  semolina  containing  plus  5 guineas  costs. 

rodent  (mice)  droppings. 


KNACKER’S  YARD 


The  knacker’s  yard  at  Cheriton  operated  throughout  the  >ear  and  super- 
vision was  again  maintained  by  means  of  check  inspections  at  irregular  inter- 
vals, 16  visits  being  made  for  this  purpose. 

There  was  an  overall  decrease  of  74  in  the  total  number  of  animals  and 
carcases  handled  by  the  establishment  compared  with  1964  ; this  was  especially 
noticeable  in  respect  of  animals  which  because  of  injury  or  various  other 
emergency  reasons  were  slaughtered  elsewhere  and  thereafter  brought  to  the 
yard,  and  also  in  the  number  of  other  moribund  animals  received  for  disposal. 
The  number  of  live  animals  slaughtered  at  the  premises  actually  slightly 
increased  by  6. 

Details  are  given  in  the  following  table  : 


Description 

Animals  slaughtered  at  knacker’s  yard 

Horses 

23 

Cattle 

154 

Sheep 

Totals 

177 

Animals  slaughtered  at  owners’  premises 
brought  to  knacker’s  yard  for  disposal 

and 

89 

58 

_ 

147 

Other  dead  animals  brought  to  knacker’s 
for  disposal 

yard 

Nil 

122 

23 

145 

Live  animals  continued  to  be  slaughtered  immediately  on  arrival  at  the 
premises  and  there  were  no  reports  of  any  contraventions  of  the  Slaughter  of 
Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations  or  other  statutory  enactments. 

The  carcases  of  all  animals  handled  were  boned  out  on  dressing  and  the 
meat  stained  in  accordance  with  the  Meat  (Staining  and  Sterilisation)  Regu- 
lations, 1960,  this  method  still  forming  the  usual  basis  for  treatment  of 
knacker’s  meat  prior  to  distribution  through  normal  retail  outlets.  The  posi- 
tion in  this  respect  therefore  remains  entirely  unsatisfactory  and  a distinct 
public  health  hazard  is  allowed  to  continue  ; staining  in  no  way  renders  safe 
or  sterile  meat  which  in  any  event  is  not  subject  to  post  mortem  inspection  and 
may  well  be  diseased  or  infected  with  pathogenic  organisms,  and  which  finds 
its  way  regularly  into  many  households  where  it  is  often  stored  with  the  family 
foodstuffs  or  cut  up  on  the  kitchen  table. 

The  carcase  of  one  animal  which  had  died  from  anthrax,  but  which  had 
not  been  diagnosed  as  suffering  from  this  disease,  was  brought  to  the  yard  for 
dressing  ; the  vigilance  of  the  licensee  in  suspecting  such  infection  from  ex- 
ternal symptoms,  and  giving  immediate  notification  to  this  effect  while  keeping 
the  carcase  isolated,  was  highly  commendable.  The  risk  of  transmission  of 
the  disease  was  thereby  minimised  and  enabled  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  to  arrange  for  disposal  of  the  carcase  and  disinfection  of  the 
premises  without  the  complications  which  might  have  arisen  had  the  carcase 
been  opened. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

Reference  was  made  in  my  annual  report  for  1962  to  the  heat  treatment 
of  milk  by  very  high  temperatures,  as  an  alternative  to  the  conventional  pro- 
cesses of  pasteurisation  or  sterilisation  in  which  the  temperatures  applied  are 
usually  of  the  order  of  161°  Fahrenheit  and  212°  Fahrenheit  respectively. 

“ Ultra  Heat  Treated  ” milk  is  now  being  processed  commercially  in  this 
country  by  a heat  exchange  apparatus  which  can  perhaps  most  simply  be  des- 
cribed as  a more  sophisticated  pasteuriser  in  which  the  milk  is  retained  at  a min- 
imum temperature  of  270°  Fahrenheit  for  a period  of  at  least  one  second  and 
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thereafter  measured  and  sealed  into  sterile  air-tight  containers  under  strictly 
controlled  aseptic  conditions  to  obviate  any  risk  of  subsequent  contamination. 

The  process  was  officially  recognised  in  statutory  regulations  which  came 
into  operation  on  1st  October,  1965  and  which  detailed  the  special  con- 
ditions subject  to  which  licences  to  process  and  retail  milk  under  the  special 
designation  UHT  may  be  granted. 

A sample  of  such  milk,  taken  at  any  time  before  retail  delivery,  is  re- 
quired to  satisfy  a stringent  test  in  which  the  total  bacterial  colony  count  must 
be  less  than  10. 

The  main  advantages  claimed  for  the  new  type  of  milk  seem  to  be  an 
extension  of  the  normal  keeping  period  to  several  weeks  without  refrigeration 
and  thus  more  flexibility  in  transport  and  storage  ; the  product  does,  however, 
have  a typical  flavour  due  to  some  caramelisation  during  treatment,  and  though 
this  is  said  to  fade  during  storage  it  could  well  result  in  consumer  resistance, 
especially  as  the  milk  is  dearer. 

No  UHT  milk  is  processed  locally  but  an  application  for  a Dealer’s 
Licence  was  received  in  December  from  a Folkestone  dairy  in  connection 
with  a proposal  to  make  supplies  available  on  cross-channel  vessels  for  retailing 
to  tourists  travelling  abroad. 

The  main  outlet  for  the  product  would  in  fact  seem  to  be  through  the 
medium  of  milk  vending  machines,  for  supplies  to  ships  on  long  voyages  where 
milk  has  to  be  kept  for  prolonged  periods,  or  for  sale  to  campers  and  caravan- 
ners as  referred  to  above,  though  the  latter  would  in  any  case  afford  only  a 
very  seasonal  market. 

(ii) 

In  August,  1965  a new  type  of  milk  packaging  machine  of  French 
design  and  manufacture  was  installed  at  one  of  the  local  dairies,  and  this 
could  mark  the  beginning  of  a new  era  in  the  use  of  non-returnable  containers. 

The  appliance  is  semi-automatic  and  packs  the  milk  in  transparent  poly- 
ethelene plastic  sachets  which  before  being  filled  resemble  flat  envelopes,  the 
packs  thereafter  being  heat  sealed  along  the  top  edge  by  a manual  process. 

The  model  at  present  installed  can  fill  up  to  600  sachets  per  hour,  but  this 
is  regarded  as  only  a moderate  throughput  and  the  packs  handled  are  restricted 
to  pints  and  quarts  ; it  is  understood  that  if  the  experiment  is  successful  it  is 
hoped  to  install  a machine  which  will  be  fully  automatic  and  capable  of 
dealing  with  a wider  range  of  packs  at  an  increased  rate  of  throughput. 

The  new  sachets  are  at  present  used  mainly  for  supplying  caravan  and 
building  sites,  and  to  some  extent  for  shops,  where  bottle  losses  are  said  to 
be  disproportionately  high  ; furthermore  the  cleanliness  and  general  condition 
of  bottles  recovered  from  the  first  mentioned  points  are  frequently  so  bad  as 
to  lead  to  their  complete  rejection  for  re-use. 

The  polyethelene  sachet  is  about  one  tenth  of  the  initial  cost  of  a con- 
ventional glass  bottle,  but  against  this  must  be  set  the  fact  that  the  average  life 
of  a bottle  is  between  40  and  50  repeat  journeys  to  the  customer  compared 
with  the  disposable  container  service  ; the  latter  method  is  not,  therefore, 
necessarily  more  economical  despite  elimination  of  the  expense  of  cleansing  and 
sterilising  bottles,  including  maintenance  of  the  costly  equipment  required. 

The  disposable  pack  has  much  to  commend  itself  on  hygienic  grounds  and 
if  the  new  plastic  containers  come  up  to  expectations  we  may  at  long  last  see 
the  real  decline  of  the  glass  bottle  with  its  attendant  risk  of  misuse  and  the 
inevitable  hazards  of  glass  fragments  being  found  by  consumers,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  visibly  unclean  bottles  which  seem  to  consistently  slip  through  the  nor- 
mal process  of  dairy  sterilisation  without  detection. 
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Few  Public  Health  Inspectors  will  mourn  the  passing  of  these  bottles  and 
one  would  think  that  dairymen  would  also  be  relieved  of  a constant  anxiety  ; 
by  supporting  the  new  method  of  packaging  the  public  on  their  part  will  be 
rendering  themselves  a distinct  service  at  a comparatively  trifling  cost. 

(iii) 

Both  the  local  dairies  continued  to  operate  High  Temperature  Short  Time 
pasteurising  plants  during  the  year  under  review,  the  combined  daily  output 
rising  to  a new  record  total  of  well  over  15,000  gallons  per  day  at  peak  periods  ; 
this  recurring  increase  is  largely  attributable  to  a consistent  rise  in  the  annual 
throughput  at  one  establishment  which  distributes  both  wholesale  and  retail 
supplies  of  milk  and  cream  over  a large  area  of  East  Kent.  At  this  dairy 
4,290,000  gallons  of  milk  passed  through  the  plant  during  1965,  including  an 
average  of  approximately  2,000  gallons  per  day  used  for  cream  production. 

Both  dairy  premises  were  kept  under  regular  inspection  throughout  the 
year  ; in  addition  to  frequent  routine  sampling  of  the  milk  at  all  the  usual 
points  of  retail  distribution,  samples  were  taken  directly  from  the  estab- 
lishments to  check  the  chemical  composition,  cleanliness  and  biological  safety 
of  the  milk  when  received  from  the  farms  and  also  after  treatment  and  bottling 
prior  to  distribution. 

The  testing  of  churns  and  bottles  for  bacteriological  cleanliness  after 
washing  and  sterilisation  was  also  diligently  maintained,  164  bottles  and  108 
churns  being  checked  for  these  purposes  ; on  several  occasions  the  results 
were  distinctly  unsatisfactory,  when  high  bacterial  counts  were  reported,  and 
investigations  were  immediately  and  vigorously  pursued,  following  which  satis- 
factory results  were  obtained. 

The  recommended  standard  requires  that  to  be  really  satisfactory,  the 
colony  count  of  bacterial  organisms  in  a one  pint  bottle  should  not  exceed 
200  and  that  this  is  readily  attainable  when  the  plants  were  working  efficiently 
was  repeatedly  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  average 
count  of  organisms  per  bottle  in  composite  samples  of  six  bottles  taken  at 
random  (this  being  the  pattern  followed  by  the  department)  counts  of  much 
less  than  50  were  reported,  some  indeed  being  less  than  10. 

In  the  case  of  churns,  a satisfactory  classification  restricts  the  total  colony 
count  to  less  than  50,000  organisms  per  churn  ; the  churns  must,  in  addition, 
be  free  from  dents,  rusting  and  similar  defects,  be  thoroughly  dry  and  show 
no  signs  of  grease  film  or  residual  milk  solid  deposit,  and  this  again  is  a per- 
fectly reasonable  yardstick. 

In  every  case  where  unsatisfactory  results  were  reported,  the  investigation 
pointed  to  the  fact  that  the  sterilising  plant  was  not  working  at  normal  effici- 
ency, and  when  this  was  remedied  satisfactory  results  were  again  obtained. 

The  relevant  statistical  details  of  registrations  and  licences  etc.  relating  to 
the  treatment,  storage  and  sale  of  milk,  and  tabulated  summaries  of  samples 
taken  are  appended. 

(a)  Registrations  under  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 

(i)  Distributors  having  dairy  premises  in  the  Borough  ...  8 

(ii)  Distributors  having  shop  premises  where  only  bottled 

milk  or  cream  is  sold  67 

New  distributors  registered  during  the  year  16 

Removals  from  register  14 
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(b)  Licences  under  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960,  valid  for 
quinquennial  period  ending  31st  December,  1970 


Type  of  Licence 

In 

operation 

1.1.65 

Changes  during  year 

Additions  Deletions 

In  opera- 
tion at 
31.12.65 

(i)  Dealers  (Pasteurisers) 

(ii)  Dealers  (Pre-packed) — 

2 



2 

Pasteurised 

80 

8 8 

80 

Sterilised 

13 



13 

(c)  Samples  taken  for  Chemical  Analysis  (Compositional  Quality) 

A verage 

Type  of  Milk  No.  of  Samples  Fat  Content  SoUds-not-Fat  Total  Solids 

Channel  Island  17  4.59%  8.95%  13.54% 

Other  than  Ch.  Is.  33  3.69%  8.66%  12.35% 

NOTE.  Channel  Island  Milk  must  contain  at  least  4.0%  fat.  Other  milk,  irrespective  of 
designation,  should  contain  at  least  3.0%  fat,  and  all  milk  8.5%  solids-not-fat. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  170  samples  of  milk  were  taken  on  arrival  of 
farm  supplies  at  dairies,  for  examination  in  the  office  laboratory.  This  is  a 
very  valuable  additional  screening  check  by  which  any  suspect  or  poor  quality 
milk  can  be  quickly  detected  and  followed  up  directly  with  the  producer. 

(d)  Samples  taken  for  Biochemical  Examination 

(0  Milk 


Designation 

Total 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Phosphatase  Test 

Turbidity  Test 

Samples 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

taken 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

Pasteurised 

117 

61 

— 

56 

— 

— 

— 

Pasteurised  (Ch.  Is.) 

15 

9 

— 

6 

— 

— 

■ — 

Sterilised 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

Untreated 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Untreated  Ch.  Is. 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

143 

73 

— 

62 

— 

8 

— 

(//)  Cream 

80  samples  of  cream  were  taken  for  methylene  blue  examination  during  the 
year,  this  test  being  designed  as  an  assessment  of  the  degree  of  bacterial  con- 
tamination present  and  thus  an  indication  of  the  potential  keeping  quality 
of  the  product ; results  were  classified  as  follows  : 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  61  (76.25%) 

Fairly  satisfactory  only  ...  7 (8.75%) 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  12  (15.00%) 

Although  results  showed  some  improvement  in  the  number  of  satis- 
factory samples  compared  with  previous  years  the  percentage  of  unsatisfactory 
samples  is  still  disappointing. 

The  results  are  classified  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  con- 
tained in  an  official  report  of  a working  party  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service. 

(e)  Brucella  Abortus  Tests 

94  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  appro- 
priate tests  to  be  applied,  as  follows  : 

(i)  28  group  samples  involving  121  farms,  of  which  15  samples  were  col- 

lectively positive  to  the  tests  applied.  35  samples  were  then  taken  from  the 
individual  farms  concerned  with  the  positive  samples  ; of  these  13  were 
positive  to  the  Ring  test,  4 being  also  positive  to  the  Whey  Test. 
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(ii)  31  samples  from  individual  farms;  11  were  positive  to  the  Ring  Test 
and  of  these  5 were  also  positive  to  Whey  Test. 

(f)  Antibiotic  Sampling 

A total  of  52  samples  of  untreated  milk  were  taken  in  the  course  of 
delivery  to  the  local  dairies  for  examination  for  the  presence  of  antibiotics, 
with  the  following  results. 

Informal  Formal 

No.  of  Samples  Negative  Positive  Negative  Positive 

52  46  2 4 0 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  & RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

1965  was  the  first  full  calendar  year  of  operation  of  the  Act  and  although 
the  task  of  initial  inspection  and  recording  of  premises  subject  to  statutory 
registration  had  not  been  completed  by  the  end  of  December,  marked  progress 
had  been  made  in  this  direction. 

Reference  to  Table  A (post)  shows  that  the  total  number  of  premises 
registered  at  31st  December,  1965  was  640  ; by  the  same  date  comprehensive 
inspections  had  been  made  of  363,  i.e.  60%  of  those  premises,  and  737  visits 
were  made  in  connection  therewith. 

One  of  the  main  problems  since  the  Act  came  into  operation  has  been 
to  secure  the  complete  registration  of  all  the  premises  to  which  it  applies,  due 
to  the  failure  of  a minority  of  occupiers  to  fulfil  the  statutory  obligation  of 
notification  in  this  respect.  A small  number  of  registrations  are,  unquestion- 
ably, still  outstanding  but  these  are  being  gradually  whittled  down  by  system- 
atic inspection  of  premises  ; otherwise  the  work  proceeded  smoothly  and 
steadily,  and  generally  speaking  no  serious  difficulty  has  been  encountered  in 
securing  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

506  contraventions  were  reported  and  138  notices  were  issued  as  a result 
of  the  inspections  carried  out  in  1965  ; analysis  of  the  contraventions  referred 
to  gives  the  following  additional  information  : 

Subject  Number  of  Contraventions 


Cleanliness  

44 

Overcrowding 

2 

Temperature 

93 

Ventilation  

9 

Lighting  

31 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

100 

Washing  facilities  

72 

Supply  of  drinking  water 

- 3 

Clothing  accommodation 

10 

Sitting  facilities  

4 

Floors,  passages  and  stairs 

Fencing  of  exposed 

65 

parts  of  machinery 

6 

First  Aid,  general  provisions 

67 

Total 

506 

440  contraventions  were  remedied  during  the  year,  some  of  course  relating 
to  notices  still  outstanding  at  the  end  of  1964. 

Since  inspections  were  commenced  under  the  Act  in  September,  1964, 
and  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  under  review,  a total  of  791  contraventions  had 
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been  reported,  466  had  been  remedied  and  most  of  the  remainder  were  at  some 
positive  stage  of  attention  ; the  items  involved  led  to  the  service  of  213  notices, 
of  which  143  were  fully  complied  with  by  December,  1965. 

One  point  of  particular  interest  which  merits  comment  on  experience  to 
date  relates  to  ventilation  of  shops,  which  often  seems  to  be  overlooked — or 
ignored — when  new  premises  are  planned  or  existing  shop  fronts  etc.  are  re- 
modelled, and  it  is  necessary  to  exercise  constant  vigilance  to  ensure  otherwise. 

The  question  of  lighting  in  both  shops  and  offices  exercised  the  special 
attention  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  who  called  for  reports  from  every 
local  authority  on  local  enforcement  of  the  relevant  provisions  of  the  Act, 
with  particular  reference  to  lightmeter  recordings  during  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber, 1965.  Examples  of  unsatisfactory  lighting  were  requested,  also  the 
general  impression  being  gained  of  the  standards  of  lighting,  both  natural  and 
artificial,  found  in  premises  inspected. 

The  purpose  of  the  reports  was  to  collate  reliable  information  on  whether 
there  was  a need  for  statutory  regulations  prescribing  standards  of  lighting, 
as  had  been  widely  advocated,  and  also  in  the  interests  of  uniformity,  since 
the  requirement  in  the  Act  that  lighting  must  be  “ suitable  and  sufficient  ” is 
clearly  capable  of  widely  divergent  interpretation  if  a subjective  standard  is 
applied. 

The  report  submitted  to  the  Ministry  with  respect  to  Folkestone  stated 
that  lighting  values  were  found  to  vary  in  all  premises  from  very  poor  to  quite 
high,  and  in  many  cases  differed  considerably  from  room  to  room  ; readings 
within  individual  rooms  also  fluctuated  greatly,  this  being  especially  noticeable 
in  comparisons  between  desks  near  windows  and  desks  at  the  back  of  rooms, 
etc. 

I also  observed  that  it  would  in  fact  appear  that  in  very  few  cases  is  the 
overall  level  of  supplementary  lighting  consistent  throughout  work  rooms  and 
pointed  out  that  pendant  fittings  are  frequently  badly  placed  in  relation  to  the 
position  of  working  desks,  often  seeming  to  be  designed  to  give  a general 
effect,  with  the  result  that  the  more  remote  desks  are  usually  very  much 
under-illuminated. 

Other  points  made  in  the  report  referred  to  strip  lighting  and  bulbs  being 
of  insufficient  wattage,  and  the  fact  that  some  workers  seemed  content  when 
readings  were  as  low  as  10  lumens,  actually  stating  that  they  would  rather 
not  have  more  light ; others  appeared  to  be  satisfied  with  about  20  lumens — 
still  only  a moderate  reading — possibly  due  to  the  fact  that  this  is  a level  to 
which  they  have  become  accustomed  or  reconciled.  On  the  contrary  it  was 
noted  that  no  adverse  comment  was  made  that  lighting  was  too  bright  when 
the  standard  of  illumination  was  markedly  high. 

As  might  be  expected,  there  is  a much  more  critical  appraisement  of 
light  values  among  personnel  engaged  on  very  close  work,  e.g.  draughtsmen, 
and  the  acceptable  light  value  noted — between  40  and  45  lumens — confirms 
the  recommendations  in  the  code  published  by  the  Illuminating  Engineering 
Society. 

A general  impression  was  recorded  that  satisfactory  lighting  is  low  on  the 
list  of  priorities  at  management  level,  or  for  that  matter  amongst  the  majority 
of  employees  themselves,  and  this  shows  a lack  of  appreciation  of  its 
importance.  The  question  of  carefully  planned  lighting  is  much  more  com- 
plex than  seems  to  be  generally  realised,  being  affected  by  many  variables 
such  as  orientation  as  well  as  extent  of  fenestration,  the  design  and/or  pro- 
portions of  a room,  the  source  and  position  of  lighting  units,  the  colour  and 
finish  of  decorations,  the  type  of  work  carried  on  and  the  reflective  properties 
of  furniture  or  fittings.  It  is  also  extremely  important  to  avoid  undue  glare, 
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since  concentrated  light  foci  of  high  intensity  in  a worker’s  field  of  view,  or 
reflections  from  highly  polished  glossy  surfaces  of  desks  or  working  planes, 
are  believed  to  give  rise  to  side  effects  such  as  headache,  visual  strain  and 
resultant  general  fatigue. 

The  code  of  practice  issued  by  the  Illuminating  Engineering  Society,  and 
referred  to  previously,  relates  to  standards  for  lighting  of  all  types  of  premises 
and  the  code  is  used  as  the  basis  of  recommendation  by  the  department  when 
requests  for  improved  lighting  are  being  pursued  ; it  is  gratifying  to  report 
that  the  standard  suggested  is  invariably  accepted  without  demur  by  employers. 

The  Borough  Council  is  required  to  forward  an  annual  report  to  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  giving  details  of  the  administration  of  the  Act  in  each 
calendar  year  and  the  following  extract  gives  details  of  the  statistical  inform- 
ation included  in  the  report  for  the  calendar  year  1965  : 


Table  A — Registrations  and  General  Inspections 

No.  of  Premises 

No.  of  registered 
premises  inspected 

Class  of  Premises 

registered  31  / 12/65 

during  year 

Offices  

176 

60 

Retail  Shops  

388 

129 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses  . . . 
Catering  Establishments  open  to 

19 

6 

the  public,  canteens,  etc 

53 

12 

Fuel  Depots  

4 

1 

Totals  

640 

208 

Table  B — Number  of  visits  by  Inspectors 

To  Registered  Premises  685 

To  Premises  not  covered  by  Act  52 


Table  C — Total  number  of  persons  employed  as  shown  on  the  registration 
forms 

Male  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,652 

Female  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,509 


Total 4,161 


HOUSING 

(a)  Unfit  Houses 

The  clearance  of  unfit  houses  is  still  one  of  the  most  important  respon- 
sibilities of  the  local  authority,  and  assessment  of  dwellings  for  this  purpose 
is  based  on  criteria  which  mean  that  a property  has  to  be  almost  in  extremis 
before  it  can  be  legally  regarded  as  unsuitable  for  habitable  purposes. 

Even  on  this  narrow  judgement,  however,  there  are  still  pockets  of  bad 
housing  conditions  in  the  Borough  which  are  ripe  for  immediate  action,  but 
the  rate  at  which  they  can  be  eliminated  again  ran  into  the  frustrating  prob- 
lem of  the  annual  allocation  of  new  houses  approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government.  The  situation  in  1965  was  that  the  number  of 
new  houses  likely  to  be  available  for  rehousing  was  not  sufficient  to  keep  pace 
with  the  planned  annual  phasing  of  the  current  slum  clearance  programme, 
which  is  in  fact  for  this  reason  now  lagging  some  two  years  behind  the  anti- 
cipated timetable. 
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It  was  therefore  decided  to  “ mark  time  ” in  the  inspection  of  further 
areas  of  unfit  houses  since  there  is  plainly  little  point  in  putting  forward  such 
areas  when  there  is  virtually  no  prospect  of  tenants  being  rehoused  for  several 
years  ; in  such  circumstances  houses  deteriorate  even  more  rapidly  as  owners 
abandon  all  interest  in  maintenance,  and  tenants  become  understandably 
restive. 

Activity  on  the  slum  clearance  front  was  not  entirely  at  a standstill,  how- 
ever, as  the  Folkestone  (Clarence  Street)  Clearance  Area,  final  inspections  for 
which  were  in  progress  at  the  end  of  1964,  was  so  declared  in  February  and. 
together  with  adjoining  properties  required  for  practical  redevelopment  of  the 
area,  was  made  the  subject  of  a Compulsory  Purchase  Order  comprising  42 
houses. 

A number  of  objections  to  the  Order  were  received  and  a public  local 
enquiry  was  consequently  held  on  12th  October,  1965.  The  Order  was  sub- 
sequently confirmed  with  the  modification  that  two  houses  were  reclassified 
as  being  eligible  for  full  compensatory  market  value. 

Inspections  were  also  made  in  November  of  7 houses  at  Granville  Road, 
Sandgate,  and  these  were  made  the  subject  of  a Clearance  Order  early  in  1966. 

In  addition  2 Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  individual  unfit 
houses,  3 basements  were  closed  under  statutory  Closing  Orders,  1 undertaking 
to  cease  using  a caravan  was  accepted,  and  1 undertaking  was  accepted  to 
recondition  an  unfit  cottage. 

2 Closing  Orders  were  determined  following  extensive  reconditioning  and 
modernisation  of  the  dwellings  to  which  they  related. 

The  position  at  31st  December,  1965  with  regard  to  condemned  premises 
or  parts  of  premises  which  have  not  been  demolished,  and  excluding  those 
in  area^  not  at  that  time  formally  confirmed,  is  tabulated  as  follows  : 

Used  as  stores, 
offices,  etc. 


Still 

(officially 

Classification 

Vacant  occupied 

approved) 

Clearance  and  Compulsory  Purchase 

Orders 

25  — 

— 

Closing  Orders 

65*  — 

28 

Formal  undertaking  not  to  re-let  for 

human  habitation  

6 — 

2 

Formal  undertakings  to  make  fit 

1 — 

— 

Voluntary  Closure 

1 — 

— 

Demolition  Orders  

2 — 

— 

Total  100  — 

* These  include  54  basement  fiats  or  basement  rooms. 

30 

(b)  Housing  Repairs 

The  clear  objective  of  the  statutory  provisions  relating  to  reconditioning 
of  houses  is  to  ensure  that  dwellings  shall  be  properly  maintained  to  an  accept- 
able standard  of  fitness  for  human  habitation. 

This  apparently  simple  and  straightforward  aim  is,  however,  beset  by  a 
number  of  difficulties,  among  which  may  be  instanced  the  economic  aspects 
in  terms  of  rent  returns,  the  low  standard  of  fitness  required  to  satisfy  mini- 
mum statutory  provisions  compared  with  the  standard  of  modern  amenities, 
and  the  gap  between  statutory  “ unfitness  ” as  defined  and  “ deterioration  ” 
where  average  maintenance  is  neglected  ; nowhere  is  there  more  truth  in  the 
adage  that  a stitch  in  time  saves  nine. 
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The  popular  current  economic  plea  is  to  associate  income  with  productiv- 
ity. One  might  also  ponder  whether  it  is  true  economy  in  terms  of  public  health 
for  the  care  of  houses  to  be  neglected  because  of  the  factors  referred  to.  It 
could  be  contended  that  the  maintenance  of  dwellings  in  good  condition  can 
be  said  to  have  direct  relationship  to  productivity  by  preserving  the  physical 
and  mental  well-being  of  the  occupants,  especially  when  they  all  go  out  to  work, 
as  is  so  often  the  case  in  the  type  of  property  to  which  these  observations  apply  ; 
at  the  same  time  the  cost  of  repairs  has  to  be  weighed  carefully  so  that  an 
equitable  balance  can  be  struck  between  the  legitimate  claims  of  an  owner  for 
a fair  return  on  his  investment  and  that  of  the  tenant  for  a satisfactory  house 
in  good  repair,  in  return  for  payment  of  a reasonable  rent. 

Thus  the  problems  associated  with  reasonable  cost  in  determining  whether 
a house  should  be  repaired  or  allowed  to  sink  into  irretrievable  dilapidation 
remain,  and  the  difficulty  of  securing  rapid  attention  to  repairs  continues. 

The  work  of  inspection,  preparation  of  schedules,  costing  of  repairs,  the 
preparation  of  bills  of  quantities  in  cases  where  statutory  or  default  action  is 
involved,  is  all  done  in  the  department  by  the  District  Inspectors  concerned, 
who  also  supervise  the  execution  of  the  repairs  ; such  work  is  of  necessity  time 
consuming  but  is  in  my  opinion  very  rewarding  when  the  result  is  that  a pro- 
perty is  put  into  sound  repair — if  possible  with  improvements  also  incorporated. 

In  terms  of  departmental  statistics,  21  fully  comprehensive  repair  schedules 
were  served  and  32  similar  schedules  were  issued  in  connection  with  standard 
and  discretionary  grants,  compliance  with  the  repairs  schedules  being  re- 
quired in  these  cases  before  payment  is  approved  ; the  total  number  of  houses 
dealt  with  for  thorough  reconditioning,  as  distinct  from  those  dealt  with  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts  for  more  urgent  type  of  repairs,  was  therefore  53. 

(c)  Improvement  Grants 

The  fitness  of  new  houses  in  respect  of  structure,  light,  ventilation,  and 
supply  of  essential  services,  and  a guarantee  that  they  are  provided  with  a 
reasonable  amount  of  open  space,  is  virtually  assured  by  building  regulations 
and  applied  standards. 

These  criteria,  when  applied  to  many  existing  houses,  are  often  basically 
satisfied,  but  even  the  most  cursory  survey  shows  many  such  dwellings  to  be 
lacking  in  amenities  which  are  now  incorporated  as  the  standard  of  acceptance 
essential  to  healthy  living  but  which  would  have  been  considered  extravagant 
luxuries  in  even  the  most  soundly  constructed  artisan  type  of  property  50  years 
ago. 

The  modernisation  of  these  houses,  before  they  sink  beyond  obsolescence 
to  irremedial  unfitness,  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  but  applications  for  Im- 
provement Grants  showed  yet  a further  decline  during  1965  to  the  meagre  total 
of  only  48,  all  of  which  were  ultimately  approved  ; this  compares  with  a total 
of  53  for  the  previous  year. 

Since  the  system  of  voluntary  Improvement  Grants  was  introduced  in 
1949  only  506  applications  for  Grants  have  been  submitted,  of  which  492  have 
been  approved,  and  it  is  now  even  more  plain  that  a radical  change  is  necessary 
in  the  approach  to  this  task. 

It  was  hoped  that  positive  progress  could  be  made  during  the  year  in 
implementing  the  new  powers  introduced  in  the  Housing  Act,  1964,  under 
which  specific  areas  for  improvement  can  be  defined  and  the  houses  contained 
therein  can  be  made  the  subject  of  enforcement  action  for  the  provision  of 
bathrooms,  hot  water  supplies  and  the  other  standard  amenities. 

This  hope  was  partially  fulfilled  inasmuch  as  a preliminary  survey  was 
made  of  an  area  selected  as  being  suitable  for  appropriate  statutory  declara- 
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tion,  and  initial  recording  inspections  were  planned  which  provided  the  nece- 
ssary data  for  a report  to  the  Borough  Council  early  in  1966,  when  the  pro- 
posals submitted  were  approved. 

It  is  intended  that  the  area  now  being  dealt  with  will  set  the  pattern  for 
a succession  of  further  reports  in  due  course  in  respect  of  other  areas  and  thus, 
in  the  long  term,  raise  the  general  standard  of  the  houses  affected  to  a modern 
standard  of  comfort  and  amenity. 

The  Housing  Act,  1964  also  contains  provisions  whereby  tenants  of  in- 
dividual houses  other  than  those  included  in  areas  such  as  referred  to 
above,  can  require  the  Council  to  exercise  similar  powers  of  compulsion. 
These  provisions,  however,  have  brought  little  response  by  way  of  enquiry 
and  only  4 formal  applications  for  enforcement  action  were  received  in  1965. 

In  3 cases  the  owners,  after  receiving  notification  of  the  applications,  ex- 
pressed readiness  to  carry  out  the  improvements  without  recourse  to  further 
statutory  action,  and  submitted  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  accord- 
ingly ; in  the  other  case  it  became  necessary  to  invoke  the  formal  procedure 
prescribed  in  the  Act  and  the  matter  was  still  being  pursued  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

(d)  Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

Special  provisions  are  included  in  the  Housing  Acts  1961  and  1964  for  the 
control  of  houses  let  in  multiple  occupation,  these  being  defined  as  houses  or 
parts  of  houses  which  are  either  let  in  lodgings  or  are  occupied  by  members  of 
more  than  one  family. 

Houses  are  being  discovered  from  time  to  time  which  fall  into  the  above 
categories  and  call  for  action  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  various  lettings  are 
not  overcrowded,  that  adequate  facilities  and  amenities  are  provided  for  the 
occupants  and  that  the  premises  are  maintained  in  good  repair. 

An  informal  register  is  being  compiled  of  such  premises  and  the  number 
so  recorded  stood  at  35  at  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  ; the  number  of 
lettings  noted  in  these  houses  at  the  time  of  inspections  varied  from  two  to  10 
and,  in  all,  added  up  to  a gross  total  of  184  separate  lettings  to  dilferent  house- 
holds of  varying  numerical  size. 

It  is  fair  to  add  that  19  of  these  premises  were  recorded  as  satisfactorily 
complying  with  statutory  requirements,  some  indeed  affording  very  comfortable 
accommodation  ; 3 of  the  others  have  been  brought  up  to  a satisfactory 
standard  following  service  of  notices,  9 notices  are  still  outstanding  and  similar 
action  is  pending  in  the  remaining  4 cases. 

In  February  the  Council  approved  a basic  standard  of  over-crowding  to 
be  taken  into  consideration  in  respect  of  multi-occupied  houses  and  this  is  a 
very  useful  yardstick  which  is  applied  in  normal  circumstances. 

Directions  limiting  the  number  of  persons  permitted  to  occupy  various 
lettings  in  two  particularly  troublesome  houses  were  made  in  November  1965, 
though  not  without  remonstrance  by  the  owner.  These  houses  were  the  sub- 
ject of  statutory  notices  requiring  additional  facilities  by  way  of  extra  bath- 
rooms, toilets,  hot  water  supplies,  cooking  facilities  etc.  and  also  extensive 
repairs  ; the  owner  gave  all  the  occupants  notice  to  quit  rather  than  comply 
with  the  notices,  the  premises  now  stand  empty,  and  have  been  offered  tor 
sale. 

(e)  Applications  for  Re-housing 

42  cases  were  investigated  by  the  department  in  connection  with  claims 
for  priority  in  rehousing  on  grounds  of  overcrowding,  ill-health  or  other  re- 
lated environmental  circumstances  and  98  visits  were  made,  a considerable 
increase  over  last  year. 
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A high  proportion  of  these  cases  referred  to  alleged  over  crowding,  and 
while  inspection  usually  disclosed  a clearly  undesirable  measure  of  congestion, 
it  is  a reflection  on  the  present  standard  that  “ statutory  ” overcrowding  as 
defined  in  the  Housing  Acts  was  not  often  found. 

Every  case  reported  is  carefully  considered  according  to  the  individual 
circumstances  and  recommendations  are  based  on  the  degree  of  real  need 
which  emerges,  the  department  of  course  being  primarily  concerned  with  the 
health  aspects  of  the  matter. 

The  department  was  also  called  upon  from  time  to  time  to  investigate 
cases  where  sub-letting  had  resulted  in  houses,  including  on  occasions  Corp- 
oration houses,  being  overcrowded  in  contravention  of  the  legally  permissible 
standard  ; action  was  taken  accordingly,  including  service  of  appropriate 
notices  where  necessary. 


STATISTICAL  DETAII.S  RELATING  TO  HOUSING 

Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year 

Number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  under  the 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  273 

Number  of  houses  included  under  above  sub-heading  where 

defects  were  found.  ...  ...  ...  130 


HOUSING  ACTS,  1957-1964 


(1)  Number  of  houses  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human 

habitation  and  incapable  of  repair,  which  were  the 
subject  of  adminstrative  procedure  during  the  year  ...  45 

(2)  Number  of  houses  declared  unfit  and  included  in 

clearance  areas  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Number  of  houses  in  area  where  action  pending  ...  7 

(3)  Number  of  houses  where  Demolition  Orders  made  ...  2 

(4)  Number  of  premises  where  undertakings  not  to  use  for 

human  habitation  were  accepted  1 

(5)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  made — Section  18(1)  ...  3 

(6)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  determined  ...  ...  2 

(7)  Number  of  houses  demolished  4 

(8)  Number  of  houses  reported  to  local  authority  with  a 

view  to  the  service  of  formal  notices  requiring  repair  ...  3 

(9)  Number  of  notices  served  requiring  execution  of  works: 

(a)  Formal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  Informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Number  of  defects  found  under  (b)  above  ...  ...  754 

( 1 0)  Number  of  houses  where  defects  were  remedied  : 

*(a)  by  owners  on  service  of  informal  notices  ...  44 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  1 

Number  of  defects  remedied  under  (a)  above  ...  608 


"^Notices  in  respect  of  some  of  these  houses  were  served  in  the  previous 
year. 
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HOUSING  (FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1958 
Cumulative  position  at  31st  December,  1965 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

(1)  Total  number  of  firm  preliminary  enquiries  received  ...  983 

(2)  Formal  applications  made  as  result  of  (1)  above  ...  506 

(3)  (a)  Formal  applications  approved  ...  ...  ...  492 

(b)  Formal  applications  approved  but  (i)  subsequently 


not  pursued  (76)  or  (ii)  not  yet  completed  (39)  ...  115 


(c)  Formal  applications  refused 

• • • 

14 

(4) 

Completed  schemes 

• • • 

377 

(5) 

Improvements  to  single  dwellings  : 

(a)  owner  occupied  

273 

(b)  tenanted  properties 

70 

343 

(6) 

Conversions  of  properties  into  : 

2 flats  

19 

3 flats  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

4 flats  

4 

5 or  more  flats 

9 

— 

34 

377 

(7) 

Grants  paid  in  year  1965 

. . . 

£12,040.  Os.  Od 

Total  amount  of  Grants  paid  to  December,  1965 

£92,26 1 . Os.  Od 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

The  position  with  regard  to  caravan  sites  showed  no  material  change  in 
1965,  the  sites  at  Little  Switzerland  and  the  Valiant  Sailor  continuing  as  in 
previous  years. 

Both  sites  are  licensed  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Develop- 
ment Act,  1960,  and  conditions  are  attached  to  each  licence  which  follow 
closely  the  requirements  suggested  in  the  model  standards  recommended  by 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

Mains  water  supply  is  laid  on  at  each  site  and  adequate  toilet  accommo- 
dation of  the  water  carriage  type  is  also  provided,  affording  separate  accommo- 
dation for  members  of  opposite  sexes.  Hot  water,  showers,  wash  hand  basins 
and  laundry  facilities  are  also  installed,  together  with  refuse  accommodation 
and  fire  fighting  equipment.  Both  sites  are  traversed  by  hard  roads  and  the 
stationing  of  caravans  is  kept  under  careful  check  to  ensure  that  a minimum 
space  of  20  feet  is  maintained  at  all  times  between  each  van,  as  prescribed  in 
the  licences. 

Car  parking  spaces  are  provided  but  one  of  the  few  real  difficulties  is  to 
see  that  vehicles  are  not  parked  on  the  grass  adjacent  to  and  between  caravans  : 
this  not  only  contravenes  the  condition  that  such  spaces  are  kept  clear,  but  in 
inclement  weather,  when  the  ground  becomes  soft,  it  results  in  the  surface 
being  badly  cut  up  by  deep  rutting,  thereby  spoiling  the  appearance  of  the  sites 
and  also  giving  rise  to  undesirable  ponding  of  muddy  water  which  in  turn  is 
conducive  to  insanitary  conditions. 

Generally  speaking,  however,  the  sites  were  conducted  in  a very  satis- 
factory manner  and  caused  no  serious  concern  to  the  department,  due  no  doubt 
to  the  close  supervision  which  is  exercised  by  frequent  visits  and  detailed  in- 
spections during  the  holiday  season. 
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The  site  at  Little  Switzerland  is  licensed  for  30  caravans  only  and  that  at 
the  Valiant  Sailor  is  restricted  to  15  caravans,  all  of  which  are  used  exclusively 
for  short-term  holiday  occupation.  At  the  former  site  a tea  chalet/camp  store, 
which  is  also  open  to  casual  visitors,  provides  an  additional  amenity,  while 
occupants  of  the  Valiant  Sailor  site  enjoy  the  more  spirited  facilities  at  the 
Inn  of  the  same  name,  to  which  it  is  attached. 

There  are  no  multiple  sites  for  residential  caravans  in  the  Borough  and 
only  one  single  site  remained  in  use  for  such  purpose  at  the  end  of  the  year,  this 
being  attached  to  a horticultural  smallholding  and  being  occupied  on  a service 
tenancy  basis  by  an  employee.  The  caravan  is  well  maintained  and  the  site  is 
provided  with  all  the  essential  amenities  required  under  the  terms  of  the  licence. 

One  other  residential  caravan,  in  this  case  sited  on  a smallholding  used 
for  pig  farming,  was  in  use  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  but  its  condition  had 
deteriorated  to  such  an  extent  that  action  was  taken  under  the  Housing  Act 
to  bring  this  occupation  to  an  end  on  the  grounds  that  the  van  was  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  The  action  was  not  opposed  and  an  undertaking  was  ac- 
cepted that  the  caravan  should  not  be  used  for  habitable  purposes  ; it  is  nov/ 
used  only  for  storage. 

With  regard  to  tents,  the  small  site  adjacent  to  and  under  the  same  manage- 
ment as  the  Little  Switzerland  Caravan  Site,  and  which  is  licensed  separately 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  for  15  tents,  also  continued  to  operate  with- 
out troublesome  incident.  The  facilities  at  the  caravan  site  are  available  to 
occupants  of  tents  and  are  adequate  for  this  purpose. 

To  the  immeasurable  relief  of  the  department,  1965  saw  the  end  of  un- 
controlled indiscriminate  camping,  with  its  attendant  public  health  hazards, 
in  the  Lower  Warren  area.  This  was  accomplished  by  fencing  and  supervis- 
ory patrol  by  the  Parks  Department,  access  to  the  area  being  denied  to  would 
-be  campers  except  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  access  to  the  new  Lower  Warren 
camping  site  which  was  opened  on  3rd  June,  1965  ; the  site  is  formally  licensed 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  to  accommodate  a maximum  of  100  tents, 
no  caravans  being  allowed  except  one  used  by  the  camp  warden. 

As  the  newly  sown  grass  had  not  had  sufficient  time  to  become  well  estab- 
lished on  the  site  since  being  sown  in  October/November,  1964,  a temporary 
restriction  of  65  tents  was  imposed  for  the  1965  season,  but  despite  this  the 
surface  suffered  very  severely  due  to  the  camp  being  so  well  patronised,  and  re- 
seeding of  large  areas  was  necessary  at  the  end  of  the  season  ; this  however 
is  a normal  consequence  of  seasonal  wear  and  tear  at  any  such  site. 

The  decision  of  the  Council  to  instal  water  sanitatiorr  and  electricity  as 
well  as  mains  water  supply,  despite  the  considerable  expenditure  involved  by 
reason  of  distance  from  these  services,  was  most  welcome  and  the  provision 
of  two  concrete  pre-fabricated  buildings  to  house  toilets,  hot  water  supply, 
wash  hand  basins,  showers,  laundry  sinks  and  incidental  amenities  such  as 
electric  razor  points,  together  with  a camp  shop  and  office,  has  resulted  in  a site 
which  has  already  evoked  many  complimentary  references  from  visitors  and 
has  also  received  much  publicity. 

The  Borough  Council  are  the  statutory  licencees  but  the  entire  admini- 
stration of  the  camp  on  their  behalf  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Camping  Club  of 
Great  Britain  under  an  appropriate  formal  agreement  and  this  has  presented 
no  difficulty  as  far  as  my  department  is  concerned  in  connection  with  com- 
pliance with  the  statutory  conditions  attached  to  the  licence. 
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SWIMMING  BATHS 


1.  Open  Air  Pool 

The  open  air  pool  is  situated  between  the  Lower  Sandgate  Road  and  the 
Marine  Promenade  and  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Borough  Council.  Fur- 
ther improvements  to  those  reported  last  year  have  included  the  construction 
of  a new  pre-cast  concrete  boundary  wall  to  replace  the  former  dilapidated 
wooden  fence. 

The  pool,  the  largest  in  the  district,  is  165  feet  long  and  75  feet  wide  with  a 
depth  of  from  2ft.  6in.  to  5ft.  6in.  and  a diving  basin  9ft.  deep  ; it  is  filled  with 
sea  water  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  and  is  thereafter  topped  up  as  occasion 
demands  from  the  same  source. 

A high  standard  of  purity  of  the  water  is  obtained  by  two  high  pressure 
sand  filters  and  a chlorination  plant,  capable  of  maintaining  a 4}  hour  turn- 
over of  the  364,000  gallons  contained  in  the  pool.  The  filtering  medium  in  the 
pressure  filters  was  renewed  during  the  year,  37  tons  of  Leighton  Buzzard  sand 
being  used  for  this  purpose.  Aeration  by  a combination  of  syphonage  through 
a venturi  tube  and  diversion  of  a proportion  of  the  returning  water  over  an 
ornamental  cascade  maintains  a typical  and  attractive  sparkle  in  the  contents 
of  the  pool. 

The  pool,  open  during  the  summer  months,  provides  a valuable  holiday 
amenity,  being  situated  in  a prominent  position  on  the  sea  front,  and  is  also 
used  by  schools  and  other  organisations  for  swimming  instruction  and  for 
sporting  activities. 

Eight  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  season  and,  of  these,  5 proved 
to  be  of  a satisfactory  standard  of  bacterial  cleanliness.  Three  showed  some 
slight  deterioration  from  the  normal  sterile  standard  but  none  was  seriously 
unsatisfactory  and  adjustment  of  the  chlorination  dosage  immediately  restored 
the  position. 


2.  Marina  Indoor  Pool 

This  pool  again  provided  the  only  indoor  swimming  facilities  generally 
available  to  the  public,  but  the  state  of  dilapidation  of  the  building  in  which 
it  was  situated  and  the  extremely  poor  condition  of  the  facilities  provided 
for  changing  etc.,  also  the  totally  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  facilities  used 
to  prepare  hot  drinks  and  sandwiches,  continued  to  give  considerable  anxiety. 

The  pool  was  managed  under  the  direction  of  a private  operator  with  the 
aid  of  a small  financial  grant  from  the  Council  and  it  became  increasingly  ob- 
vious during  the  year  that  the  building  and  the  pool  were  fast  becoming 
unusable  unless  improvements  could  be  effected.  The  difficulty  of  maintaining 
even  the  minimum  standard  under  which  the  pool  was  being  run  did  in  fact 
mean  that  it  was  closed  in  the  third  week  of  July  ; it  was  not  in  a fit  condition 
to  be  re-opened  as  in  previous  years  at  the  beginning  of  the  winter  season  and 
efforts  in  this  connection  were  ultimately  abandoned. 

The  pool,  during  the  period  in  which  it  was  open,  did  provide  facilities  for 
winter  swimming  which  would  not  otherwise  have  been  available.  It  was  of 
modest  size,  having  a capacity  of  32,000  gallons  and  measured  48  feet  by  24 
feet,  with  a depth  varying  from  3 feet  to  6 feet.  The  cleanliness  of  the  water, 
obtained  from  the  Folkestone  and  District  Water  Company,  was  main- 
tained through  high  pressure  sand  filters  and  application  of  hypochlorite 
solution,  and  the  pool  was  heated  to  a temperature  of  between  72°  and  74° 
Fahrenheit. 
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Five  samples  were  taken  during  the  period  in  which  the  pool  was  operated 
in  1965,  all  of  which  were  of  a satisfactory  bacterial  standard. 


3.  Westbrook  House  School 

An  open  air  pool,  situated  in  the  grounds  of  a private  school,  and  used 
during  the  summer  months  by  the  pupils  and  staff.  The  pool  measures  60ft. 
X 25ft.  and  varies  in  depth  from  2ft.  6in.  to  5ft.  6in.  giving  a capacity  of  37,500 
gallons. 

Filtration  is  effected  by  a double  pressure  filter,  and  sterilisation  by  an 
automatic  dosage  unit  which  injects  a regulated  quantity  of  sodium  hypo- 
chlorite into  the  stream  of  water  as  it  leaves  the  filter. 

Four  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  pool,  the  first  showing  signs 
of  contamination.  No  pathogens  were  isolated  from  the  water  and  after 
adjustment  of  the  chlorination  apparatus,  the  subsequent  samples  were  all 
satisfactory. 

4.  New  Metropole  Court  Swimming  Pool 

A small  and  rather  luxurious  private  indoor  pool,  situated  in  part  of  the 
New  Metropole  Court  premises.  Dressing  accommodation  is  separate  for 
men  and  women  and  there  is  a shower  and  toilet  accommodation  provided  for 
each  sex.  The  pool,  which  has  a capacity  of  approximately  8,700  gallons  has 
a maximum  depth  of  5ft.  6in.  and  a minimum  of  2ft.  6in. 

The  pool  is  of  orthodox  design  with  the  usual  scum  channel,  etc.  and  is 
filled  with  mains  water  which  is  thereafter  constantly  circulated  during  usage 
through  a pressure  filter  and  chlorination  plant ; use  of  the  pool  is  restricted 
to  members  of  a private  club. 

Samples  were  taken  consistently  throughout  the  year  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  although  6 were  in  some  degree  unsatisfactory  due  mainly 
to  high  colony  counts,  in  only  one  sample  was  b.  coli  isolated.  The  variable 
quality  of  the  water  appears  to  have  been  due  to  an  intermittent  fault  in  the 
chlorination  but  the  last  4 samples  taken  in  the  year  proved  to  be  completely 
sterile. 


5.  Hillside  County  Secondary  School  for  Boys 

This  is  a sunken  open  air  pool  constructed  of  concrete,  with  a capacity 
of  21,000  gallons.  It  measures  50ft.  x 20ft.  with  a water  depth  of  3ft.  to  3ft.  9in. 
and  is  situated  in  the  grounds  of  the  school  in  Park  Farm  Road. 

A chlorination  and  filtration  plant  was  installed  in  1964  but,  due  to  a 
mechanical  breakdown,  was  not  effectively  used  during  that  year  ; it  was, 
however,  fully  operational  during  the  1965  season.  The  plant  has  an  electrically 
propelled  centifrugal  pump,  capable  of  circulating  1,000  gallons  of  water  per 
hour,  thus  ensuring  a complete  turnover  of  water  every  day  while  in  use  : 
present  experience  shows  that  this  appears  to  be  a reasonable  compromise 
having  regard  to  the  limited  use  of  the  pool. 

The  water,  which  is  supplied  by  the  Folkestone  and  District  Water 
Company,  is  sterilised  during  turnover  by  the  addition  of  sodium  hypochlorite 
which  is  drip  fed  into  the  water  in  conjunction  with  the  filtration  plant. 

Only  two  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  this  pool,  which  was  not 
used  much  during  the  season  due  to  poor  weather  conditions,  and  both  samples 
proved  satisfactory. 
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6.  George  Spurgen  County  Primary  School 

Another  very  small  pool  which  is,  however,  sufficient  to  teach  children  the 
rudiments  of  swimming  and  to  this  extent  is  usefully  employed  at  the  school. 

It  consists  of  a wooden  framework  erected  in  the  school  playing  field,  the 
frame  supporting  and  enclosing  a plastic  lining  ; the  pool  is  24ft.  long  x 16ft. 
wide  and  has  a capacity  of  8,000  gallons,  and  is  charged  on  the  fill  and  empty 
system  with  water  drawn  from  the  service  main  of  the  Folkestone  & District 
Water  Company. 

Here  again  no  filtration  is  provided  and  sterilisation  was  effected  by  the 
interim  addition  of  sodium  hypochlorite  solution,  this  being  done  manually. 
The  actual  dosage  required  is  estimated  on  the  basis  of  tintometer  readings 
taken  at  intervals  when  the  pool  is  in  use,  the  entire  responsibility  for  super- 
vision and  control  of  the  system  resting  with  one  of  the  senior  masters. 

One  sample  was  taken  from  the  pool  in  1965  and  this  satisfied  the  test 
applied. 

7.  Folkestone  Hostel  and  Training  Centre 

This  is  a new  pool,  presented  by  the  Folkestone  Branch  of  the  Round 
Table  for  the  use  of  mentally  handicapped  children  and  adults  who  attend 
the  centre. 

The  pool  is  sited  above  ground  level  and  is  constructed  of  wood  with  a 
plastic  lining  and  P.V.C.  cover,  and  is  situated  in  the  Training  Centre  grounds 
in  Parkfield  Road. 

It  measures  24ft.  x 16ft  with  a water  depth  of  2ft.  6in.  and  a capacity  of 
6,200  gallons.  It  is,  at  present,  operated  on  the  fill  and  empty  principle  with 
water  from  the  Folkestone  and  District  Water  Company,  and  chlorin- 
ation is  effected  by  manual  addition  of  sodium  hypochlorite  ; the  amount 
required  is  adjusted  in  accordance  with  advice  given  after  frequent  visits  by 
the  District  Inspectors,  when  chlorine  and  pH  readings  were  checked  in  order 
to  determine  the  correct  dosage  required  under  normal  conditions  of  usage. 
This  method  of  treatment  is  never  really  satisfactory  and  reliable,  however, 
and  consequently  there  must  always  be  some  uncertainty  regarding  the  con- 
dition of  the  water,  in  the  absence  of  proper  automatic  dosage  equipment. 

Three  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  ; two  were  satisfactory  but 
the  third  failed  to  meet  the  required  bacteriological  standard,  probably  due 
to  the  pool  having  been  out  of  use  during  school  holidays  and  the  fact  that 
there  was  an  accumulation  of  dirt  in  the  bottom.  It  is  hoped  that  next  year 
a filter  will  be  installed  and  this  particular  cause  for  concern  will  be  eliminated. 

8.  Paddling  Pool  for  Children 

The  paddling  pool,  under  the  control  and  supervision  of  the  Parks 
Department,  is  situated  on  the  sea  front  between  the  Marine  Promenade  and 
the  Lower  Sandgate  Road.  It  is  used  only  during  the  summer  months  and  is 
emptied  and  refilled  from  mains  supplies  three  times  weekly  during  this 
period. 

A hypochlorite  solution  is  applied  by  hand  at  prescribed  intervals  each 
day  the  pool  is  in  use  in  order  to  maintain  a reasonable  degree  of  sterility,  the 
precise  amount  of  hypochlorite  applied  being  broadly  determined  by  the  load 
obtaining  at  the  time. 

Five  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  pool  during  the  year.  On  two 
occasions  results  were  not  entirely  satisfactory  and  showed  the  necessity  for 
more  careful  attention  to  application  and  dosage  of  the  hypochlorite  sterilant. 
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UNSATISFACTORY  RESULTS 

Satisfactory 

Location  of  Pool 

Total 

B.  Coli 

Faecal  Coli 

Bacterial 

Results 

Samples 

present  in 

present  in 

count  too 

100  ml. 

100  ml. 

high 

Marina  Pool  : 

Deep  end 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Shallow  end  ... 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Open  Air  Pool  : 

Deep  end 

8 

2 

1 

— 

6 

Shallow  end  ... 

8 

1 

1 

— 

7 

Hillside  School  ; 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

George  Spur  gen 
School  : 

1 

— 

— 

• — - 

1 

Westbrook  House 
School  : 

4 

— 

— 

1 

3 

New  Metro  pole  : 

14 

2 

1 

6 

8 

Folkestone  Hostel 

and  Training 

Centre : 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Paddling  Pool  : 

5 

2 

2 

2 

3 

NOTE  : Where  pools  have  varying  depths,  samples  are  invariably  taken  simultaneously 

at  “ deep  ” and  “ shallow  ” ends. 


MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926 

The  Merchandise  Marks  Acts  are  generally  associated  with  legislative 
control  related  to  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  goods  of  all  kinds,  and  as  their 
name  implies  refer  in  particular  to  trade  descriptions  ; the  Public  Health 
Inspector,  however,  is  primarily  concerned  with  the  statutory  regulations  con- 
trolling the  positive  marking  of  imported  foodstuffs,  made  under  the  1926  Act 
and  requiring  the  products  to  which  the  several  Orders  apply  to  be  designated 
by  a show  ticket  when  displayed  for  sale. 

Authorised  officers  of  Food  and  Drugs  authorities  are  empowered  to  take 
samples  of  any  goods  which  appear  to  be  imported  foodstuffs,  and  if  such  goods 
are  not  marked  correctly  with  an  indication  of  origin  an  offence  is  committed 
which  renders  the  vendor  liable  to  prosecution. 

Routine  observations  continued  to  be  made  throughout  the  year  to  check 
that  the  Orders  were  properly  complied  with,  and  very  few  traders  in  the 
Borough  could  validly  claim  ignorance  of  their  obligations  as  nearly  all  have 
been  informed  of  the  relevant  statutory  provisions  at  some  time  or  other.  This 
applies  particularly  to  fruiterers  and  greengrocers,  some  of  whom  are  notably 
careless. 

152  check  observations  were  statistically  reported  during  1965  and,  as  a 
result,  15  official  warnings  were  recorded,  in  addition  to  the  usual  crop  of 
verbal  reminders  on  minor  points  such  as  display  cards  being  partly  concealed 
or  inadequate  etc.  in  contravention  of  the  requirement  that  they  must  be 
“ conspicuously  and  clearly  visible  ” to  intending  purchasers  and  be  printed 
in  indelible  lettering  not  less  than  half  an  inch  in  height. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


1.  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

This  Act  provides  for  a system  of  licensing  and  inspection  of  pet  shops 
and  applies  the  principles  of  the  Protection  of  Animals  Acts  to  the  trade  or 
business  of  selling  pets. 

For  purposes  of  the  Act  the  expression  “ animal  ” includes  any  descrip- 
tion of  vertebrate  ; it  thus  covers  the  sale  of  dogs  and  cats  for  domestic 
purposes  and  also  the  sale  of  birds,  fishes,  and  all  the  other  popular  small 
mammals  which  are  purchased  for  ornamental  purposes.  The  Act  also  makes 
it  an  offence  to  sell  pets  to  children  under  12  years  of  age. 

4 premises  were  licensed  for  the  sale  of  pet  animals  ; all  the  premises  have 
been  licensed  for  several  years  and  although  one  shop  changed  hands  during 
the  year,  the  new  proprietor  holds  a licence  under  the  Animal  Boarding 
Establishments  Act,  1963  and  is  thus  experienced  in  the  general  handling  of 
animals. 

Conditions  attached  to  the  several  licences  were  similar  to  those  which 
had  obtained  previously  and  are  intended  to  secure  that  the  accommodation 
provided  is  suitable  as  regards  size,  temperature,  lighting,  ventilation  and 
cleanliness  ; also  that  animals  are  supplied  with  adequate  and  suitable  food 
and  drink,  that  they  are  not  sold  at  too  early  an  age,  that  all  reasonable  pre- 
cautions are  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases  ; and  that  satis- 
factory arrangements  are  made  to  deal  with  fire  or  other  emergency. 

19  check  visits  were  made  to  licensed  premises  during  the  year  and,  on 
the  whole,  all  were  maintained  in  a very  satisfactory  condition  ; a suggestion 
was  made  to  the  department  that  at  one  premises  kittens  were  being  sold  before 
they  had  been  properly  weaned  but  in  the  event  this  could  not  be  substantiated 
by  direct  evidence  and  no  action  was  therefore  possible. 


2.  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

This  Act  applies  the  principles  referred  to  in  the  previous  commentary  to 
establishments  where  a business  of  providing  accommodation  for  other  people’s 
animals  is  carried  on. 

It  incorporates  similar  provisions  to  those  contained  in  the  Pet  Animals 
Act  relating  to  suitability  of  accommodation,  adequate  food  and  water  and  fire 
precautions  etc.;  in  the  case  of  boarding  establishments,  animals  must  also  be 
adequately  exercised  and  visited  at  suitable  intervals,  and  a register  must  be 
kept  containing  a description  of  any  animals  received  into  the  establishment, 
the  date  of  arrival  and  departure,  and  the  name  and  address  of  the  owner, 
such  register  being  available  for  inspection  at  all  times  by  the  officers  appointed 
for  enforcement  of  the  Act. 

2 premises  were  licensed  in  1965  under  the  Act,  one  authorising  the 
boarding  of  up  to  75  dogs  and  36  cats,  and  the  other  giving  similar  authority 
for  20  dogs  and  20  cats  to  be  accommodated. 

The  question  of  adequate  fire  piccautions  is  obviously  of  importance  in 
these  premises  and  during  the  year  special  inspections  were  accordingly  made 
with  the  Fire  Prevention  Officer  of  the  Kent  Fire  Brigade,  to  whom  I am 
grateful  for  his  ready  co-operation  in  the  matter  and  the  advice  and  recom- 
mendations contained  in  his  report.  Attention  to  the  recommendations  made 
was  subsequently  requested  in  each  case,  this  being  inherent  in  the  conditions 
attached  to  the  respective  licences. 
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The  works  required  were  immediately  put  in  hand  at  one  establishment, 
but  some  delay  was  still  being  occasioned  at  the  end  of  the  year  in  respect  of 
the  other  premises  due  to  proposed  reconstruction  of  the  kennels. 

13  visits  were  made  for  purposes  of  routine  supervision  during  1965. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

Noise  can  be  described  as  a disease  of  the  20th  century,  a particularly 
acute  form  being  related  to  industry,  and  as  the  constant  striving  for  increased 
productivity  is  accompanied  by  corresponding  increases  in  the  rating  of 
mechanical  power  units  so  increase  of  noise  from  this  source  is  inevitable  ; 
when  one  reflects  that  the  noise  factor  of  a machine  is  said  to  only  represent 
one  tenth  of  one  hundredth  part  of  the  total  energy  put  into  the  machine  it  is 
clear  that  the  study  of  what  can  be  done  to  significantly  reduce  noise  at  this 
source  is  extremely  difficult ; the  problem  is  one  of  striking  a proper  balance 
between  increase  of  noise  from  increased  productivity  and  its  effect  on  amenity. 

We  thus  live  in  an  increasingly  noisy  world  and  whether  people  are  be- 
coming more  intolerant  of  noise  is  difficult  to  determine  objectively,  but  there 
certainly  appears  to  be  an  increased  tendency  for  complaints  to  be  made  by 
individuals  concerning  noise  which  may  affect  only  a few  households  and  these 
seem  to  be  especially  sparked  off  if  industrial  processes,  however  small,  are 
introduced  near  houses  which  formerly  enjoyed  complete  quietude  and  where 
the  intrusion  of  noise  is  resented. 

This  unquestionably  obtains  in  Folkestone,  a quiet  town  as  far  as  the 
general  ambient  level  of  industrial  noise  is  concerned,  and  where  any  local 
departure  from  this  standard  brings  immediate  and  aggressive  complaint.  The 
level  of  the  offending  sound  is  very  often  quite  low  in  terms  of  metered  decibel 
readings,  indeed  it  is  frequently  lower  than  peak  levels  of  traffic  noise  if  there 
are  any  busy  roads  in  the  vicinity,  but  the  noises  complained  of  are  almost 
invariably  persistently  obtrusive  and  even  at  low  level  this  can  be  very  dis- 
turbing. 

In  view  of  the  comments  already  made  it  will  be  appreciated  that  it  is 
not  always  easy  to  effect  a complete  remedy  but,  perhaps  fortunately,  in  nearly 
all  the  cases  which  are  dealt  with,  owners  of  premises  from  which  the  noises 
involved  emanate  are  ready  to  co-operate.  Improvements  have  thus  been 
possible,  though  not  always  to  the  complete  satisfaction  of  the  more  sensitive 
complainants,  who  seem  to  develop  a permanent  subjective  aversion  to  parti- 
cular noises,  however  minimal. 

19  specific  complaints  were  referred  to  the  department  during  the  year 
and  no  fewer  than  297  visits  for  investigation  and  associated  recording  ob- 
servation were  made  in  connection  therewith,  many  of  these  visits  being  in 
the  late  evening  and/or  at  weekends. 

Complaints  raised  from  the  trivial  to  the  really  justified  and  included 
noises  of  mechanical  operations  at  building  sites,  hammering  and  electric 
abrasive  equipment  at  a small  boat-building  factory,  the  humming  of  indus- 
trial extraction  fans,  noise  of  mechanical  saws  being  used  for  tree  felling  and 
music  from  social  clubs  or  cafes.  Complaints  were  also  made  concerning 
excessive  noise  of  motor  cycles  used  by  teenagers  who  frequent  .late-night 
cafes  ; this  is  really  a matter  for  the  police  but  the  proprietors  of  the  premises 
concerned  were  asked  to  co-operate  by  drawing  the  attention  of  the  youths 
to  the  matter. 
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Requests  to  take  action  in  cases  of  a more  personal  nature  referred  to 
the  anti-social  behaviour  of  neighbours  arising  from  constant  shouting  and 
excessive  noise  of  a radio,  and  the  noise  of  high-spirited  weekend  parties  in 
a particular  flat  which  were  said  to  be  causing  acute  disturbance  to  other 
residents  in  the  building  ; the  department  was  even  asked  on  one  occasion 
to  deal  with  the  noise  of  pigeons  cooing  on  the  roof  of  the  complainant. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  value  of  rodent  control  as  one  of  the  ancillary  services  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  its  contribution  to  the  general  well-being  of  the  community,  is 
sometimes  overlooked  until  rats  are  actually  seen,  and  in  order  that  the  service 
may  be  brought  into  operation  before  major  infestation  builds  up  it  is  most 
important  for  suspicions  to  be  reported  at  once  so  that  a comprehensive  survey 
can  be  mounted  and  appropriate  control  treatment  given  without  delay. 

Rats  and  mice  need  very  little  encouragement  to  establish  a colony  and 
are  expert  scavengers  of  food,  to  say  nothing  of  their  quite  extraordinary 
facility  for  general  depredation  ; if  it  is  assumed  that  each  rodent  has  a 
damage  potential  of  only  £1,  the  economic  value  of  proper  control  is  very 
considerable  and  more  than  compensates  for  the  net  cost  of  the  service. 

Control  measures  comprise  treatment  of  surface  infestations  and  also  bi- 
annual treatment  of  sewers  in  the  Borough,  and  separate  reference  is  made  to 
these  services  in  the  tables  which  follow. 

Particular  attention  is  however  immediately  drawn  to  the  fact  that  during 
neither  of  the  treatments  carried  out  in  1965  were  any  traces  of  the  presence 
of  rats  found  in  the  Borough  sewers,  which  have  now  been  clear  of  infestation 
for  almost  two  years,  and  this  must  be  regarded  as  most  satisfactory. 

Mention  must  also  be  made  of  the  programme  of  research  into  the  pos- 
sibility of  improved  techniques  in  rodent  control  and  record  keeping  which 
have  been  continued  under  the  direct  supervision  and  guidance  of  technical 
officers  from  the  Infestation  Control  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  one  of  the  factors  which  led  to  Folkestone  being 
originally  selected  for  this  research  programme  was  the  very  low  incidence  of 
rodent  infestation  in  the  Borough.  Initial  work  was  mainly  devoted  to  survey 
and  study  of  the  general  patterns  of  infestation,  with  particular  reference  to 
seasonal  migration  ; the  next  phase,  which  is  now  in  progress,  is  to  test  the 
practicability  of  finding  and  dealing  with  colonies  of  rats  at  a faster  rate  than 
new  colonies  are  produced  as  a result  of  normal  breeding  and  migration,  and 
it  is  anticipated  that  this  work  will  continue  for  some  time  to  come. 
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TABULATED  SUMMARY  OF  CONTROL  MEASURES 


(i)  Surface  Control : Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act. 


Number  of 

Properties  where 

properties  surveyed 

infestations  found  and 

treatments  carried  out 

Types  of 

Inspected  in 

Property 

Inspected  as 

the  course 

TOTALS 

RATS 

MICE 

a result  of 

of  survey 

notification 

under  the 

T otal 

Total 

Act 

Agricultural 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

N on- Agricultural 

868 

468 

1336 

251 

61 

Totals  1965 

868 

All 

1340 

251 

61 

(ii)  Sewer  Treatments 


Total 

Manholes 

in 

Borough 

Treatment 

carried 

out 

Manholes 

baited 

Manholes  where  bait  was  taken 
during  treatment 

Nil 

T akes 

Complete 

Takes 

Partial 

Takes 

Total 

Takes 

1,390 

March 

404 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

404 

September 

17 

NIL 

NIL 

^ NIL 

17 
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ANNEXE 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health,  made  by 
Public  Health  Inspectors. 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspec- 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1,  2,  3, 

4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

35 

15 

_ 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Sec.  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

172 

107 

8 

- 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  the  local  Auth- 
ority (excluding  outworkers’ 
premises) 

23 

6 

— 

— 

Totals 

230 

128 

8 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

Particulars 

Referred 

Referred 

Found 

Remedied 

To  HM. 

By  HM. 

were  insti- 

Inspector 

Inspector 

tuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

■ ,, 



— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tempera- 
ture (S.3)  

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.4)  ...  

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  conveniences 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.7)  : 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

_ 

— 

■■ 

defective 

8 

7 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for 

sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act,  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  out- 
work)   

Totals 

8 

7 

— 

— 

— 

NOTE.  In  a number  of  cases  more  than  one  defect  was Tound  ; in  actual 
fact  a total  of  22  itemised  defects  were  found  and  19  remedied. 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
Outwork 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature 

of 

work 

(1) 

No.  of  out- 
workers in 
August  list 
required  by 
Sec.  110(1) 
(c) 

(2) 

Section  110 
No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

No.  of  in- 
stances of 
work  in  un- 
wholesome 
premises 

(5) 

Section  1 1 1 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

Making,  altering, 
etc. 

Wearing 

apparel 

26 

Household 

linen 

2 

_ 

- 

Curtains  and 

furniture 

hangings 

6 

Manufacture  of 
parts  of  articles 
of  brass 

96 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

130 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Number  of  returns  received  from  employers  ...  31* 

(b)  Number  of  employers  by  whom  outworkers  employed  9 

(c)  Number  of  outworkers  involved  ...  ...  ...  130 

(d)  Number  of  outworkers  involved  in  (c)  living  outside 

the  Borough  27 

(e)  Number  of  lists  received  from  outside  authorities  ...  1 

(f)  Number  of  outworkers  involved  in  (e)  ...  ...  1 

* Returns  are  sent  twice  per  year. 
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PORT  OF  FOLKESTONE 


Public  Health  Department, 

Old  Harvey  Grammar  School, 
Foord  Road, 

Folkestone. 


March,  1966. 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 
AND  Port  of  Folkestone. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I hereby  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  medical  aspect  of  the  working 
of  the  Port  of  Folkestone  for  1965. 

During  the  year  the  regular  boat  services  have  been  as  follows  : 

(1)  Folkestone-Calais 

(a)  Daily  passenger  service  from  1st  January  to  31st  December, 
1965. 


(2)  Folkestone-Boulogne 

(a)  Daily  morning  passenger  service  from  2nd  July  to  5th  Sep- 
tember, 1965  inclusive.  An  irregular  service  was  in  force 
from  5th  June  until  the  commencement  of  the  daily  service 
and  also  on  the  11th  and  18th  September,  1965. 

(b)  Daily  afternoon  passenger  service  from  30th  May  to  25th 
September,  1965  inclusive. 

(c)  Daily  evening  passenger  service  from  30th  May  to  25th 
September,  1965  inclusive. 

On  6 days  during  the  winter  months  a total  of  7 passenger  boats  were 
diverted  to  Folkestone  from  Dover  because  of  the  gales  and  rough  seas  in  the 
channel.  The  harbour  was  closed  on  Christmas  and  Boxing  Days  and  on  three 
days  the  boats  scheduled  to  arrive  from  Calais  were  diverted  to  Dover  in  view 
of  the  bad  weather  conditions. 

Special  day  excursion  trips  were  also  run  to  France  during  the  summer 
season. 

The  cargo  service  was  re-organised  at  the  beginning  of  June  to  give  a con- 
tainerised service  and  the  number  of  sailings  increased  from  three  to  five  per 
week. 

The  number  of  arriving  vessels  carrying  aliens  was  752  (739  passenger 
and  13  cargo  boats)  and  showed  an  increase  of  26  compared  with  1964. 

All  passenger  boats  were  met  and  where  necessary  two  or  more  doctors 
were  in  attendance  to  cope  with  the  large  number  of  aliens  expected  to  arrive 
at  the  same  time — prior  information  having  been  received  from  the  Chief 
Immigration  Officer,  Travel  Agents  or  the  Association  of  British  Hotels  and 
Restaurants — and  during  the  year  a total  of  953  doctor/attendances  were 
made. 

The  number  of  passengers  passing  through  the  Port  during  the  year  was 
892,960  ; this  was  23,565  more  than  in  1964. 

The  gross  figures  of  passengers  arriving  at  and  departing  from  Folkestone 
for  the  past  five  years  are  : 


Inwards 

Outwards 


1961 

476,304 

422,642 

1962 

449,542 

431,562 

1963 

472,676 

445,874 

1964 

446,085 

423,310 

1965 

450,149 

442,811 

898,946 

881,104 

918,550 

869,395 

892,960 
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Totals 


Compared  with  1964  there  was  an  increase  of  26,556  in  the  number  of 
aliens  arriving  and  1,548  more  were  medically  examined. 

A summary  of  the  aliens  arriving,  medically  examined,  certificates  issued, 
etc.,  during  the  past  five  years  is  given  below  : 


1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Aliens  arriving 

Aliens  medically 

..  111,485 

115,454 

109,759 

132,444 

159,000 

examined 

..  13,315 

10,293 

7,104 

7,303 

8,851 

Certificates  issued 
Percentage  of  aliens 

206 

191 

124 

116 

175 

examined  to  whom 
certificates  issued 

1.55 

1.85 

1.74 

1.58 

1.97 

The  aliens  continued  to  come  mainly  from  Italy,  Spain,  Switzerland, 
France,  Portugal,  Austria  and  Germany. 

The  men  were  mainly  for  employment  as  labourers  (especially  agricult- 
ural) and  to  work  in  hotels  and  the  catering  trade.  The  women  came  as 
domestics,  children’s  nurses  and  governesses,  assistant  hospital  nurses,  ward 
orderlies,  textile,  canning  and  factory  workers  ; also  included  were  the  fam- 
ilies coming  to  join  aliens  already  working  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

During  the  last  year  the  number  of  certificates  issued  on  Form  Port  12 
was  175  compared  with  116  in  1964.  These  certificates  were  in  respect  of  : 


Pregnancy  63 

Deformity  of  limbs  and  amputations  40 

Eye  conditions  12 

Dermatitis  9 

Heart  conditions  ...  7 

Post-operative  sequelae  ...  ...  5 

Hernia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Unsound  mind  or  mentally  defective  4 

Post  tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  3 

Congenital  defects  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  medical  conditions  ...  ...  26 


The  Chief  Immigration  Officer  advised  the  Port  Medical  Officer  at  the 
end  of  each  month  where  entry  was  refused  on  purely  medical  grounds  and  of 
the  19  aliens  not  permitted  to  land  three  were  refused  entry  under  Article 
4(2)(b)  of  the  Aliens  Order  1963  in  respect  of  persons  of  unsound  mind  or 
mentally  defective,  and  two  under  Article  4(2)(c)  where  it  was  certified  by  the 
Medical  Inspector  that  for  medical  reasons  it  was  undesirable  that  the  aliens 
should  be  permitted  to  land. 

A summary  of  the  immigrants  who  were  subject  to  control  under  the 
Commonwealth  Immigrants  Act  1962,  those  medically  examined  and  certi- 
ficates issued  is  as  follows  : 


1965 

1964 

(For  comparison) 

Commonwealth  immigrants — 

Subject  to  control 

17,221 

19,716 

Medically  examined 

510 

659 

Certificates  issued  

7 

7 

Percentage  of  immigrants  examined  to 

whom  certificates  issued 

1.37 

1.06 

The  immigrants  came  mainly  from  India,  Cyprus,  Mauritius,  Ceylon, 
Pakistan  and  West  Indies. 
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Seven  forms  Port  23  were  issued  in  respect  of  Commonwealth  immigrants 
and  was  the  same  number  as  issued  in  1964  ; none  of  the  immigrants  was  re- 
fused permission  to  land. 

Following  instructions  from  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  the  distribution  of  the  official  hand-out  card  to  immigrants  was  com- 
menced on  the  12th  January,  1965  and  the  destination  addresses  of  the  long- 
stay  immigrants  concerned  were  sent  to  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the 
local  health  authorities  concerned. 

Twenty-two  passengers  were  referred  to  the  Port  Medical  Officer  for 
examination  and  treatment  as  necessary.  Twelve  were  suffering  from  a medi- 
cal condition,  seven  from  injuries  and  the  other  three  had  histories  of  mental 
illness.  Seven  of  the  patients  were  admitted  to  local  hospitals,  ten  given 
treatment  and  allowed  to  proceed  on  their  journey,  special  facilities  for  travel- 
ling arranged  on  the  train  for  four  and  one  went  by  ambulance  to  relatives  in 
London. 

A man  collapsed  on  the  train  and  died  and  a second  man  died  on  the 
boat  during  the  crossing  from  France.  In  both  cases  the  circumstances  were 
reported  to  the  local  Coroner. 

Five  crew  members  also  received  medical  attention  and  referred  to  their 
family  doctor  for  further  treatment. 

An  Army  Captain  in  charge  of  a tank  landing  craft  which  came  into  the 
Port  was  admitted  to  the  Military  Hospital  at  Shorncliffe  and  later  confirmed 
as  suffering  from  sonne  dysentery. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  efficient  work 
carried  out  by  the  Medical  and  Nursing  staff  at  the  Harbour,  and  also  the 
unfailing  and  effective  co-operation  with  us  of  the  Immigration  Officials,  Cus- 
toms Officials,  British  Railways  Officials  and  Ships’  staff. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  F.  H.  McELLIGOTT, 

Port  Medical  Officer, 


SECTION  II — Amount  of  shipping  entering  the  district  during  the  year 

Table  B 


Ships  from 

Number 

of 

Arrivals 

T onnage 

Number  Inspected 

By  the  By  the 

Medical  Public 

Officer  Health 

of  Health  Inspector 

Number  of  ships  repor- 
ted as  having  or  having 
had  during  the  voyage 
infectious  disease  on 
board 

Foreign  Ports 

754 

820,965 

— 

9 

— 

Coastwise 

41 

56,015 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

801 

876,980 

— 

9 

— 

A summary  of  the  number  of  arrivals  and  total  tonnage  during  the  past 
five  years  is  as  follows  : 


Year 

No.of  ships 

Tonnage 

1961 

980 

1,118,834 

1962 

947 

1,114,883 

1963 

958 

1,125,423 

1964 

965 

1,146,158 

1965 

801 

876,980 
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SECTION  III — Character  of  shipping  and  trade  during  the  year 

Table  C 


f Number  of  Passengers  — 
Passenger  Traffic  ...  \ 

[Number  of  Passengers  — 

- INWARDS;  450.149 

-OUTWARDS;  442,811 

1 Principal  IMPORTS  — 

Wines  and  spirits, 

woollens  and  cotton  goods. 

1 

government  stores  and 

Cargo  Traffic  ...  -1 

chemicals. 

1 Principal  EXPORTS  — 

Machinery,  government  stores,  fish,  iron 

1 

and  steel. 

Principal  Ports  from  which  ships  arrive — Calais  and  Boulogne. 


SECTION  IV — Inland  barge  traffic 
Number  and  tonnage  using  the  district  and  places  served  by  the  traffic 

NIL, 

SECTION  V— Water  Supply 

( 1 ) Source  of  Supply  for — 

(a)  The  District : Water  for  drinking  and  other  purposes  is  obtained 
from  the  town  supply,  viz.,  Folkestone  and  District  Waterworks  Company  Ltd. 

(b)  Shipping  : Drinking  water  from  the  town  supply  is  supplied  to  vessels 
from  hydrants  on  the  quayside. 

(2)  Reports  of  Tests  for  Contamination 

Twenty-three  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  from 
vessels  and  shore  hydrants  during  the  year  ; of  these  22  samples  were  satis- 
factory, but  one  somple  taken  abourd  a cross-channel  vessel  was  unsatis- 
factory, the  presence  of  coliform  bacilli  being  reported.  The  matter  was 
taken  up  with  British  Railways,  who  own  the  vessel  concerned,  and  subsequent 
check  samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Two  samples  were  taken  at  the  Harbour  station  from  buffet  cars  on  trains 
carrying  passengers  in  connection  with  cross-channel  services  ; both  samples 
were  satisfactory. 

One  sample  of  water  was  taken  for  chemical  examination  ; the  report 
stated  that  the  sample  was  chemically  satisfactory. 

(3)  Precautions  taken  against  contamination  of  hydrants  and  hosepipes. 
Hydrants  and  hosepipes  periodically  flushed  through. 

(4)  Number  and  sanitary  condition  of  water  boats,  and  powers  of  control 
by  the  Authoritv. 

NIL. 

SECTION  VI— Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations  1952  to  1963 

( 1 ) List  of  Infected  Areas  (Regulation  6). 

A list  of  infected  areas  has  been  prepared  and  amended  from  time  to 
time  by  taking  into  account  all  information  contained  in  the  Weekly 
Epidemiological  Record  issued  by  the  World  Health  Organisation, 
Geneva. 
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It  is  divided  into  the  six  quarantinable  disease  (plague,  cholera, 
yellow  fever,  smallpox,  typhus  and  relapsing  fever)  and  the  various  coun- 
tries, localities  and  seaports  which  are  infected  or  believed  to  be  infected 
are  shown  under  the  appropriate  disease. 

These  lists  were  sent  by  post  to  the  Chief  Customs  Officer  at  the 
Folkestone  Harbour. 

Maps  showing  the  areas  concerned  are  maintained  in  the  medical 
inspection  room  at  the  Harbour  and  also  in  the  office  of  the  Port  Medical 
Officer. 

(2)  Radio  Messages  (Regulations  12-14). 

(a)  Arrangements  for  sending  permission  by  radio  for  ships  to  enter 
the  district  is  done  through  the  radio  station  which  is  controlled  by  the 
Harbour  Authorities,  viz.,  British  Railways  Marine  Department  (Head- 
quarters at  Dover). 

(b)  All  vessels  normally  using  the  Port  are  equipped  with  radio 
transmitting  apparatus  and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  notification 
of  cases  of  suspected  infectious  disease. 

(3)  Notification  otherwise  than  by  Radio  (Regulation  14(l)(b)). 

This  Port  has  no  signalling  station  but  arrangements  would  be  made  to  get 
such  notification  through  in  an  emergency. 

All  vessels  met  by  H.M.  Customs  and  Port  Health  Inspectors. 

(4)  Mooring  Stations  (Regulations  22-30). 

(a)  Within  the  Docks  : Their  place  of  mooring,  discharge  or  loading. 

(b)  Outside  the  Docks  : A point  one  mile  South  by  West  of  Harbour 
Pier  head. 

No  standing  directions  issued  but  action  taken  would  be  in  accord- 
ance with  these  Regulations. 

(5)  Arrangements  for — 

(a)  Hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  diseases  (other  than 
Smallpox — see  Section  VII). 

At  either  the  Isolation  Hospitals  at  Dover,  Ashford  or  Haine,  near 
Ramsgate. 

(b)  Surveillance  and  follow-up  of  contacts. 

In  accordance  with  Sections  31  and  37  of  the  Public  Health  (Ships) 
Regulations,  1952.  Names  and  addresses  would  be  taken  and  forwarded 
to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  areas  to  which  the  contacts  were  pro- 
ceeding. 

(c)  Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  ships,  persons,  clothing  and  other 
articles. 

No  facilities  exist  for  cleansing  of  persons  on  the  Harbour.  Baths 
available  under  the  auspices  of  the  Folkestone  Corporation.  Ships’  quart- 
ers disinfected  after  infection.  Clothing  and  other  articles  submitted  to 
steam  disinfection. 


SECTION  VII— Smallpox 

(1)  Name  of  Isolation  Hospital  to  which  smallpox  cases  are  sent  from  the 
district. 

Joyce  Green  Hospital,  Hartford,  Kent. 

(2)  ^rangements  for  transport  of  such  cases  to  that  hospital  by  ambulance, 
giving  the  name  of  the  authority  responsible  for  the  ambulance  and  the 
vaccinal  state  of  the  ambulance  crews. 
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Patients  suffering  from  smallpox  would  be  removed  by  arrangement 
with  the  Canterbury  City  Ambulance  Service,  which  authority  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  vaccinal  state  of  the  ambulance  crews. 

(3)  Name  of  Smallpox  Consultant  available. 

Up  to  May  1965  the  Smallpox  Consultant  for  this  area  was  Dr.  J.  P. 
Marsdsn  of  Joyce  Green  Hospital,  Dartford. 

In  an  emergency  application  would  be  made  to  the  Medical  Super- 
intendent at  the  Joyce  Green  Hospital,  Dartford  (Tel.  No.  23231)  or  to 
one  of  the  other  Smallpox  Consultants  in  the  South-East  Metropolitan 
Regional  Hospital  area 

(4)  Facilities  for  laboratory  diagnosis  of  Smallpox. 

At  the  Virus  Reference  Laboratory,  Central  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory, Colindale  Avenue,  Colindale,  London,  N.W.9.  Tel.  No.  Colindale 
'-'7^41). 


SECTION  VIII— Venereal  Disease 

Information  as  to  the  location,  days  and  hours  of  the  available  facilities 
for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal  disease  among  seamen  under  the 
international  arrangements,  including  in-patient  treatment  and  the  steps  taken 
to  make  these  facilities  known  to  seamen. 

Clinics  under  the  control  of  Dr.  D.  E.  Sharvill  are  available  as  follows  : 

Ashford  : 

General  Hospital,  King’s  Avenue  (Tel.  No.  Ashford  920). 

Wed.  11.00-12  noon.  Lri.  3.0-4.0  p.m. 

Canterbury  : 

Kent  and  Canterbury  Hospital  (Tel.  No.  Canterbury  62291). 

Tues.  3. 0-4.0  p.m. 

Dover  : 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital  (Tel.  No.  Dover  253). 

Tues.  9.30-10.30  a.m.  Thur.  9.30-10.30  a.m.  (Except  3rd  Thur.  of  month). 

Margate  : 

District  Hospital,  St.  Peter’s  Road  (Tel.  No.  Thanet  20222). 

Lri.  1 1.0-12  noon. 

In-patient  treatment  is  available  at  these  hospitals. 

Where  necessary  full  information  supplied  to  seamen  concerned  by  the 
Port  Medical  Officer.  Arrangemets  were  also  made  for  a patient  to  be  given 
daily  injections  in  the  medical  inspection  room  when  it  was  not  possible  for 
the  man  to  attend  the  surgery  of  his  own  doctor. 

From  time  to  time  posters  giving  the  latest  details  of  these  clinics  are 
exhibited  in  the  public  conveniences  on  the  Folkestone  Harbour  by  arrange- 
ment with  the  British  Railway  authorities. 
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SECTION  IX^ — Cases  of  notifiable  and  other  infectious  diseases  on  ships 

Table  D 


Category 

Disease 

Number  of  cases 
during  the  year 
Passengers  Crew 

Number 
of  ships 
concerned 

Cases  landed  from  ships  from 
foreign  ports  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cases  landed  from  other  ships  . . . 

^Dysentery, 

— 

1 

1 

Cases  which  have  occurred  on 
ships  from  foreign  ports  but 
have  been  disposed  of  before 
arrival 

sonne. 

— 

— 

— 

* The  patient,  man  aged  27  who  was  the  captain  of  a tank  landin^  raft, 
was  admitted  to  the  Military  Hospital  at  Shorncliffe  Camp,  near  Folkestone. 

A short  account  should  be  given  of  the  measures  taken  on  the  arrival  by  ships 
of  (a)  any  case  of  smallpox,  cholera,  plague,  yellow  fever,  typhus  or 
relapsing  fever  included  in  Table  D ; (b)  any  suspected  cases  of  any 
such  disease. 

No  action  necessary  during  the  year. 


SECTION  X — Observations  on  the  occurrence  of  malaria  in  ships 

No  cases  occurred  during  the  year. 


SECTION  XI — Measures  taken  against  ships  infected  with  or  suspected  for 

plague 

No  action  necessary  during  the  year. 


SECTION  XII — Measures  against  rodents  in  ships  from  foreign  ports 

(1)  Procedure  for  inspection  of  ships  for  rats. 

Formal  inspections  carried  out  by  Dover  Health  staff  and  amplified 
by  local  Port  Health  Inspectors  during  course  of  routine  inspection  of 
vessels. 

(2)  Arrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examination  of 
rodents,  with  special  reference  to  rodent  plague,  including  the  number  of 
rodents  sent  for  examination  during  the  year. 

Facilities  exist  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examination  of 
rodents  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Preston  Hall,  British 
Legion  Village,  Maidstone.  No  rodent  was  sent  for  examination  during 
1965. 

(3)  Arrangements  in  the  district  for  deratting  ships,  the  methods  used,  and, 
if  done  by  a commercial  contractor,  the  name  of  the  contractor. 

Harbour  district  treated  as  necessary  by  Rodent  Operators  of  the 
British  Railways  Southern  Region  and  assistance  given  by  the  Borough 
Rodent  Operator  as  required. 
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It  has  not  been  found  necessary  over  the  past  few  years  for  work  of 
disinfestation  to  be  carried  out  on  ships  visiting  this  Port.  If,  however, 
such  work  were  necessary  the  ships  would  be  treated  with  Hydrogen 
Cyanide  by  the  Fumigation  Services  Ltd.  under  the  direction  of  the  Dover 
Port  Health  Inspectors. 

(4)  Progress  in  the  rat-proofing  of  ships. 

Not  found  necessary. 

Tables  E and  F — NIL 

Deratting  Certificates  and  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  issued  during  the 
the  year  for  ships  from  foreign  ports. 

None  issued — Folkestone  is  not  an  approved  port. 

Certificates  for  vessels  owned  by  the  British  Railways  and  using  this 
port  are  issued  by  the  Dover  Port  Health  Authority. 

SECTION  XIII — Inspection  of  ships  for  nuisances 

Table  G 


Inspections  and  Notices 


Notices  served 

Result  of 
serving 
Notices 

Nature  and  number  of  Inspectio 

ns 

Statutory 

Notices 

Other 

Notices 

General  inspection  of  crews’  quar- 
ters, food  preparing  places,  etc. 

118 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

118 

— 

— 

— 

SECTION  XI Y — Public  Health  (Shellfish)  Regulations  1934  and  1948. 

There  are  no  shellfish  beds  or  layings  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
authority. 


SECTION  XV — Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens. 

(Applicable  only  to  ports  approved  for  the  landing  of  aliens) 

(1)  List  of  Medical  Inspectors  of  Aliens  holding  Warrants  of  Appointment 


Name 

Date  of 

A ppointment 

Qualifications 

R.  F.  H.  McElligott 

28.10.49 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

H.  Yates  

8.10.52 

M.B.,  B.Ch.,  M.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P. 

C.  B.  Findlay 

28.  6.55 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

E.  Mallett 

21.10.60 

M.B.,  B.S.Lond.,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.Obst.R.C.O.G. 

S.  M.  R.  Powell  ... 

3.  2.64 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Drs.  McElligott  and  Findlay  were  employed  on  a part-time  basis  and 
Drs.  Yates,  Mallett  and  Powell  on  a sessional  basis. 
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(2)  List  o£  other  staff  engaged  on  this  work. 


Nature  of 

Date  of 

Name 

Appointment 

Appointment 

Qualifications 

Mrs.  L.  F.  Brann 

Nurse-Attendant 

1.6.56 

S.E.A.N. 

(part-time) 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Scott,  S.R.N.,  and  Miss  E.  M.  Cook,  S.R.N.,  were  also 
available  on  a sessional  basis  to  act  as  reliefs  and  assist  when  two  or  more 
Nurse-Attendants  were  required  to  cope  with  the  large  number  of  aliens 
expected  to  arrive  at  the  same  time. 

(3)  Organisation  of  Work. 

Dr.  R.  F.  H.  McElligott  with  the  assistance  of  Mrs.  E.  F.  Brann, 
Nurse- Attendant,  is  responsible  for  the  organisation  of  work. 

Regular  passenger  boats  are  met  by  the  part-time  Medical  Inspectors 
and  part-time  Nurse-Attendant,  and  special  arrangements  made  for  other 
boats  carrying  immigrants  to  be  met. 

During  certain  periods  of  the  year  and  where  prior  information  has 
been  received  (usually  from  the  Chief  Immigration  Officer,  representatives 
of  the  travel  or  domestic  agencies)  that  large  numbers  of  immigrants  were 
expected  to  arrive  at  the  same  time,  arrangements  were  made  for  extra 
staff  to  be  in  attendance  in  order  that  the  necessary  examinations  could 
be  completed  with  the  minimum  of  delay.  Where  necessary,  medical 
certificates  issued  to  the  Chief  Immigration  Officer,  a duplicate  copy 
being  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  in  accordance  with  instructions 
issued  under  the  Aliens  Order  1953. 

(4)  Nature  and  amount  of  aliens  traffic. 

A total  of  8,851  aliens  were  examined  during  1965  ; this  is  1,548 
more  than  in  1964. 

A summary  of  their  nationalities  is  as  follows  : 


1965 

1964 

(for  comparison) 

Italian 

5,591 

3,516 

Spanish 

1,471 

658 

Swiss 

808 

1,558 

French 

310 

755 

Portuguese 

201 

178 

Austrian 

127 

197 

German 

90 

150 

Greek 

69 

- 84 

Turkish 

33 

44 

Israeli 

20 

17 

Moroccan 

18 

15 

American 

10 

15 

Iranian 

5 

7 

Danish 

4 

Finnish  

4 

5 

South  African 

4 

5 

Swedish 

4 

Other  nationals 

82 

28 

Stateless 

— 

71 

Totals 

8,851 

7,303 
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Particulars  of  the  number  of  aliens  arriving,  examined  and  certificates 
issued  during  1965  are  set  out  below  : 

A.  Total  number  of  arriving  vessels  carrying  aliens  : 

(a)  Passenger  ...  ...  739 

(b)  Cargo  ...  ...  13 

This  total  of  752  shows  an  increase  of  26  compared  with  the  number 
of  arriving  vessels  carrying  aliens  during  1964. 

B.  Total  number  of  arriving  aliens  (excluding  crews)  ...  159,000 

C.  Total  number  of  aliens  medically  examined  : 


With  Ministry  of  Fabour  permit 

8,616 

Au  Pair 

117 

Permanent  residents  ... 

76 

Visiting 

42 

Total 

8,851 

D.  Reports  and  certificates  for  aliens  medically  examined  : 


Nature  of  report  or  certificate 

Total  number 
of  reports 
and  certificates 
issued 

Aliens  NOT 
PERMITTED 
to  land 

A. 

Unsound  mind  or  mentally  defec- 
tive 

3t 

B(l). 

Undesirable  for  medical  reasons 

2 

2tt 

B(2)(a). 

Inability  to  support 

54 

4 

B(2)(b). 

Likely  to  require  medical  treat- 
ment 

115 

10 

C. 

Conditionally  landed  for  further 
medical  examination  ... 

— 

— 

Totals 

175 

19 

* A Greek  child  of  10  years  was  landed  for  two  weeks  in  order  that  medical 
investigation  could  be  carried  out  at  National  Hospital  for  Nervous 
Diseases. 

Refused  entry  on  purely  medical  grounds  : 

t Two  Italians  and  one  Spaniard  under  Article  4(2)(b)  of  Aliens  Order,  1953. 

ttOne  Italian  and  one  Spaniard  under  Article  4(2)(c)  of  Aliens  Order,  1953. 

(5)  Accommodation  for  medical  inspection  and  examination. 

Newly  constructed  and  equipped  medical  inspection  rooms  adjacent 
to  No.  1 berth  are  now  available,  but  the  usual  practice  of  carrying  out 
examinations  in  cabins  on  board  passenger  ships  has  been  continued. 

Commonwealth  Immigrants  Act,  1962 

The  five  Medical  Inspectors  (Drs.  McElligott,  Findley,  Mallett, 
Powell  and  Yates)  holding  Warrants  of  Appointment  under  the  Aliens 
Order  1953  also  hold  the  special  Warrants  for  the  medical  examination 
of  Commonwealth  immigrants. 

Mrs.  L.  F.  Brann  and  the  two  Assistant  Nurse-Attendants  were  also 
available. 
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The  number  of  Commonwealth  citizens  subject  to  control  under  this 


Act  and  those  medically  examined  were  : 

1965 

Commonwealth  immigrants  : 

1964 

ijor  comparison) 

Subject  to  control  . . . 

17,221 

19,716 

Medically  examined 

510 

659 

The  nationality  of  those  examined 

1965 

was  : 

1964 

{For  comparison) 

Indian  

311 

293 

Cypriot  

59 

53 

Mauritian  

38 

47 

Ceylonese  

20 

99 

Malayan  

19 

12 

West  Indian 

18 

28 

Australian  

11 

8 

Pakistani  

10 

31 

Fijian  

6 

— 

Canadian  

4 

— 

Other  nationalities 

14 

88 

Total 

510 

659 

The  number  of  reports  and  certificates  issued  for  Commonwealth 
citizens  medically  examined  was  : 


Nature  of  report  or  certificate 

Number  of 
reports  or 
certificates 
issued 

Number  of 
Commonwealth 
citizens 
refused  entry 

A. 

Suffering  from  mental 

disorder 

B(l). 

B(2). 

Undesirable  for  medical 
Likely  to  require  major 
treatment 

reasons 

medical 

7 

— 

Totals 

7 

— 

Medical  Arrangements  for  Long-stay  Immigrants 

On  instructions  from  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  arrangements  were  made  with  effect  from  the  12th  January,  1965 
for  long-stay  immigrants,  both  Commonwealth  and  Alien,  who  were 
referred  to  the  Medical  Inspectors  to  be  given  a hand-out  card  (which 
is  printed  in  six  languages)  the  aim  of  which  is  to  encourage  them  to  get 
on  to  the  list  of  a medical  practitioner  in  their  place  of  residence  so  that 
(if  he  things  it  desirable)  he  can  arrange  for  them  to  go  to  a mass- 
radiography  unit,  a chest  clinic  or  a hospital  for  X-ray. 

Destination  addresses  of  8,714  aliens  and  415  Commonwealth  im- 
migrants were  obtained  and  the  information  sent  to  the  medical  officer 
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of  health  for  the  local  health  authority  concerned  with  a request  that  he 
should  try  to  persuade  the  immigrants  to  act  on  the  advice  they  had  been 
given  in  the  hand-out. 


SECTION  XVI— Miscellaneous 


Arrangements  for  the  burial  on  shore  of  persons  who  have  died  on  board  ship 
from  infectious  disease. 

A mortuary  at  the  local  hospital  and  adequate  burial  and  cremation 
facilities  are  available  in  the  district. 


Cases  of  Illness  or  Injury  amongst  Passengers  and  Crew  Members. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  cases  examined  and  treatment  given  : 


PASSENGERS  : 

(a)  Medical  conditions 

Male 

Suspected  appendicitis. 

Admitted  to  local  hospital. 

Female 

Gall  bladder  trouble. 

Admitted  to  local  hospital. 

Male 

Heart  condition. 

Admitted  to  local  hospital. 

Male 

Abdominal  pains. 

Admitted  to  local  hospital. 

Male 

Stroke  (partial). 

Special  facilities  for  travelling  on  train. 

Female 

Sickness. 

Treated  and  proceeded  on  journey. 

Male 

Sickness. 

Treated  and  proceeded  on  journey. 

Female 

Sea  sickness. 

Treated  and  proceeded  on  journey. 

Male 

Sea  sickness. 

Treated  and  proceeded  on  journey. 

Male 

Renal  colic. 

Treated  and  proceeded  on  journey. 

Female 

Pains  in  back. 

Treated  and  proceeded  on  journey. 

Female 

Pains  in  back. 

Treated  and  proceeded  on  journey. 

Male 

Mental  illness. 

Admitted  to  Mental  Hospital. 

Female 

Mental  illness. 

Admitted  to  Mental  Hospital. 

Female  Mental  illness. 

(b)  Injuries 

Proceeded  by  ambulance  to  relatives 
London. 

Female 

Concussion  following 
dent  abroad. 

car  acci- 

Admitted  to  local  hospital 

Male 

Head  injury. 

Treated  at  local  hospital. 

Male 

Injury  to  hand. 

Treated  at  local  hospital. 

Male 

Crushed  fingers. 

Treated  and  proceeded  on  journey. 

Female 

Injuries  following  car 
abroad. 

accident 

Special  facilities  for  travelling  on  train. 

Female 

Injuries  following  car 
abroad. 

accident 

Special  facilities  for  travelling  on  train. 

Male 

Injuries  following  car 
abroad. 

accident 

Special  facilities  for  travelling  on  train. 

A man  collapsed  on  the  train  and  died  and  a second  man  died  on  the 
boat  during  the  crossing  from  France.  In  both  cases  the  circumstances 
were  reported  to  the  local  Coroner. 

CREW  MEMBERS: 


Ship’s  Captain.  Suspected  appendicitis. 
Engineer.  Heart  attack. 

Seaman.  Injury  to  thumb. 

Steward.  Scalded  by  hot  milk. 

Assistant  Purser.  Sore  throat 


By  car  to  home  and  referred  to  own  doctor. 

By  ambulance  to  home  and  referred  to  own 
doctor. 

Treated  and  referred  to  own  doctor. 

Treated  and  referred  to  own  doctor. 

Treated  and  referred  to  own  doctor. 
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SECTION  XYIII-  Food  Inspection 


Information  supplied  by  L.  H.  Vale,  Esq.,  Chief  Public  Health  and 
Food  Inspector  for  the  Borough  and  Port  of  Folkestone. 

(1)  Visits  to  Port 

The  Port  Health  Inspectors  made  663  visits  to  the  Harbour  during 
the  year  for  the  purpose  of  routine  inspection  of  passenger  and  cargo  boats 
and  for  the  examination  of  foodstuffs  landed  at  the  Port.  All  passenger 
boats  are  met  on  arrival  by  an  Inspector.  Vessels  which  are  regularly 
engaged  on  cross-channel  traffic  have  been  maintained  in  a very  satis- 
factory condition. 


(2)  Summary  of  Foodstuffs  imported  during  1965 


FOODSTUFF 

BOULOGNE 

Tons 

Cwt. 

Qr. 

Lb. 

Cheese 

— 

9 

3 

13 

Chestnut  Flour 

— 

— 

3 

12 

Confectionery 

11 

15 

2 

10 

Fish  

4 

14 

2 

19 

Fruit  Juice 

2 

10 

3 

• — 

Fruit  Preserves 

— 

11 

3 

4 

Foods,  Miscellaneous 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Liver  Paste 

— 

12 

3 

2 

Lambs’  carcases 

3 

14 

— 

— 

Meat  Preserves 

— 

5 

2 

— 

Olive  Oil 

— 

— 

1 

14 

Tomato  Preserves 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Wheat  

— 

14 

— 

5 

Total 

27 

13 

1 

26 

From  June  onwards  cargo  has,  in  general,  been  shipped  to  Folkestone 
in  sealed  containers  and  discharged  from  the  vessels  for  direct  forwarding 
by  rail  to  London  under  Customs  Bond. 

In  certain  cases  where  small  consignments  intended  for  local  des- 
tinations were  imported,  clearance  continued  to  be  dealt  with  locally,  but 
the  new  arrangement  has  resulted  in  a marked  decline  in  the  amount  of 
foodstuffs  dealt  with  at  the  Port  compared  with  previous  years. 


(3)  Foodstuffs  condemned 

Tons 

Cwt. 

Qr. 

Lb. 

* Lamb  (part  carcases) 

— 

11 

2 

— 

* Fish 

1 

2 

1 

14 

Total  weight 

1 

13 

3 

14 

* These  foodstuffs  had  previously  been 

exported 

through  the  Port  of 

Folkestone  and  were  examined  on  their  return  to  this  country.  All  were 
in  a state  of  decomposition,  surrendered  by  the  owners’  representatives 
and  subsequently  destroyed. 
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METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT  FOR  1965 
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Heights  above  Mean  Sea  Level  Heights  above  Ground  Highest  Max.  73°  F on  5th  & 13th  August. 

Barometer  Cistern  149.2  ft.  Rim  of  Rain  Gauge  12  ins.  Lowest  Min.  21°  F on  3rd  March. 

Rain  Gauge  Site  128.5  ft.  Thermometers  4 ft.  Lowest  Grass  Min.  20°  F on  29th  December. 

Sunshine  Recorder  27.7  ft. 


